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Court  Overturns  Anti-Gay  Immigration  Policy 


Carl  Hill:  “I’ve  travelled  through  all  of  Europe  and  part  of  the  Middle 
East  and  it’s  only  when  I  come  to  the  land  of  the  free  that  I  have  any 
trouble.” 


By  Scott  Brookie 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  After  a 
three  year  legal  battle,  a  federal 
judge  in  San  Francisco  has  ruled 
that  the  government  may  not  pre¬ 
vent  non-U. S.  citizens  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  country  simply  because 
they  are  gay. 

The  ruling,  which  presently  ap¬ 
plies  only  to  Northern  California, 
was  handed  down  on  April  23  in 
the  case  of  Carl  Hill  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Hill,  a  photographer  for  Gay 
News  of  London,  arrived  at  San 
Francisco  airport  on  June  13, 
1979  to  cover  that  city’s  Gay 
Freedom  Day  events  for  Gay 
News.  He  was  detained  at  the  air¬ 
port  when  an  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  of¬ 
ficial  noticed  a  gay  pride  button 
he  was  wearing  (see  GCN,  Vol.  6, 
No.  48). 

The  April  23  ruling,  by  U.S. 
District  Court  Judge  Robert 
Aguilar,  is  seen  as  a  major  victory 
in  a  long  and  perhaps  unfinished 
struggle  by  Hill  to  be  admitted  in¬ 
to  the  U.S. 

Contacted  by  GCN,  Hill  com¬ 
mented  that  he  would  continue  to 
pursue  the  case  should  Aguilar’s 
ruling  be  appealed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  “In  a  way,”  he  told  GCN, 
“the  guy  who  stopped  me  stopped 
the  wrong  person.  I’ve  been  in  the 
gay  movement  too  long  and  I’m 
not  going  to  let  this  one  go.” 

“I’ve  travelled  through  all  of 

Europe  and  part  of  the  Middle 
East,”  Hill  told  GCN,  “and  it’s 
only  when  I  come  to  the  land  of 
the  free  that  I  have  any  trouble.” 

Judge  Aguilar  ruled  that  “ab¬ 
sent  medical  certification,  no  one 
can  be  excluded”  from  entering 
the  United  States  because  of  their 
homosexuality,  according  to  Don 
Knutson  of  Gay  Rights  Advocates, 
Hill’s  attorney.  The  term 
“medical  certification”  refers  to  a 
1952  federal  statute  which  re- 


By  Jil  Clark 

CINCINATTI  —  “Not  guilty” 
was  the  verdict  handed  down  to 
three  so-called  cult  deprogram¬ 
mers  for  their  involvement  in  the 
kidnapping  and  alleged  rape  of  a 
woman  believed  by  her  mother  to 
be  a  lesbian. 

“I  think  (he  verdict  showed  a 
jury  will  permit  their  moral  eval¬ 
uations  to  enter  into  their  legal 
conclusion,”  said  Hamilton 
County  Judge  Gilbert  Bettman, 
who  presided  over  the  trial. 

Stephanie  Riethmiller,  20,  was 
snatched  from  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  apartment  she  shares 
with  Patricia  Thieman  on  Oc¬ 
tober  8  and,  she  alleges,  was  raped 
each  night  of  the  six  when  held 
captive  in  an  Alabama  “safe 
house”  by  her  mother  and  three 
“deprogrammers”  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  17). 

Riethmiller’s  mother  and 
father,  Marita  and  William  Rieth¬ 
miller,  arranged  the  episode 
because  they  suspected  their 
daughter  was  in  a  lesbian  relation¬ 
ship  with  her  roommate  who,  they 
said,  had  their  daughter  under 
“mind  control.”  They  paid  cult 
“deprogrammer”  Ted  Patrick 
$8,000  to  change  Stephanie  Rieth¬ 
miller’s  lifestyle. 

Neither  Stephanie  Riethmiller 
nor  Thieman  has  called  herself  a 
lesbian. 

Hamilton  County  Prosecutor 


quires  that  “persons  afflicted  with 
a  psychopathic  personality”  be 
excluded  from  entering  the  coun¬ 
try.  Prior  to  1979,  persons  sus¬ 
pected  by  the  INS  of  being  gay  or 
lesbian  were  required  to  submit  to 
an  examination  conducted  by  the 
Public  Health  Service  (PHS)  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  had 
a  “psychopathic  personality.” 

Faced  with  a  lawsuit  by  Hill  and 
GRA,  Julius  Richmond,  then 
surgeon  general  and  head  of  PHS, 
decided  in  August  of  1979  that  the 
PHS  would  no  longer  cooperate 
with  the  INS  in  conducting  the  ex¬ 
aminations  and  would  no  longer 
issue  certificates  of  excludability 
on  the  basis  of  homosexuality  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  5).  - 

Following  the  issuance  of  the 
directive  by  the  Surgeon  General, 
the  INS  developed  a  new  policy  by 
which  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
made  an  “unsolicited,  unambigu¬ 
ous  declaration  of  their  homo¬ 
sexuality”  could  still  be  excluded 
from  entering  the  U.S.  That 
policy  was  challenged  by  Hill  and 
GRA,  but  was  upheld  in  1981  by 
the  Board  of  Immigration  Ap¬ 
peals  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  3). 

Judge  Aguilar’s  ruling  over¬ 
turns  the  Board  of  Immigration 
Appeals  decision  by  holding  that 
medical  certification  is  required 
and,  since  such  certification  is  no 
longer  available,  effectively  ties 
the  hands  of  the  INS,  preventing 
them  from  making  exclusions  on 
the  basis  of  homosexuality. 

“We’re  thrilled,  of  course,” 
Knutson  told  GCN.  “It’s  been  a 
long  time.  For  28  years  they  have 
been  certifying  people  as  afflicted 
with  psychopathic  personalities 
and  all  this  bullshit  and  when  that 
was  taken  away  from  them  they 
(the  INS]  said,  ‘We  can  do 
whatever  we  want  to,’  and  now 
they  can’t  do  that.” 

Asked  by  GCN  about  the  effect 


Simon  Leis,  famous  here  for  his 
vitriol  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  granted  immunity  to  the 
parents  in  exchange  for  testifying 
at  the  trial.  Stephanie  Riethmiller, 
who  has  filed  a  $2.5  million  suit 
against  her  parents  and  their  hire¬ 
lings,  strongly  objected  to  the 
granting  of  immunity  to  her 
parents,  but  Leis  said  that  without 
the  parent’s  testimony  the  pro¬ 
secution  had  no  case  against 
Patrick. 

However,  both  parents  became 
witnesses  for  the  defense  and  their 
testimony  was  used  against 
Stephanie  Riethmiller.  Patrick 
was  described  by  Leis  as  “a 
mercenary  for  hire,”  implying  he 
was  not  actually  culpable  for  any 
wrong-doing  because  he  was  only 
fulfilling  a  contract. 

Leis’  granting  immunity  to 
Marita  and  William  Riethmiller 
“was  entirely  inappropriate,” 
said  Stephanie  Riethmiller’s  at¬ 
torney,  Mitchell  Goldberg.  “It’s 
like  a  big  mafia  chief  in  New  York 
offering  to  have  somebody  rubbed 
out  in  Illinois,  then  being  given 
immunity  so  he  can  testify  against 
the  trigger  man.  If  anything,  it 
should  be  the  other  way  around 
.  .  .  I  think  the  jurors  saw  this, 
too.” 

Patrick,  51,  James  Roe,  25, 
both  of  San  Diego,  and  Naomi 
Goss,  25,  an  ex-“Moonie”  from 
Cedar  Bluff,  Alabama,  were 


of  the  ruling,  Knutson  replied 
“That  depends  totally  on  what  the 
government  does.  They  could  ac¬ 
cept  the  decision,  the  Justice 
Department  could  order  the  INS 
to  conform  to  the  decision  all 
across  the  country,  they  could  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Ninth  Circuit  [Court  of 
Appeals],  They  have  30  days  to  do 


charged  with  sexual  battery, 
assault,  kidnapping  and  abduc¬ 
tion.  Judge  Bettman  dropped  the 
kidnapping  charges  against  all 
three  defendants  and  dropped  the 
sexual  battery  charge  against  all 
but  Roe,  the  alleged  rapist,  before 
the  jury  went  into  deliberation. 
When  the  12  jurors  returned,  they 
entered  verdicts  of  “not  guilty”  in 
Continued  on  page  6 

News  Analysis 


By  Mitzel 

TORONTO  —  On  Wednesday, 
April  21  two  senior  Toronto 
police  officers  from  the  city’s 
Morality  Squad  entered  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  and  selected  two 
magazines  for  purchase.  While 
assistant  manager  Kevin  Orr  rang 
up  the  sale,  the  police  identified 
themselves  and  arrested  Orr  on 
the  charge  of  “possession  of  ob¬ 
scene  material  for  the  purpose  of 
sale.” 

The  two  arresting  officers  were 
Sergeant  Stephens,  a  long-time 
member  of  Toronto’s  vice  unit, 
and  Sergeant  Basett,  his  superior 
officer.  The  two  magazines  cited 
in  the  offense  were  Come  Watch 


it.” 

Knutson  said  it  was  “quite 
possible”  that  the  government 
would  appeal  the  ruling,  and  add¬ 
ed  that  “the  loser  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals  would  take  it  to  the 
Supreme  Court.”  Knutson  also 
noted  that  “Washington,  the 
Justice  Department,  has  been 
directing  this  case  since  the  begin¬ 
ning.” 

There  was  some  concern  that 
Reagan’s  newly  appointed 
Surgeon  General,  arch-conserva¬ 
tive  C.  Everett  Koop,  or  the  new 
head  of  the  Public  Health  Service, 
Dr.  Edward  Brandt,  also  a 
Reagan  appointee,  might  attempt 
to  circumvent  the  ruling  by  re¬ 
instating  exclusionary  examina¬ 
tions  for  the  INS.  A  spokesperson 
for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  which  oversees 
the  PHS,  however,  told  GCN  that 
“No  one  has  suggested  that  we 


and  Lealherman,  neither  of  which 
depicted  penetration  or  full  erec¬ 
tion.  Both  magazines  were  sup¬ 
plied  to  Glad  Day  through  a  local 
distributor,  the  Orgone  Company. 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  specializes 
in  the  sale  of  books,  magazines, 
cards,  records,  posters  and 
jewelry  of  interest  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  The  Toronto  store  was 
founded  in  December  1970  by 
Jearld  Moldenhauer,  a  United 
States  citizen,  who  also  owns  and 
operates  Glad  Day  Bookshop  in 
Boston. 

Orr  appeared  in  York  County 
Court  on  Monday,  April  26,  with 
his  attorney  Diane  Martin.  A  pre¬ 
trial  hearing  was  set  for  July  19. 


would  change  our  policy.”  The 
spokesperson  said  that  the  1979 
decision  to  stop  performing  the 
examinations  was  “still  in  effect” 
and  that  “nothing  has  changed." 

GCN  asked  Knutson  about  the 
possibility  that  the  PHS  might 
again  begin  to  conduct  the 
examinations.  He  termed  the 
chances  of  that  “unlikely”  and 
added,  “I’d  love  it  if  they  did. 
That  would  make  it  even  clearer 
what  horses’  asses  they  are.”  He 
noted  that  “we’ve  had  past,  pre¬ 
sent  and  future  presidents  of  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association 
and  the  American  Psychological 
Association  indicating  that  it  was 
unethical  for  physicians  to  make 
these  unmedical  decisions.” 

Rep.  Henry  Waxman  (D-Calit.) 
issued  a  statement  on  the  decision, 
commenting  that  “this  court  rul¬ 
ing  represents  a  long  overdue 
change  in  federal  discrimination 
against  gay  people.  The  dis¬ 
crimination  itself  is  indefensible. 
The  description  of  such  dis¬ 
crimination  as  a  question  of 
medicine  is  a  particularly  offen¬ 
sive  charade.” 

Waxman  added  “1  would  hope 
that  the  INS  and  PHS  would 
abide  by  this  medical  and  legal 
judgement  that  healthy  people 
should  not  be  subjected  to 
medical  inquisitions.  In  the  face 
of  real  problems  of  health  care 
.  .  .  any  diversion  of  valuable 
PHS  time  and  expertise  to  a  return 
of  political  psychiatry  would  be 
public  malpractice.”  Waxman  is 
the  chair  of  the  Subcommittee  on 
Health  and  the  Environment. 

The  Hill  case  is  not  the  first  case 
involving  gay  and  lesbian  non¬ 
citizens  to  come  before  Judge 
Aguilar.  In  June  of  1981,  the  San 
Francisco  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Committee  filed  a 
broadly  worded  class-action  suit 
in  Aguilar’s  court  charging  that 
the  exclusion  of  gay  and  lesbian 
non-citizens  violates  the  First 
Amendment  rights  of  gay  U.S. 
citizens  “who  want  and  need  to 
know  the  experiences  of  gay  and 
lesbian  persons  of  other  nations” 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  49). 
Aguilar  agreed  that  “significant 
constitutional  questions”  were 
raised  by  the  suit  and  granted  a 
preliminary  injunction.  The  INS 
filed  an  appeal  to  the  ruling  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  15);  oral 
arguments  will  be  heard  on  the 
case  next  month. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Maximum  penalty  upon  convic¬ 
tion  is  a  $500  fine  and  six  months 
in  jail. 

A  community  meeting  held  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  25,  resulted 
(in  a  letter  being  sent  to  the  police 
chief  outlining  community  objec¬ 
tions  to  this  latest  cop  attack  on 
the  gay  community  and  demand¬ 
ing  that  the  police  respond  no 
later  thanApril  28.  A  defense  fund 
was  set  up  and  a  press  conference 
was  announced. 

Questions  were  immediately 
raised  about  why  this  bust  oc¬ 
curred.  According  to  one  person 
familiar  with  how  these  things 
happen  in  Toronto,  a  vendor 
Continued  on  page  3 


‘Deprogrammers’  Acquitted 


The  Latest  in  a  Long  Series : 
Bookshop  Bust  in  Toronto 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“I  want  to  be  especially  blunt  about  the  political 
aspects  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma.  This  horrible  disease  af¬ 
flicts  members  of  one  of  the  nation’s  most  stigmatiz¬ 
ed  and  discriminated-against  minorities.  The  victims 
are  not  typical  Mainstreet  Americans.  They  are  gays 
—  mainly  from  New  York,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  . . . 

“Legionnaire’s  disease  hit  a  group  of  predom¬ 
inantly  white,  heterosexual  middle-aged  members  of 
the  American  Legion.  The  respectability  of  the  victims 
brought  them  a  degree  of  attention  and  funding  for 
research  and  treatment  far  greater  than  that  made 
available  so  far  to  the  victims  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma.  I 
want  to  emphasize  the  contrast  because  the  ‘more 
popular’  Legionnaire’s  disease  affected  fewer  people 
(and  proved  less  likely  to  be  fatal).  What  society  judg¬ 
ed  was  not  the  severity  of  the  disease  but  the  social 
acceptability  of  the  individuals  afflicted  with  it.” 

—  Representative  Henry  A.  Waxman  (D-Los  Ange¬ 
les),  in  his  opening  remarks  to  an  April  13  Congres¬ 
sional  hearing  on  the  recent  national  epidemic  of 
Kaposi’s  sarcoma  and  other  related  infections. 


unsichere  Kantonisten 

APPENZELL,  Switzerland  —  Male  voters  in  this 
Swiss  canton  voted  four  to  one  on  April  25  against 
granting  women  the  right  to  vote  in  town  and  cantonal 
elections. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times,  the 
5,000  adult  male  citizens  of  Appenzell-lnnerhoden 
Canton  vote  with  a  show  of  hands  at  the  Landsge- 
meinde,  an  annual  outdoor  assembly.  The  total 
population  of  the  canton  is  13,000. 

The  vote  comes  10  months  after  the  introduction 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Swiss  constitution  guaran¬ 
teeing  equality  before  the  law  regardless  of  sex.  A  na¬ 
tional  election  in  1971  granted  women  the  right  to 
vote  in  national  elections. 


liberties 

CHICAGO  —  A  Cook  County  Grand  Jury  handed 
down  indictments  on  April  13  against  five  men  accus¬ 
ed  of  “taking  indecent  liberties”  with  minors  after  a 
police  investigation  of  a  Chicago  juice  bar. 

Both  the  owner  and  manager  of  the  bar  were  ar¬ 
rested  on  the  premises,  according  to  Chicago  Gaylife. 
The  other  three  were  arrested  in  their  homes.  Ar¬ 
raignments  for  the  five  have  been  scheduled  for  May 
4. 

Police  said  the  arrests  were  the  result  of  a  four- 
month  investigation  of  the  bar  conducted  jointly  by 
the  Youth  Division  and  the  Prostitution  and  Obscene 
Matter  Unit  of  the  Vice  Control  Section .  A  police 
spokesperson  said  the  investigation  is  continuing.  “If 
the  investigation  proves  fruitful,  of  course,  there  will 
be  additional  arrests.” 


discrimination  not  ok  in  ok 

NORMAN,  OK  —  The  Oklahoma  University  (OU) 
School  of  Social  Work  has  adopted  a  new  policy  of 
non-discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation 
in  admission,  academics,  financial  aid,  employment 
policy  or  any  school-administered  program. 

The  new  policy,  says  graduate  student  Steve 
Keller,  will  assure  future  lesbian  and  gay  applicants 
“that  they  have  nothing  to  hide.” 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Oklahoma  Daily,  the 
Graduate  Student  Social  Work  Association  of  OU 
passed  a  non-discrimination  policy  on  March  4,  pro¬ 
mpting  the  university  faculty  to  adopt  an  identical 
policy  on  April  16. 


options 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  The  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task 
Force  has  reorganized  and  will  begin  shortly  to 
publish  a  newsletter. 

Options,  a  monthly  magazine  of  news  and 
features,  “will  elaborate  on  all  gay-connected  and 
gay-sponsored  groups  and  events  in  Rhode  Island.” 
The  first  issue  will  appear  on  May  1. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  Rhode  Island 
Gay  Task  Force  at  P.O.  Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta¬ 
tion,  Providence,  Rl  02903. 


against  fast  breeders 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  contingent  of  150  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  joined  50,000  others  in  a  demon¬ 
stration  here  for  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  group  gathered  under  a  banner  proclaiming 
“Internatinoal  Gay  Solidarity”  located  near  the  El 
Salvador  and  Latin  American  contingents,  and 
chanted  slogans  including  “Gays  against  fast 
breeders!” 

The  march,  a  part  of  the  international  campaign 
for  the  1982  United  Nations  Second  Special  Session 
on  Disarmament  (SSD-II),  ended  with  a  concert  featur¬ 
ing  feminist  singers  Robyn  Archer  and  Margaret 
Roadknight. 


a  watchful  ear 

BOSTON  —  Watchline,  a  project  designed  to 
monitor  violence  directed  at  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
the  Greater  Boston  area,  will  begin  operation  of  a 
special  telephone  hotline  on  May  1. 

Persons  who  have  recently  been  the  victims  of 
anti-gay  attacks  are  asked  to  call  Watchline  to  report 
the  violence  they  have  experienced.  Absolute  confi¬ 
dentiality  and  anonymity  are  assured. 

Organizers  of  the  project  hope  to  compile  docu¬ 
mentation  and  statistical  data,  independent  of  police 
records,  concerning  anti-gay  violence,  and  to  provide 
support  for  the  victims  of  attacks.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
documentation  obtained  can  be  used  to  help  defend 
ourselves  against  such  violence  in  the  future.  The 
Boston  Police  Department  keeps  no  records  specifi¬ 
cally  concerning  violence  directed  at  lesbians  and  gay 
males. 

The  Watchline  telephone  number  is  (617)  262- 
5250.  It  will  be  in  operation  from  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  Fri¬ 
day  through  Monday. 


demo  pinnies  for  falwell  ninnies 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  Feminist  and  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  here  have  begun  preparations  for  a  scheduled 
mid-May  visit  by  fundamentalist  New  Right  leader 
Jerry  Falwell. 

The  Women’s  Abortion  Action  Campaign  and  the 
Gay  Solidarity  Group  have  combined  forces  to  form 
the  Campaign  Against  Repression,  a  group  which 
plans  to  counter  the  attacks  Falwell  is  expected  to 
make  on  the  women’s  movement  and  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  in  Australia. 

A  group  of  gay  people  has  also  registered  “Moral 
Majority”  as  a  trade  name,  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
Falwell  from  using  the  name  during  his  visit.  The  gay 
group  plans  to  use  the  name  to  promote  t-shirts  and 
bumper  stickers  with  feminist  and  lesbian  and  gay 
slogans. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Nile,  a  member  of  Parliament  and 
leader  of  the  Festival  of  Light,  the  fundamentalist 
organization  sponsoring  Falwell’s  visit,  responded  to 
the  gay  group’s  action  with  a  threat  of  a  lawsuit,  but  a 
spokesperson  for  the  group  seemed  not  to  be  worried. 
“Let  him  try,”  he  said.  “The  publicity  would  be  good 
for  us  and  costly  for  him.  We’ve  already  come  out  with 
demo  pinnies  for  one  of  the  gay  rallies  during  the 
homosexual  law  reform  debate  last  month.” 

Demo  pinnies,  according  to  an  Australian  source, 
are  “individual  cloth  placards  in  the  shape  of  a 
pinafore  with  a  gay  slogan  back  and  front.” 


embracing  lesbians 

FRANKFORT,  KY  —  Legislation  aimed  at 
strengthening  state  programs  dealing  with  spouse 
abuse  has  passed  here,  despite  vicious  attacks  by  two 
representatives  who  criticized  anti-spouse  abuse 
organizers  for  “embracing  lesbians  as  leaders”  and 
employing  “radical  feminists.” 

The  law  paves  the  way  for  the  opening  of  two  new 
spouse  abuse  centers  in  Kentucky,  to  be  financed  by 
a  new  $10  surcharge  on  marriage  licenses. 

Rep.  Willard  Allen  (R-Morgantown),  in  a  speech 
on  the  floor  of  the  Kentucky  house,  claimed  that 
“spouse  abuse  centers  are  run  by  liberals  [who  are] 
pro-ERA,  pro-abortion,  [and]  anti-family.”  Efforts  by 
Allen  and  Rep.  Tom  Riner  (D-Louisville)  to  kill  the  bill 
ran  into  severe  opposition  by  the  Kentucky  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Women  and  several  outspoken  legislators. 


improving  relations 

CHICAGO  —  After  consultation  with  the  Illinois 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  the  Chicago  Police  De¬ 
partment  has  issued  a  training  bulletin  designed  to 
improve  relations  between  the  police  and  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community. 

The  bulletin,  entitled  “The  Gays  and  the  Police” 
and  issued  to  all  officers  in  the  department,  seeks  “to 
familiarize  police  officers  with  the  special  problems 
and  common  misconceptions  concerning  the  non¬ 
heterosexual  lifestyle  of  both  male  and  female  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community.” 

According  to  the  bulletin,  “Gays  often  suffer 
from  criminal  victimization  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation. . . .  When  they  become  victims  of  criminal 
activities,  many,  because  of  fear  of  exposure,  do  not 
report  the  crime  to  the  police.  Others  feel  that  the 
police  might  be  unsympathetic  to  them. . . .  Gays  as  a 
group  are  more  often  the  victims  of  crime  rather  than 
the  offenders.” 

The  Illinois  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  in  a  pre¬ 
pared  statement,  has  called  the  bulletin  "a  sensitive 
and  enlightened  document  that  tells  officers  about 
gays  and  reminds  those  officers  that  gay  people  are 
not  to  be  discriminated  against  and  are  to  be  treated 
as  any  other  citizen.” 


task  force  commissioned 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Police  Ad¬ 
visory  Task  Force  has  been  officially  recognized  as  a 
citizens’  commission  by  the  Los  Angeles  Police  Com¬ 
mission,  in  a  move  supported  by  Police  Chief  Daryl 
Gates. 

According  to  a  report  in  ONEietter,  newsletter  of 
ONE,  Inc.,  the  task  force,  which  originated  in  October 
1981,  comprises  an  18-member  voting  board  and  rep¬ 
resents  a  cross-section  of  the  Los  Angeles  gay  and 
lesbian  community. 

According  to  Jim  La  Maida,  co-chair  of  the  task 
force,  “In  the  last  couple  of  years  relations  between 
the  LAPD  and  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  have 
begun  to  change  in  a  positive  way.  While  this  is  only  a 
beginning,  the  Commission’s  action  is  an  important 
sign  that  communications  are  improving  and  that  the 
city  government  is  opening  up  to  ideas  from  one  of  its 
largest,  but  often  invisible  minority  groups,  namely 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community.” 


theologic 

TOKYO  —  Nobel  laureate  Mother  Teresa,  visiting 
Japan,  remarked  recently  that  "abortion  is  destroying 
the  home,  and  destroying  the  home  will  destroy  peace 
among  nations.” 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  abortion, 
which  is  legal  in  Japan,  is  increasing  among  young  un¬ 
married  women  in  that  country.  Mother  Teresa  and 
several  other  Roman  Catholic  nuns  have  established 
a  home  for  unmarried  mothers  in  Tokyo. 


toxic  suit 

CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IA  —  A  federal  jury  found  the 
Procter  &  Gamble  Co.  liable  on  April  21  for  the  toxic 
shock  syndrome  death  of  a  woman  who  used  its  Rely 
tampons  and  ordered  the  payment  of  $300,000  in  ac¬ 
tual  damages  to  the  dead  woman’s  husband. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  a  U.S.  District 
Court  jury  of  four  men  and  four  women  decided  after 
two  days  of  deliberatiion  in  favor  of  the  claim  of 
Michael  Kehm  that  his  wife  Patricia  died  as  a  result  of 
her  use  of  the  tampons. 

Procter  &  Gamble  has  indicated  it  may  appeal  the 
verdict.  According  to  divisional  services  manager 
Carol  Boyd,  “We  have  sympathy  for  Mr.  Kehm  and  his 
family,  and  we  can  understand  that  the  jury  did  too. 
However,  we  cannot  be  satisfied  with  anything  short 
of  Rely’s  total  vindication,  and  we  are  reviewing  our 
legal  options,  including  an  appeal.” 

“We  are  confident  that  our  product  did  not  cause 
this  woman’s  tragic  illness  and,  obviously,  the  finding 
of  no  punitive  damages  confirms  our  position  that  the 
company  has  reacted  responsibly  through  the  toxic 
shock  syndrome  controversy,”  Boyd  added. 

News  Notes  compiled  this  week 
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Queen  City  Demonstrators  Greet  Jerry  Fal well 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  An  unprece¬ 
dented  turn-out  of  young  and  old, 
gay  and  non-gay,  pro-choice  ac¬ 
tivists  and  others  welcomed  Jerry 
Falwell  to  the  Queen  City  on  April 
15. 

The  picket  outside  Falwell’s 
fundraiser  at  Convention  Center 
for  his  Liberty  Baptist  College 
reflected  the  rage  and  humor  that 
has  recently  greeted  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  leader  elsewhere. 

“Vote  Falwell/Orwell  in  1984” 
read  a  sign  carried  by  Dan  of 
Walnut  Hills  High  School. 
“George  Orwell  wrote  the  book 
about  a  totalitarian  state,  and 
Falwell’s  trying  to  write  the 
reality,”  he  said.  “You  know  he’s 
going  for  it.” 

The  newest  contingent  of  “La¬ 
dies  Against  Women”  (LAW) 
dressed  up  in  fancy  old  clothes  and 
demanded  “Procreation  Not  Rec¬ 
reation.”  The  Alliance  for  Repro¬ 
ductive  Rights’  spoof,  inspired  by 
California’s  Plutonium  Players 
and  replicated  at  recent  demon¬ 
strations  against  several  right-wing 
leaders,  was  credited  with  turning 
out  many  people. 

Jason  Byers,  organizer  of  Stone¬ 


wall  Cincinnati,  a  political  action 
committee,  was  thrilled  with  the 
turn-out. “It  shows  there  is  a  lot  of 
anger  here  and  if  this  conservative 
town  will  stand  up  against  Falwell, 
he  doesn’t  have  a  chance  anywhere 
else,”  Byers  said. 

Byers  and  Phebe  of  the  Lesbian 
Activist  Bureau  (LAB)  were  two  of 
the  main  movers  behind  the  rally. 
Phebe  had  gotten  word  of  Fal- 
well’s  visit  because  she  is  on  his 
“Old  Time  Gospel  Hour’s”  mail¬ 
ing  list.  She  then  contacted  50  sup¬ 
portive  groups  about  the  picket. 
She  said  the  event  had  universal 
appeal  because  Falwell  attacks  in¬ 
dividual  rights.  “He’s  waging  a 
holy  war  against  anyone  who  dis¬ 
agrees  with  his  strict,  traditional 
interpretation  of  what  is  family,” 
she  said. 

Prof.  Robert  McNee,  who  is  on 
the  national  Gay  Academic  Union 
board  of  directors,  was  surprised 
at  the  turn-out.  “I  didn’t  expect 
these  numbers,”  he  said,  pointing 
to  the  mixture  of  bar  people,  street 
people,  feminists  and  others.  “1 
think  it’s  great.  The  women  and 
men  are  together  on  this.” 

LAB  has  in  the  past  refused  to 
cooperate  with  the  Greater  Cincin¬ 


nati  Gay  Coalition  (GCGC)  be¬ 
cause  of  a  dispute  over  man/boy 
love.  LAB  invited  GCGC  to  co¬ 
sponsor  this  event. 

Longtime  lesbian  activist  Janet 
Fay  Peak  was  also  surprised  that 
“so  many  gay  men  turned  out  on  a 
political  issue.  .  .  .  It’s  really  fan¬ 
tastic  and  1  hope  it  indicates  they’ll 
start  to  get  active  in  things  again.” 

Michael  Burnham  of  the  guer¬ 
rilla  theatre  group  Street  Talk 
wore  a  cardboard  adult  bookstore, 
offering  25-cent  peeks  at  classic 
books  that  have  been  banned  or 
dropped  from  reading  lists.  “My 
mind  is  mine,”  chanted  the  dem¬ 
onstrators. 

“Tyranny  and  oppression  begin 
with  censorship,”  noted  Dan. 
“When  you  restrict  the  exchange 
of  ideas,  you  restrict  chances  for  a 
better  future.” 

When  this  reporter  spotted  the 
Rev.  Tom  Trammel,  head  of  the 
Southwest  Ohio  Moral  Majority, 
entering  the  dinner,  demonstrators 
closed  in  to  chant  “Two-four-six- 
eight,  we  don’t  want  your  Chris¬ 
tian  hate.” 

“They  call  this  freedom  and  lib¬ 
erty,”  Trammel  told  GCN. 
“That’s  absurd.  This  [protest]  is 


Judge  Dismisses  Lawsuit 
Against  S.F.  Gay  Newspaper 


By  David  Morris 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  For  the 
second  time,  a  judge  has  dismissed 
a  $5  million  lawsuit  filed  against  a 
gay  newspaper  by  a  police  of¬ 
ficers’  union. 

Superior  Court  Judge  Ira 
Brown  ruled  on  April  16  that  the 
lawsuit,  filed  last  July  by  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Officers  Asso¬ 
ciation  against  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter  (BAR),  lacked  a  “cause 
of  action.”  The  suit  charged  that 
a  BAR  news  article  on  a  public 
meeting,  during  which  officers 
Holly  Pera  and  Corbett  Dickey 
were  accused  of  brutality,  was  in¬ 
accurate  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  5). 

Stephen  Bley,  attorney  for  Pera 
and  Dickey,  told  GCN  at  the  time 
the  suit  was  filed  that  the  news  ar¬ 
ticle  did  not  distinguish  clearly 
between  fact  and  what  persons  at 
the  meeting  had  claimed  were 
fact.  According  to  the  article, 
Pera  and  Dickey  were  named  by 
several  individuals  who  said  they 
had  been  victimized  by  police  in 
the  Haight  Ashbury  district  of  the 


city. 

POA  now  has  20  working  days 
in  which  to  file  an  amended  suit. 
According  to  BAR  publisher  Bob 
Ross,  POA  has  attempted  to  settle 
the  matter  out  of  court  by  offering 
to  withdraw  the  demand  for 
money  if  BAR  publishes  a  letter  of 
apology  for  the  article.  Ross  told 
GCN  his  paper  has  refused.  “To 
apologize  would  show  signs  of 
guilt,”  he  said,  “which  is  not 
true.” 

Ross  said  that  if  POA  asks  for 
an  extension  of  the  20-day  period, 
BAR  will  probably  grant  it.  He 
said  BAR  and  its  attorneys  would 
not  be  opposed  to  a  third  hearing 
on  the  suit  so  that  a  “major  rul¬ 
ing”  could  be  issued  on  the 
paper’s  right  to  report  on  public 
events. 

Ross  added  that  BAR  is  con¬ 
sidering  filing  a  countersuit 
against  POA,  once  the  current  suit 
is  settled. 

Pending  a  decision  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  place  the  ques¬ 
tion  on  the  ballot,  San  Francisco 


voters  may  decide  this  November 
on  a  proposal  being  discussed  at 
the  time  of  the  BAR  article  by 
which  complaints  against  the 
police  would  be  taken  to  a  Civilian 
Complaint  Board  instead  of  being 
handled  within  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  as  is  currently  the  practice. 
The  POA  has  consistently  op¬ 
posed  the  proposal. 

—filed  from  Boston 


why  good  citizens  ought  to  show 
the  whole  world  that  people  who 
are  straight  are  the  ones  our 
economy  is  looking  to  for  leader¬ 
ship.” 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  minister  Rev.  Jerry  Motto 
grabbed  the  megaphone  when  he 
spotted  Trammel.  “1  would  be 
ashamed  to  say  I  spend  $59  million 
for  a  TV  program  when  we’ve  got 
people  starving  to  death,”  he 
shouted.  Later,  Motto  decried 
Falwell’s  big-budgeted  “  gospel  of 
hate  and  bitterness.  Jesus  preach¬ 
ed  love  and  that’s  what  we’re  all 
about.  That’s  what’s  got  Falwell 
so  upset.  We’re  trying  to  teach  him 
how  to  love  and  the  only  tour- 
letter  word  he  knows  is  hate.” 
Motto  said  only  “compassion, 
understanding,  love  and  lessons  in 
individuality”  will  save  the  Amer¬ 
ican  family. 

Falwell’s  visit  coincided  with  the 
trial  of  people  who  allegedly  kid¬ 
napped  a  local  woman  for  de¬ 
programming  from  a  supposed  les¬ 
bian  relationship,  prompting  one 
man  to  carry  a  sign  saying 
“Deprogram  Falwell.”  Asked  to 
explain,  Ed  said,  “We  have  a 
situation  where  people  motivated 
by  some  kind  of  fervor  have  tried 
to  deprogram  [Stephanie  Rieth- 
miller]  from  her  lifestyle.  She  was 
kidnapped,  abused,  denied  the 
right  to  choose  her  own  lifestyle. 
We’re  here  to  protest  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  religious  and  pseudo¬ 
religious  persons  and  groups  in  the 
private  lives  of  American 
citizens.” 

An  elderly,  inner-city  minister. 
Rev.  Maurice  McCracken,  ad¬ 
vocated  civil  disobedience  and 
criticized  Hamilton  County  Pro¬ 
secutor  Simon  Leis,  Jr.  “1  have 
nothing  against  Leis  personally,” 
he  said,  “but  1  think  it’s  wrong  to 
keep  a  man  in  office  who  assumes 
to  be  a  judge  of  what  another  per¬ 
son  thinks,  who  brings  all  this  kind 


of  pressure,  who  intimidates  peo¬ 
ple  under  threat  of  retaliation  if 
they  do  not  conform  to  his  will.” 

Leis  is  running  for  a  county 
judgeship  in  the  fall. 

McCracken  was  jailed  by  Leis 
when  he  refused  to  testify  against 
men  who  had  kidnapped  him. 
“Today  we’re  showing  solidarity 
for  freedom  of  speech.  1  want 
[others  who  disagree)  to  grant  me 
my  rights.  When  1  was  incarcer¬ 
ated,  Leis  said,  ‘Everybody  should 
obey  the  law  ’.  1  think  we  are  oblig¬ 
ed  to  disobey  the  law  if  it  is  w  rong. 
The  law  allows  that,  with  penal¬ 
ties.  We  have  a  responsibility  to 
disobey  [unjust  laws].  We  should 
always  judge  an  action  on  whether 
it’s  right  or  wrong,  not  whether  the 
law  says  we  mustn’t  do  something. 

“1  hope  the  day  will  come  when 
there  is  a  higher  law  that  will 
govern  everybody’s  life,  then  we 
won’t  need  demonstrations  such 
as  today’s,”  he  added. 

LAW'  members  urged  that  “Up¬ 
pity  Women  Repent”  and  argued 
“Sperm  are  People  Too.”  “We 
want  to  nip  womanhood  in  the 
bud,”  one  participant  said.  "We 
must  beat  back  the  feministic 
blight  of  Hat  shoes,  blue  jeans,  and 
female  facial  nudity.  We  fight 
against  the  horrible  crime  of  self 
abuse.  It’s  mass  murder.  The 
rights  of  the  unconceived  are  very 
important,  and  we’re  here  to  pro¬ 
tect  them.” 

Supporters  chanted,  “Phyllis 
Schlafly,  she’s  our  man.  If  she 
can’t  do  it,  nobody  can.” 

“Falwell  wants  us  to  be  card¬ 
board  white,  middle-class  Amer¬ 
icans  with  two  kids,  a  dog  and  two 
cars  in  the  suburbs,”  said  Byers. 
“That’s  his  Ozzie  and  Harriet  vi¬ 
sion  of  America  and  we  will  not 
allow  it.” 

WA1F-FM  will  repeat  “Gay- 
dreams’  ”  30-minute  documen¬ 
tary  on  the  rally  at  11  p.m.  on 
Mother’s  Day,  May  9. 


Gay  Students  in  Tennessee 
Granted  On-Campus  Status 


Bookshop  Bust 


continued  from  pa  ye  I 
retailing  potentially  offensive 
printed  matter  will  first  be  warned 
to  remove  the  titles  prior  to  being 
cited.  Glad  Day  received  no  such 
notice.  Matters  of  obscenity  are 
even  less  clearly  defined  in 
Canada  than  in  the  United  States. 
The  charge  Orr  faces  is  what  is 
known  as  a  “hybrid  offense.”  It  is 
up  to  the  Crown’s  attorney,  the 
prosecutor,  to  ask  the  court 
whether  it  will  be  tried  as  a  mis¬ 
demeanor  or  a  felony. 

Sergeant  Stephens  told  a 
Toronto  attorney  who  monitored 
this  bust  that  the  police  were  not 
after  Glad  Day  but  after  the 
distributor.  Yet  the  question  was 
raised  why  the  distributor  was  not 
cited  at  the  point  of  entry,  since 
the  two  items  used  for  the  arrest 
were  U.S.  imports. 

Canadian  Broadcast  Corpora¬ 
tion  producer  Max  Allen,  who 
was  acquitted  after  his  arrest  for 
obscenity  in  1972  after  he  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  show  a  video  print  of 
Russ  Meyers’  The  Vixens  at  a 
Toronto  cinema  club,  connected 
the  Glad  Day  bust  to  the  ongoing 
anti-gay  police  actions  in  Toron¬ 
to.  He  mentioned  the  forthcoming 
retrial  of  The  Body  Politic,  which 
is  scheduled  to  begin  June  1. 
“Before  a  major  trial,  police  get 
busy  and  bust  everybody,”  he 


said.  “Usual  police  procedure  is 
to  make  it  seem  like  an  epidemic. 
And  this  is  part  of  the  scheme.” 

The  Body  Politic,  a  10-year-old 
gay  liberation  monthly  in  Toron¬ 
to,  was  tried  and  acquitted  of 
obscenity  charges  in  1979.  Since 
Canada,  unlike  the  United  States, 
does  not  forbid  double  jeopardy, 
The  Body  Politic  and  its  staff  are 
being  retried  on  the  exact  same 
charges.  The  trial  is  considered  a 
major  political  trial  in  Ontario. 

Moldenhauer,  who  was  in  his 
Boston  bookshop  at  the  time  of 
the  Toronto  bust,  didn’t  believe 
that  the  cops  were  really  after  the 
distributor  “even  though  customs 
is  sloppy  and  inefficient.” 
Moldenhauer  thinks  that  this 
latest  police  action  may  be  con¬ 
nected  to  the  fact  that  his  inter¬ 
national  mail  coming  to  Boston 
has  been  opened  lately.  He 
suspects  an  ongoing  police  in¬ 
vestigation. 

“I  wish  we  knew  how  far  this 
was  going  to  go  on.  Or  what  they 
have  to  gain.  Are  they  after  me 
personally?”  Moldenhauer  said 
that  the  Morality  Squad  had  not 
harassed  his  Toronto  store  before, 
even  though  he  is  quite  sure  the 
store  is  regularly  visited  by  police 
surveillance  teams.  He  talked 
about  his  options  given  this  latest 
bust.  “The  concept  of  censorship 


By  David  Morris 

CHATTANOOGA,  TN  —  The  chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  has  averted  a 
possible  lawsuit  by  granting  official  campus  status  to 
the  university’s  first  lesbian  and  gay  student  group. 

Chancellor  Frederick  Obear’s  Feb.  3  decision 
granting  recognition  to  Students  for  Gay  Awareness 
(SfGA)  overturns  earlier  rulings  by  the  administration 
and  by  the  student  government  that  SfGA  should  not 
be  allowed  on  campus  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  Nos.  24  and 
25). 

According  to  Gaze,  a  gay  and  lesbian  newspaper  in 
Memphis,  Obear’s  decision  was  based  on  the  advice 
of  attorneys  who  saw  little  chance  of  winning  a  court 
battle  on  the  question.  A  precedent  favoring  SfGA 
was  set  in  1979  when  a  district  court  ruled  that  Austin 
Peay  State  University  in  Clarksville,  TN,  could  not 
refuse  to  grant  campus  recognition  to  the  Student 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights. 

The  administration  has  reservations.  “University 
registration  does  not  mean  endorsement  of  the  pur¬ 
poses  or  activities  of  any  association  by  the  faculty  or 
administration,”  according  to  a  letter  from  university 
administrator  Charles  Temple  to  SfGA  president 
Jaan  Ingle.  “It  means  only  that  the  association  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  meeting  the  minimum  requirements  set  for 
all  student  associations.  .  .  .  We  fully  expect  your 
organization  to  comply  with  the  constitution  and  laws 


of  the  state  of  Tennessee  and  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  University  of  Tennessee.” 

At  a  press  conference  called  to  announce  his  deci¬ 
sion,  Obear  said  he  was  approving  registration  of 
SfGA  “in  full  understanding  that  the  sentiment  of  the 
campus  community  is  largely  against  this  action  to 
register  a  group  advocating  by  its  presence  an  objec¬ 
tionable  lifestyle.” 

The  student  government  voted  at  two  separate 
meetings  last  November  to  deny  recognition  to  SfGA 
and  the  student  newspaper  the  Echo  found  that  most 
of  the  students  it  surveyed  agreed  with  the  student 
government  votes.  “It’s  a  moral  disgrace  to  UTC  to 
have  fags  on  campus,”  the  Echo  quotes  one  student 
as  saying. 

One  student  senator  said  last  November  when  stu¬ 
dent  government  was  considering  the  SfGA  applica¬ 
tion  that  on-campus  status  for  the  group  would  hurt 
the  university’s  enrollment.  But  Ingle  told  GCN  that 
she  had  heard  members  of  the  Chattanooga  gay  com¬ 
munity  say  they  would  register  at  the  university  this 
fall  specifically  to  join  SfGA. 

Ingle  said  she  expects  the  SfGA  membership  to 
show  a  significant  increase  this  fall  when  the  organiza¬ 
tion  begins  its  first  semester  of  activity  on  campus.  In 
addition  to  a  membership  drive,  SfGA  has  made  ten¬ 
tative  plans  for  a  workshop  on  gay  people  and  the 


law. 


—filed from  Boston 


is  alien  to  me.  I  refuse  to  take  it 
seriously.  As  a  gay  bookseller,  if 
you  start  self-censorship,  where 
would  it  all  end?” 

As  to  the  Toronto  gay  com¬ 
munity  response,  Moldenhauer 
said,  “I’m  glad  this  has  been  per- 
cieved  as  a  community  issue.  And 
that  Glad  Day  is  taken  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  that’s  part  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  and  doing  something  for  the 
community.  This  pleases  me  a 
lot.” 

Moldenhauer  and  others  point 
out  that  since  John  Sewall  was 
turned  out  as  mayor  in  1980,  anti¬ 
gay  harassment  by  police  has  been 
regular,  sweeping  and  systematic. 
Every  establishment  catering  to 
the  gay  population  has  been 
busted,  cited  or  put  under  regular 
police  surveillance.  Every  gay 


bathhouse  in  Toronto  has  been 
raided  or  cited  under  Ontario’s 
antiquated  “bawdy  house” 
statute  or  both.  Gay  bars  have 
been  cited  regularly  by  police  for 
overcrowding,  while  straight  over¬ 
crowded  bars  are  left  uninspected. 
Montgomery  Leathers,  a  shopsell¬ 
ing  leather  items  and  sex  toys,  was 
busted  by  the  Morality  Squad. 
Private  individuals,  tracked  down 
through  classified  ads  in  news¬ 
papers,  have  been  arrested  and 
charged  under  “bawdy  house” 
laws. 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  is  only  the 
latest  gay  business  to  be  busted  by 
the  cops. 

Orr  told  GCN  that  in  his  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Crown’s  attorney, 
the  prosecutor  indicated  that  he 
was  loath  to  dismiss  the  case  since 


he  thought  it  could  be  important 
as  a  precedent  regarding  freedom 
of  the  press  under  Canada’s  new 
constitution,  which  was  presented 
to  the  Canadian  government  just 
last  week  by  the  Queen  of 
England.  Orr  dismissed  the  pro¬ 
secutor’s  talk  as  so  much  blather. 
However,  he  did  think  that  the 
Canadian  government,  now  that  it 
has  a  U.S. -type  bill  of  rights,  may 
be  writing  new  law  about  freedom 
of  the  press. 

Donations  to  help  cover  legal 
expenses  in  this  case  may  be  made 
to  Hamburg/Trollope  in  Trust  for 
Glad  Day  Defense  Fund,  400 
Dundas  Street  East,  Toronto,  On¬ 
tario  M5A  2A5,  Canada. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices - 


one  positive  case 

Dear  GC7V, 

Having  read  Ms.  Cholot’s  letter  in  the  Feb  20 
issue,  I  am  compelled  to  respond. 

She  is  suffering  from  the  same  problem  that  af¬ 
fects  many  social  workers,  psychologists,  psychi¬ 
atrists  and  other  “experts.”  Firstly,  these  people 
usually  see  only  the  problem  cases.  Satisfactory 
and  positive  relationships  rarely  come  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  anyone.  Secondly,  she  is  probably  not 
privy  to  many  such  relationships  —  it  is  not  some¬ 
thing  that  boys  (or  men)  feel  comfortable  telling 
their  social  worker,  unless  they  want  the  relation¬ 
ship  ended! 

I  can  tell  you  of  one  very  positive  case.  My 
own.  The  young  man  with  whom  I  have  been  very 
close  for  the  past  two  years  has  progressed  from  a 
violently  aggressive  boy  to  a  loving  and  consid¬ 
erate  one.  He  still  suffers  from  a  lot  of  family 
problems  at  home,  and  occasionally  threatens  su¬ 
icide  because  of  them.  However,  he  no  longer 
beats  up  on  people.  And  he  has  told  me  on  several 
occasions  that  if  it  were  not  for  me,  he  would  have 
committed  suicide  long  ago.  Now,  is  that  positive 
or  not,  Ms.  Cholot? 

Even  his  relatives  have  seen  improvement  in  his 
behavior.  His  mother  commented  on  it  often  be¬ 
fore  the  cancer  killer  her.  His  grandmother  said  to 
me  at  the  funeral:  “1  don’t  know  what  you’ve 
done  for  him  but  he  sure  has  improved  over  the 
past  year.” 

You’re  damn  right  teens  and  pre-teens  are 
VERY  interested  in  sex.  And  they  will  find  a  way 
to  have  it,  whether  you  like  it  or  not.  It’s  just  a 
shame  that  an  older  person  who  received  their  af- 
fecton  can  be  locked  up  for  life. 

No,  Ms.  Cholot,  they  do  NOT  become  grossly 
preoccupied  with  sexuality.  No  more  than  they 
normally  would  have  as  an  adolescent.  Sex  is 
NOT  that  basis  of  our  relationship.  It  is  based  on 
love,  caring,  affection,  camping,  biking.  Dun¬ 
geons  and  Dragons,  movies,  and  also  sex  once  in 
a  while.  (Are  YOUR  adult  relationships  based  ex¬ 
clusively  on  sex?  If  not,  why  do  you  assume  that 
ours  are?) 

It  bothers  me  deeply  that  people  in  the  gay 
movement,  who  shout  that  others  should  stay  out 
of  their  private  lives  and  their  bedrooms,  jump 
into  the  priva.e  lives  and  bedrooms  of  those  with 
intergenerational  relationships  and  oppress  them 
as  badly  (or  worse)  than  the  hets  do. 

And  finally  —  yes,  Ms.  Cholot,  these  boys  DO 
grow  up.  Mine  is  growing  up  quite  rapidly.  He 
constantly  talks  about  the  girls  at  school  that  he 
likes.  1  hear  all  about  his  dates  and  his  girlfriends. 
In  fact,  often  1  coach  him  and  build  up  his  con¬ 
fidence  and  answer  his  questions.  He  has  to  de¬ 
cide  what  relationships  he  wants;  I’m  not  going  to 
trap  him  in  mine.  But  1  love  him,  and  I’ll  help  him 
in  any  way  1  can. 

As  a  social  worker,  I  hope  you  will  agree  that 
my  young  friend  is  better  off  having  someone 
who  cares  and  with  whom  he  can  have  sex  IF  and 
WHEN  he  wants  to,  than  having  him  commit  sui¬ 
cide. 

I  wish  the  boys  in  these  relationships  could 
speak  out  and  say  publicly  what  they  tell  us  in 
private.  But  if  they  did,  the  cops  would  jump  at 
the  chance  to  “protect”  them  —  their  parents 
would  throw  them  out  of  their  houses  —  and  the 
Densen-Gerbers  would  come  running  to  “con¬ 
vert”  them.  A  big  step  in  the  right  direction  was 
made  when  NAMBLA  published  their  booklet 
“Boys  Speak  Out  on  Man/Boy  Love.”  (North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Association,  PO  Box 
174,  Midtown  Station,  New  York,  NY,  10018).  I 
strongly  recommend  that  you  read  it,  Ms.  Cholot; 
you  will  then  see  many  positive  results. 
Sincerely, 

Name  withheld. 


Features 

Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is 

looking  for  a  Features 
Editor.  Editing  and  writ¬ 
ing  skills  necessary  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to 
feminism  and  social  change. 
Responsible  for  regular 
features  and  monthly  book 
supplements.  Low  salary, 
medical  benefits.  June  1 
opening.  Address  inquiries 
and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
(617)  426-4469 


prisoner  support 
growing 

Dear  Friends  at  GCN  and  in  the  Prisoner  Project, 

I  live  in  Santa  Cruz,  California,  and  I’m  ap¬ 
proximately  70  miles  from  Soledad  prison.  Any 
time  letters  of  protest  are  needed  and  press 
coverage  is  needed  to  support  prisoners  and  ad¬ 
dress  harassment  and  other  problems,  do  let  me 
know.  I  can  get  others  to  join  me  in  writing  let¬ 
ters,  and  I  can  be  sure  press  coverage  will  happen 
on  Closet-Free  Radio,  a  gay  program  for  the 
Monterey  Bay  area.  I’m  still  a  little  far  from 
Soledad  and  local  press  there  may  not  accept  my 
letters.  But  I  could  have  friends  in  Salinas  get 
coverage  there.  (Salinas  is  the  closest  city  of  much 
size  to  Soledad.) 

Let  me  know  what  you  need,  and  the  prisoners 
need.  I’ll  do  my  best. 

Craig  Prescott 
Santa  Cruz,  CA 


sex  for  sex’s  sake 

Dear  Community  Voices, 

1  am  responding  to  the  statement  last  week 
made  by  David  Walter,  co-ordinator  of  the  Old 
West  Group.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  is  very  anti¬ 
bar,  separatist  and  anti-sex;  as  well  as  being 
politically  “strange.” 

The  bars  are  a  wonderful  place  to  meet  one 
night  stands  ...  to  meet  people  with  whom  one 
can  relate  on  a  purely  sexual  basis.  What  is  wrong 
with  that?  What  is  wrong  with  sex  for  sex’s  sake? 
To  condemn  sex  is  like  condemning  fun  .  .  .  pull¬ 
ing  the  lolly  out  of  the  baby’s  mouth  and  giving  it 
the  fuzzy  end.  Besides,  how  can  we  truly  change 
the  world  if  we  ourselves  exclude  such  a  large 
group  of  people  as  that  which  goes  to  the  bars? 
Saying  that  people  getting  together  and  “just 
socializing”  will  make  things  better  is  like  saying 
that  prayer  in  the  schools  will  prevent  nuclear 
war. 

Angrily, 

T.  E.  Loveburn 
Boston,  MA 


bad-ass  cops 

Dear  GCN, 

Retrospective  to  Volume  9,  Issue  Number  36, 
of  the  April  edition,  article  “Cops  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Seize  Gay  Mailing  List.”  I  found  that  article 
to  be  very  disgusting!  For  the  New  Hampshire 
Police  Department  to  play  and  prey  on  gays.  I’ve 
seen  this  kind  of  thing  happen  once  before. 
Where  the  Police  Department  and  the  DA  cannot 
solve  a  case,  they  find  someone,  anyone,  to  close 
the  case.  Just  to  make  themselves  look  good  and 
maintain  that  big,  bad-ass  image.  They  don’t  care 
who  gets  hurt,  or  whose  rights  and  privacy  they 
invade,  just  as  long  as  they  look  good. 

And  as  far  as  the  secretary  of  the  Concord 
men’s  group  is  concerned,  I  understand  and 
respect  your  feelings  for  not  wanting  to  go  to 
prison  for  failure  to  give  them  the  names  on  the 
'mailing  list.  But  I  say  to  you,  “Brother,  you  are 
weak!”  For  not  standing  up  for  what  you  believe 
in,  for  who  you  are,  but  most  of  all,  your  respon¬ 
sibility  to  your  clients.  And  let  them  come  and  ask 
or  threaten  me,  if  I  don’t  give  them  a  list  of  gay 
names.  I  would  tell  them  to  go  to  hell!  The 
government  spends  billions  and  billions  of  dollars 
for  the  FBI,  CIA  and  police  officers.  Now,  those 
people  are  on  the  payroll,  and  can’t  do  what  they 
should,  but  they  want  you  to  do  it  for  them.  I’m 
sorry  you  and  your  staff  had  to  go  through  hell. 
All  I  can  say  to  you.  Herb,  is  stay  strong.  And  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  people  like  Perry  Eaton 
come  a  dime  a  dozen,  and  at  that  rate  they  are 
overpriced. 

Alex  Bryant 
Tamal  CA 


GCN  is  a  rewarding  place  to  work,  despite  the  problems  created  by 
low  salaries  (about  $100  per  week  take  home  pay).  Many  of  us  take  on 
part-time  work  but  this  diminishes  the  amount  of  energy  we  have  for 
GCN,  and  creates  a  mild  identity  crisis  for  some  of  us.  As  one  staffer 
complained,  “Some  days  I  forget  whether  I’m  an  editor  or  a  lifeguard.” 

Although  our  shared  financial  burdens  create  a  certain  amount  of 
camaraderie  and  resourcefulness,  the  low  salary  has  several  direct, 
adverse  effects  on  the  quality  of  the  paper.  It  generally  limits  the  kinds 
of  people  who  take  jobs  here  to  those  who  have  money  saved  in  the 
bank,  parents  or  friends  to  borrow  from,  or  a  lover  with  a  good  job  — 
in  other  words,  to  people  with  privileged  educational  or  economic 
backgrounds  who  have  no  children  or  other  dependents  to  support.  This 
limits  the  perspectives  we  bring  to  our  work  —  a  serious  problem  for  a 
newspaper  which  triesto  report  on  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in  all 
its  diversity.  In  addition,  by  the  time  people  have  worked  here  long 
enough  to  feel  confident  and  experienced  in  their  jobs,  they  are  burnt 
out.  (A  year  of  the  pressures  of  working  at  GCN  —  on  top  of  dealing 
with  collective  households,  struggling  with  Boston’s  decrepit  public 
transportation  system,  scraping  together  each  week’s  grocery  money  — 
is  all  many  people  can  take.) 

It  is  only  because  salaries  at  GCN  are  so  low  that  the  paper  operates 
—  just  barely  —  in  the  black.  Our  assets  consist  of  two  fancy  typewriters 
and  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  the  bank,  most  of  which  is  earmarked  to 
pay  bills  like  health  insurance.  When  we  are  hit  with  unexpected  price 
increases,  such  as  we  have  experienced  during  this  past  year  with  our 
printing  and  post  office  bills,  the  money  to  pay  them  effectively  comes 
from  the  staff:  raises  are  postponed. 

To  improve  this  situation,  GCN's  Board  of  Directors  has  begun  a 
Sustainer  Program.  If  100  GCN  fans  pledge  to  donate  $120  per  year, 
staff  salaries  can  be  increased  $15  per  week  by  the  end  of  1982.  Imagine 
how  much  more  exciting  and  provocative  GCN  could  be  if  staffers  had 
sufficient  compensation  to  make  an  undiverted  and  longer  commitment 
to  GCN  .  .  .  and  to  you. 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ 

address  _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  Search  for  Sexual  Morality 


By  Mark  C.  Blazek 

Is  a  brief,  all-inclusive  statement  regarding  sexual  morality  for  gay  men  and  women 
desirable,  much  less  possible?  Philosophers  and  writers  over  the  centuries  —  albiet  usually 
straight  —  have  attempted  to  speak  out  on  sexual  morality.  And  Frank  Scheuren,  national 
president  of  Dignity,  Inc.  (Roman  Catholic  gay  organization),  has  now  requested  input 
from  the  various  Dignity  chapters  regarding  sexual  morality.  It  seems  Scheuren  believes  it  is 
necessary  to  revise  the  single  sentence  in  Dignity’s  Statement  of  Position  and  Purpose  which 
gently  touches  the  area  of  sexual  morality.  The  statement  reads,  “We  believe  that  all  sexual¬ 
ity  should  be  exercised  in  an  ethically  responsible  and  unselfish  way.”  Now  that  leaves  more 
than  a  little  room  for  interpretation! 

The  call  by  Scheuren  for  statements  on  sexual  morality  for  gays  has  been  met  with 
reluctance,  resistance,  and  some  bitterness.  Surely  Scheuren  expected  such  a  reaction. 
Dignity/Tucson  stated,  “Dignity  has  no  authority  or  competency  to  speak  on  moral 
theology  or  sexual  ethics.  Neither  our  qualifications  as  gay  persons  nor  as  Catholic  in¬ 
dividuals  gives  us  any  authority  to  speak  as  a  group  on  ethical  issues.  .  .  .  Promoting  an  of¬ 
ficial  sexual  code,  policy  or  regulation  encourages  individuals  to  automatically  follow  the 
code  rather  than  think  for  themselves,  make  choices  and  run  their  own  lives.” 

One  Dignity  chapter,  however,  has  already  charged  a  commission  to  study  the  matter, 
decide  if  it  would  be  appropriate  to  construct  a  statement,  and,  if  so,  draft  a  statement  for 
presentation  to  the  membership.  The  chapter  is  Dignity/New  Mexico.  Father  Charlie, 
chaplain  to  the  Albuquerque-based  group,  was  chairman  of  the  committee  which  presented 
its  proposed  statement  to  the  general  membership  on  July  22,  1980.  It  was  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  and  adopted.  The  statement  reads  in  full: 

“Sexuality  is  a  personal  responsibility  in  a  communal  and  social  context.  This  responsibility  in¬ 
cludes  the  recognition  and  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  the  person.  Sexuality  is  communication.  It 
promotes  and  respects  growth  of  self  and  others.  It  recognizes  individual  levels  of  con¬ 
sciousness.  Sexuality  is  loving,  joyous,  interdependent,  and  liberating. 

Father  Charlie  explained: 

“The  sexual  capacity  and  experience  has  been  and,  no  doubt,  will  continue  to  be  one  of  the  main 
interests  of  people  everywhere  .  .  .  because  of  their  sexual  orientation,  gay  people  are  frequently 
accused  of  espousing  no  moral  standards  in  sexual  behavior.  Many  straights  seem  to  be  convinc¬ 


ed  that  among  gays  ‘anything  goes.’  That  is  true  for  some  gays;  it  is  equally  true  among  some 
straights.  It  is  not  true  for  the  majority  of  either  straights  or  gays.  The  consensus  of  our  commit¬ 
tee  members  was  that  a  statement  regarding  the  morality  of  specific  sexual  acts  was  inap¬ 
propriate.  In  my  estimation,  any  such  statement  must  always  be  inadequate  at  best  and  unwit¬ 
tingly  sin-producing  at  worst.  The  committee  has  produced  a  statement  which  places  respon¬ 
sibility  for  moral  behavior  squarely  where  it  belongs:  the  individual  person.  The  committee  has 
also  focused  upon  the  good  of  both  the  community  and  the  individual  as  the  measure  of  sexual 
morality.  Any  moral  standards  which  do  not  take  into  account  the  human  condition,  even  when 
that  condition  is  itself  conditioned  by  grace,  not  only  stands  the  danger  of  being  irrelevant,  but 
also  being  contrary  to  nature  (as  the  classicists  like  to  say).  The  committee  statement  is  a  distilla¬ 
tion  of  several  major  concepts:  personhood,  community,  freedom,  communication  process, 
personal  growth,  and  human  relationships  and  feelings.  Each  sentence  rests  upon  sound 
philosophical  and  theological  bases  supported  by  the  best  in  empirical  research. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  original  version  of  this  statement  read  “playful”  in 
substitution  for  the  word  “joyous”  in  the  last  sentence.  The  general  membership  voted  for 
this  change  of  one  word  before  adopting  the  statement. 

All  this  talk  about  sexual  morality  has  gone  on  in  the  straight  world  for  centuries.  There  is 
certainly  no  reason  why  gays  cannot  play  the  same  game!  Perhaps  St.  Augustine  (354-430) 
has  the  finest  words  —  simple  and  elegant  —  concerning  sexual  morality  (and  note  that  his 
words  work  for  gays  and  straights  equally  well).  Though  most  of  us  know  that  Augustine 
had  some  quite  archaic  and  conservative  (to  use  a  kind  term)  views  toward  the  purpose  and 
proper  procedures  for  the  sex  act,  he  did  make  some  comments  which,  if  taken  alone,  could 
very  well  be  the  last  word  on  sexual  ethics.  “Love  with  care;  then  do  what  you  will,”  says 
Augustine,  “the  Lord  will  not  mind,  as  long  as  it  is  love,  for  the  Lord  is  love.” 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Community  Voices 


prison  scams 

Dear  GCN, 

In  your  April  10  issue,  I  noticed  an  ad  in  the 
prisoner  section  which  made  me  wonder.  It  was 
placed  by  Ron  Crichfield  from  Pendleton,  Ind. 
He  asked  for  money  from  people  wishing  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  monthly  newsletter  and  says  that  it  must 
be  printed  undercover  and  that  the  purpose  of  the 
money  order  should  not  be  written  on  it  for  this 
reason. 

I  think  it  would  be  wise  for  someone  at  GCN  to 
ask  Mr.  Crichfield  for  a  few  past  issues  of  his 
newsletter  so  as  to  vouch  for  its  authenticity.  I’m 
not  saying  it  doesn’t  exist,  only  that  it  should  be 
checked  out. 

My  main  concern  is  with  those  who  pass  as  gays 
in  order  to  prey  upon  well-meaning  gays  on  the 
outside.  It  greatly  sickens  me  to  see  it  continue.  I 
was  a  prisoner  in  Florida  and  saw  it  on  a  grand 
scale,  and  then  I  transferred  up  here  to  Maine  to 
be  closer  to  my  family.  The  con  games  are  not  in 
evidence  here,  but  in  the  Florida  system  it  remains 
rampant. 

I  consider  myself  very  fortunate  to  have  met 
someone  through  your  paper  who  comes  to  see 
me  every  week,  and  with  whom  I  will  be  living 
upon  my  release.  I  am  deeply  saddened  by  the 
scams  that  some  prisoners  play  because  it  really 
ruins  it  for  the  gays  in  here  because  free  gays  are 
becoming  so  suspicious.  I  wonder  if  there  isn’t 
something  that  can  be  done. 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

Sincerely, 

Jason  Hannan 

Maine  State  Prison 

Box  A,  Thomaston,  ME  04861 

Editor’s  Note:  Since  publishing  Crichfield ’s  ad 
we  have  in  fact  received  evidence  that  it  was  a 
scam.  Looking  back  on  it  now,  it’s  clear  that  we 
should  have  checked  on  it  before  putting  it  in  and 
will  be  more  careful  about  this  in  the  future.  On 
the  whole,  though,  as  for  writing  prisoners,  l 
(Mike  Riegle)  would  like  to  say  that  I’ve  had  an 
immense  volume  of  correspondence  with  prison¬ 
ers,  some  for  years  and  some  only  briefly  and  I 
can  promise  you  that  you  ’ll  learn  something  from 
them  if  you  stick  with  it  a  little  and  find  someone 
you  like.  Prisoners  are  surviving  under  extreme 
circumstances,  and  their  attitudes  about  them¬ 
selves  and  each  other  are  often  heightened  ver¬ 
sions  of  our  own  feelings  as  gay  men  and  lesbians 
living  on  the  outside. 

And  if  you’re  worried  about  losing  money, 
then  don 't  send  money. 

Prisoners  Pen  Pat  Ads  appear  in  the  Classified 
pages  every  other  week.  This  week,  for  example.) 


purple  thursday 

Dear  Gay  Community  Newspeople: 

I  am  prompted  to  write  this,  having  read  a  let¬ 
ter  in  Community  Voices  by  a  pseudonymous 
couple,  Iggy  and  Squiggy.  In  making  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  GCN’s  Sustainer  program,  they  close  their 
letter,  “Please  keep  our  identities  anonymous  — 
We  love  GCN  but  are  in  precarious  jobs  (school¬ 
teaching  and  architecture).” 

By  no  means  do  I  offer  a  personal  judgment  of 
them  in  writing  this  —  they  are  unknown  to  me 
and  I  have  no  more  knowledge  of  their  life  cir¬ 
cumstances  than  they  allow.  To  be  fair  1  must  also 
preface  my  extolling  the  virtue  and  citing  the  ex¬ 
igency  of  the  not-less-than-revolutionary  act  of 
“coming  out”  with  the  admission  that  I  am  privi¬ 
leged  by  the  fact  that  I  live  in  Homotopia  (San 
Francisco)  and  am  an  artsy-fartsy  type  —  some¬ 
one  for  whom  coming  out  presents  less  of  a  threat 
(it’s  practically  a  prerequisite!).  But  1  took  my 
knocks  and  I  know  what  it  is  to  live  in  shame  and 
fear. 

For  lesbian  and  gay  people  “coming  out”  is 
singularly  the  most  important  act  of  self-libera¬ 
tion.  Coming  out  frees  us  to  accept  and  deal  with 
our  gayness  as  an  integral  part  of  our  lives  as  a 
whole.  It  is  an  essential  step  toward  moving 
beyond  the  coerced  behaviour  of  viewing  our¬ 
selves  as  primarily  gay  (or  “different”);  moving 
beyond  stigma  to  discover  who  each  of  us  really 

is. 

The  decision  to  come  out  should  only  be  post¬ 
poned  when  more  harm  than  good  would  come  of 

it.  Abandonment  by  “friends”  can’t  truly  be  con¬ 
sidered  harmful  unless  one’s  life  depends  on  these 
friends.  More  important  friendships  are  yet  to  be. 
And  as  for  fear  of  losing  one’s  job  —  if  you  do 
not  begin  to  pave  the  way  for  freedom  from  fear 
in  your  profession,  who  can  you  expect  will  do 
this  for  you?  It  is  our  fight  as  it  is  our  freedom  and 
integrity  we  seek.  Remaining  in  the  shadows  is  to 
desert  sisters  and  brothers  who,  themselves,  have 
decided  to  stand  and  be  counted. 

As  Harvey  Milk  observed  in  his  last  interview, 
“Rights  are  not  won  on  paper,  they  are  won  only 
by  those  who  make  their  voices  heard,”  The  irony 
of  this  remark  in  view  of  the  subsequent  tragedy 
of  his  murder  is  not  lost  on  me,  but  1  suggest  that 
more  powerful  a  silencer  than  the  bullet  that  kill¬ 
ed  him  is  the  silencing  power  of  fear.  And  to  bor¬ 
row  a  phrase  from  another  powerful  orator,  we 
have  nothing  to  fear  but  fear  itself.  So  I  ask  those 
of  us  who  are  waiting  for  someone  else  —  for  the 
Great  Liberator  —  to  come  forward  on  their  be¬ 
half  to  realize  that  they  are  mistaken .  Coming  out 
—  embracing  and  affirming  our  true,  precious 
God-given  natures — is  a  decision  to  live  free  and 
unafraid;  one  that  can  only  make  it  easier  for 


others  to  love  and  accept  themselves,  as  well. 

Still,  it  is  not  easy  to  abandon  the  security  and 
familiarity  of  the  closet.  It  is  not  easy  to  stop  liv¬ 
ing  one  way  and  begin  to  live  another.  To  make 
this  transition  easier,  seek  out  the  support  of  les- 
bian  and  gay  organizations  and  support  groups, 
or  particularly  secure  and  loving  friends.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  guide  for  preparing  yourself  for  coming 
out  is  available  in  a  wonderful  book,  A  Family 
Matter,  by  Dr.  Charles  Silverstein. 

I  once  read  a  short  story  about  a  hypothetical 
Purple  Thursday,  a  day  when  lesbians  and  gay 
males  everywhere  would  wake  up  to  find  them¬ 
selves  distinguished  by  their  unique  pigmenta¬ 
tion.  On  this  day  we  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
secret  ourselves  —  making  the  concept  of  com¬ 
ing  out  little  more  than  a  quaint  anachronism. 

In  the  spirit  of  making  coming  out  anachron¬ 
istic,  we  might  consider  a  very  well  funded  and 
publicized  nationwide  Purple  Thursday;  a  day 
when  closeted  lesbians  and  gays  everywhere  could 
reveal  themselves  to  friends,  family  and  employ¬ 
ers  in  the  supportive  context  of  numbers.  Draw¬ 
ing  heavy  media  attention  —  no  one  could  remain 
unaware  or  uninvolved.  A  National  “March”  on 
Anytown,  USA  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Awareness 
would  have  the  advantage,  unlike  the  March  on 
Washington  of  1979,  of  being  truly  grass-roots 
and  it  would  impact  much  more  substantially  on 
the  national  and  world  consciousness.  No  buses 
would  be  needed  and  it  is  guaranteed  to  be  wheel¬ 
chair  accessible. 

Toward  this  end,  I  propose  the  formation  of  an 
ad  hoc  national  coalition,  receiving  generous 
donations  from  us  “outies”  and  other  sup¬ 
porters.  An  effective  nationwide  media  campaign 
would  promote  and  publicize  this  event  —  the 
date  ought  to  be  targeted  allowing  enough  time 
for  closeted  gays  and  lesbians  to  ready  themselves 
and  for  national  interest  to  develop.  Invisibility  is 
our  greatest  handicap  to  securing  our  full  human 
and  civil  rights,.  On  one  amazing  day  we  could 
deliver  an  important  and  unparalleled  blow  to  in¬ 
visibility. 

Scott  R.  Alpert 
San  Francisco,  CA 

P.S.:  1  realize  this  is  idealistic;  so  what? 

justice  in  our  own 
house 

Dear  GCN, 

I  read  in  your  April  10,  1982  paper,  News 
Notes,  about  the  gay  bar  segregation  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  This  piece  of  news  kind  of  compelled  me  to 
voice  what  1  feel/know  about  this  aspect  of  the 
San  Francisco  life. 

First  of  all  let  me  state  that  I  lived  in  San  Fran 
for  some  time,  and  loved  living  there,  but  to  get  to 
the  facts  of  the  matter,  I  do  know  from  firsthand 


experience  that  it  is  very  hard  for  a  nonwhite  to 
get  into  many  of  the  gay  bars,  let  alone  work  for 
one.  I  can  recall  times  that  I  have  gone  to  the  same 
bar  that  I  had  been  to  many  times  before  and  not 
being  able  to  get  in,  because  I  did  not  have  more 
than  one  piece  of  I.D.  and  still  feel  that  1  have  just 
as  much  right  to  go  to  any  bar  in  the  city. 

Let  me  now  touch  on  what  I  think  about  this 
kind  of  mentality  in  the  gay  community.  Is  the 
gay  community  that  well  off  politically,  econom¬ 
ically,  socially  and  mentally,  to  allow  this  kind  of 
poison  to  enter  into  its  life?  How  can  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  build  and  maintain  these  and  other  goals 
it  must  have  to  live  a  life  of  non-repression,  or  is  it 
that  just  a  few  will  have  to  continue  to  face  the 
bitterness  of  nongays,  and  police  brutality.  Is  the 
gay  community  that  well  off  in  any  field  where  it 
can  afford  the  luxury  of  this  practice?  1  don’t 
think  so,  and  based  on  the  mentality  of  today  out- 
.side  of  the  gay  community,  plus  based  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  gay  persecution,  etc.,  one  may  very  well 
find  that  when  the  horn  of  UNITY  is  sounded 
there  will  be  no  unity.  In  its  place  there  will  be  a 
hate  of  self,  and  this,  in  turn,  will  mean  self  de¬ 
struction,  as  it  really  means  now.  With  this  kind 
of  mentality  being  allowed  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
day,  I  believe  it’s  safe  to  say  that  at  this  point  in 
time  in  history  one  knows  not  when  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  will  have  to  sound  the  horn  of  unity,  it 
could  be  any  day.  I’m  a  believer  of  not  running 
but  standing  and  fighting  for  my  rights,  my 
human  rights  as  a  human  being.  So  I  feel  that  in 
order  to  make  the  gay  community  stronger  in  all 
cities  of  this  country  there  must  be  unity.  In  order 
for  there  to  be  unity  there  must  be  self-respect, 
which  in  turn  will  mean  respecting  others. 

1  feel  there  must  be  economic  pressure  placed 
on  those  who  feel  they  have  gotten  to  the  point  in 
the  fight  for  human  rights  as  a  gay  human  being 
where  they  can  now  express  racial  poison  of  the 
mind.  1  know,  as  do  many,  that  when  the  time 
comes  for  people  to  go  into  the  streets  those  who 
have  this  poison  of  the  mind  will  seek  to,  as 
always,  gain  from  those  who  have  faced  the  man 
head  on.  I  think  the  gay  community  will  be  made 
much  stronger  on  all  fronts  after  it  has  dealt  with 
this  matter  of  race  and  economics,  and  obtained 
justice  in  its  own  house.  In  this  way  the  commun¬ 
ity  will  be  so  much  stronger  that  there  will  be  a 
much  better  foundation  to  build  unity  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  those  who  seek  to  deny  all  gays  their 
human  rights.  This  is  what  I  think  about  this 
question  of  racism  within  the  gay  community. 
From  the  Inferno, 

Darnell  Tatem,  13073 
P.O.  Box  100 
Somers,  CT  06071 


Managing  Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  position  of  Manag¬ 
ing  Editor.  Ability  to  facilitate  a  democratic  decision  making  process,  and 
administrative  experience  within  a  non-hierarchical  setting  helpful,  as  well 
as  a  knowledge  of  gay  journalism  and  familiarity  with  the  local  and  national 
lesbian  and  gay  communities.  Applicants  should  have  a  commitment  to  gay 
liberation,  feminism  and  social  change.  Low  salary,  medical  benefits,  paid 
vacation.  Please  contact  Amy  Hoffman  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02108,  (617)  426-4469. 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all 
possible,  your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept 
to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives, 
unedited,  on  a  space-available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Address  letters  to:  Community  Voices,  Gay  Community  News, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 
265-2289 

evenings 


cA^D 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

•  Living- Together  Agreements 
•  Landlord/Tenant  •Personal  Injury 
•  Business  Problems  •Wills  and  Probate 

•Domestic  Kelatlons  .01711  and  Criminal 


108  OHIOH  WH  ARP 

TILE PHONE: 


BOSTON,  MA 
[817]  827-0808 


08109 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street . 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 40  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Plumbing 

&  healing 


Robert 
Dargon 

825-7600  &=*& 


J 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviiand  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.  Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-2pm 
Wed.  6:30  8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  includins  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay/lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/ LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


/  fuff- 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  For  Individuals, 
Couples,  Groups 

Copley  Sq.  (617)739-7803 


‘Deprogrammers- 


continued  from  page  / 
the  sexual  battery  charge  against 
Roe  and  “not  guilty”  against  all 
three  on  the  assault  charge.  The 
jurors  were  “hopelessly  dead¬ 
locked”  over  the  question  of 
whether  one  of  the  three  was  guil¬ 
ty  of  abduction. 

Goldberg  commented,  “I  have 
serious  questions  about  whether 
they  [the  jurors]  followed  the  law. 
The  fact  that  she  [Reithmiller]  was 
taken  off  the  street,  shoved  into  a 
van,  and  held  in  Alabama  for  six 
days  wasn’t  even  disputed.” 

Some  observers  of  the  trial  said 
that  it  was  Stephanie  Riethmiller 
and  Thieman,  suspected  lesbians, 
rather  than  the  “deprogrammers” 
who  seemed  to  be  on  trial  in  the 
Hamilton  County  court  room. 
Many  attribute  the  outcome  of  the 
trial  to  the  fact  that  it  was  pro¬ 
secuted  by  avowed  lesbian-hater 
Leis. 

Goldberg  said,  “I  had  to  file 
something  to  keep  the  prosecutor 
from  going  into  the  private  life  of 
my  client.  Something’s  wrong 
when  you  start  off  a  case  defend¬ 
ing  your  client  against  the  person 
who  is  supposed  to  be  working  on 
her  behalf.” 

According  to  the  court  record, 
Leis  was  aligned  with  attorneys 
for  the  alleged  assailants  and 
rapist  on  many  issues.  Leis, 
against  the  wishes  of  Stephanie 
Riethmiller,  fought  alongside  the 
defense  attorneys  to  force  Rieth¬ 
miller  and  Thieman  to  answer 
questions  about  their  relationship 
and  their  sexual  preference. 

When  Judge  Bettman  reversed 
himself  to  rule  that  the  women 
should  not  be  held  in  contempt  of 
court  if  they  refused  to  answer 
these  questions,  Leis’  assistant, 
Arthur  Ney,  objected  vigorously 
on  the  ground  that  “it  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  state  to  proceed 
on  the  sexual  battery  counts  .  .  . 
[because]  the  questions  [about  les¬ 
bianism]  set  forth  the  foundation 
of  our  case.” 

In  order  to  hold  the  trial  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  instead  of  in  Leesburg, 


Alabama,  where  Riethmiller  was 
confined  and,  allegedly,  raped, 
the  prosecutors  had  to  show  that 
sexual  battery  was  part  of  a  con¬ 
spiracy  that  began  in  Ohio. 

GCN  asked  Leis  why ,  in 
attempting  to  establish  where  the 
conspiracy  began,  he  focused  on 
the  women’s  sexual  preference  in¬ 
stead  of  on  the  parents’  beliefs 
about  their  daughter’s  sexuality. 

Leis  replied,  “That  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  argued  in  court.  You  want  an 
answer?  Get  the  court  record.” 

Asked  whether  he  felt  .  his 
demonstrated  disdain  for  lesbians 
made  him  a  poor  advocate  for 
Riethmiller  and  overly  sym¬ 
pathetic  with  her  parents  and  the 
“deprogrammers,”  he  said, “Are 
you  implying  I  didn’t  do  a  good 
job?  Goodbye,  nice  talking  to 
you.” 

Leis  also  hurt  Riethmiller  in  the 
eyes  of  the  jurors  by  waiting  until 
a  defense  witness  had  uttered 
extraneous  information  before 
objecting,  according  to  Victoria 
Ramstetter,  a  member  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Activist  Bureau  who  at¬ 
tended  the  two-week  trial. 

Ramstetter  reported,  “Leis 
allowed  the  mother  to  go  on  and 
on  about  ‘mind  control’  and  then 
turn  to  the  jury  and  say  [about 
deprogramming],  ‘It  works.’ 
Finally  Leis  objected.  It  was  left  in 
the  record.” 

Marita  Riethmiller,  called  as  a 
witness  for  the  defense,  attempted 
to  substantiate  the  defense  at¬ 
torneys’  theory  that  Stephanie 
Riethmiller  felt  that  the  entire 
“deprogramming”  experience 
was  a  positive  one  until  the  Nor¬ 
wood,  Ohio  police  planted  the  op¬ 
posite  idea  in  her  head  upon  rescu¬ 
ing  her  on  October  15. 

Riethmiller  testified  that  she 
was  “in  total  shock”  during  her 
captivity  and  was  not  allowed 
food  or  sleep.  “I  was  afraid  for 
myself.  1  knew  I  didn’t  have  a 
friend  in  the  world.  I  didn’t  know 
what  they  were  going  to  do  with 
me.” 
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If  we  have  learned  little  else  in  the  past  fifteen  years 
since  the  emergence  of  the  second  wave  of  femi¬ 
nism,  it  is  clear  that  the  lives  of  women  have,  for  the 
most  part,  been  hidden  from  history.  Not  only  the 
common  worker,  wife  or  mother,  but  also  women  who 
were  famous  in  their  own  time,  celebrated  for  their 
thinking  or  artistry.  Some  of  these  women  have  dis¬ 
appeared  completely  (who  knows  much  of  Mary  Astell, 
Helena  Born,  or  Artemisia  Gentileschi  these  days)  while 
others  have  some  lingering  reputation  and  a  place  in  the 
popular  consciousness.  But  many  times,  even  though 
they  are  still  culturally  visable,  these  women’s  lives  are 
unexplored,  taken  for  granted,  or  even  when  looked  at, 
left  largely  unexamined.  They  are  usually  “explained” 
in  relation  to  the  men  in  their  lives,  or  take  second  place 
to  famous  male  members  of  their  families. 

This  is  the  case  with  both  Kate  Greenaway  and  Chris¬ 
tina  Rossetti.  Extraordinarily  popular  during  her  life¬ 
time  as  both  an  artist  and  poet,  Greenaway  is  now  more 
often  thought  of  as  a  style  of  children’s  clothing  and  a 
footnote  to  the  life  of  John  Ruskin  than  an  illustrator. 
Rossetti,  much  praised  as  a  major  poet, is  now  an  after¬ 


thought  to  her  brother  Dante  Gabriel’s  more  celebrated 
life.  Both  of  these  women  have  garnered  some  attention 
over  the  years  but  however  gifted  they  might  be  consi¬ 
dered,  their  lives  as  women  are  generally  not  discussed. 
Nor  is  there  any  discussion  of  their  sexuality  or  their 
relation  to  sexuality  in  general.  In  both  these  cases  a  dif¬ 
ferent  and  new  view  of  these  artists  comes  to  light  when 
their  personal  lives  are  more  closely  examined. 

It  is  a  commonplace  that  the  Victorian  views  of  sex 
were,  to  say  the  least,  somewhat  constricting.  The 
growth  of  the  middledass,  the  building  of  the  empire, 
and  the  rise  of  industry  called  for  an  enforced  heterosex¬ 
uality  that  imprisoned  lives,  manners,  and  morals  in  a 
totally  new  way.  While  a  healthy,  open  sexuality  was 
denied,  Victorian  culture  became  fixated  on  idealized 
versions  of  the  reverse  objects  of  their  real  desires.  The 
cult  of  the  child  —  and  especially  of  the  little  girl  child 
—  was  rampant.  While  Charles  Dickens  was  exposing 
the  horrors  of  child  labor  people  were  reading  the  ideal¬ 
ized  heroines  of  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Yonge.  Such  respected  writers  as  James  M.  Barrie, 
Lewis  Carroll,  and  John  Ruskin  (more  of  him  later)  were 
open  in  their  fascination  with  the  young.  (Even  Dick¬ 
ens,  with  his  harsher  view  of  life,  could  not  resist  the 
piteous  death  of  Little  Nell.)  All  of  this  sentimentaliza- 
tion,  however,  was  of  course  a  cover-up  for  what  was 
really  going  on.  Steven  Marcus  in  The  Other  Victorians 
claims  that  every  seventh  house  in  London  was  a  whore¬ 
house  and  many  sold  underaged  girls. 

This  obsession /denial  of  sexuality  gave  rise  to  a  large 
scale  pornography  industry.  And  while  much  has  been 
written  in  recent  years  about  hard-core,  sexually 
explicit  Victorian  porn  (The  Lustful  Turk,  A  Man  and 
His  Maid)  the  reverse  side  has  gone  largely  unexplored. 
This  sentimentalized  soft-core  —  not  explicit  but  with  a 
sexual  subtext  —  porn  catered  to  the  safe,  clean  imagi¬ 
nations  of  the  Victorian  mind.  Even  if  there  was  some 
inkling  that  their  attraction  was  sexual  it  could  imme¬ 
diately  be  denied  since  children  (and  of  course,  women) 
were  ipso  facto  not  sexual. 

Kate  Greenaway  was  born  in  1846  and  died  in  1901. 
Born  to  impoverished  middle-class  parents  (her  father 
was  an  engraver,  her  mother  a  shopkeeper  who  managed 
to  support  the  family),  she  showed  a  talent  for  drawing 
and  in  her  late  twenties  gained  fame  as  an  illustrator. 


Her  style  and  subject  became  inextricably  bound  with 
her  name:  the  Greenaway  look  was  little  girls  (there  are 
some  boys,  but  not  many)  in  simple  frocks  tied  at  the 
waist  with  sashes  and  flowers,  placed  in  placid,  pastoral 
settings.  Her  books  and  pictures  were  a  huge  success  and 
became  models  for  children’s  clothing  even  though  the 
delicacy,  fairness,  and  grace  of  the  style  may  have  had 
little  to  do  with  real  children.  But  whatever  the  case, 
Greenaway  discovered  and  gave  the  public  exactly  what 
it  wanted. 

But  if  the  Greenaway  “girlies”  lived  in  an  idealized 
world,  Kate  herself  did  not.  Feeling  socially  awkward 
and  unattractive  she  was  a  hard  worker  who,  even 
though  she  had  some  friends,  seemed  to  live  a  lonely 
life.  Soon  after  she  gained  fame,  the  most  prestigious 
and  important  English  art  critic  —  John  Ruskin  — 
began  to  champion  her  work.  Kate  was  thankful  for  his 
attention  (which  was  not  only  personally  gratifying  but 
meant  better  sales  and  recognition)  and  they  began  a 
relationship  —  that  contained  mixed  blessings,  at  best, 
for  Kate  —  until  his  death  twenty  one  years  later. 

Kate  gradually  fell  in  love  with  Ruskin,  but  it  seemed, 
Ruskin  was  more  in  love  with  her  work.  Apparently  hav¬ 
ing  a  fancy  for  young  girls,  his  first  marriage  ended  in 
divorce  because  it  was  not  consummated.  (The  story 
goes  that  he  was  so  appalled  to  discover  that  his  wife  had 
pubic  hair  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  the  sexual  act.) 
He  was  then  engaged  to  Rose  La  Touche  whom  he  met 
when  she  was  nine.  He  proposed  when  she  was  seven¬ 
teen  (and  he  forty  seven)  and  they  were  engaged  until 
her  parents  discovered  the  reason  for  the  earlier  divorce. 

Raskin  became  Greenaway’s  mentor,  telling  her  what 
to  draw  and  how  to  draw  it.  They  wrote  to  one  another 
almost  every  day,  she  filling  her  letters  with  little  draw¬ 
ings  to  cheer  him,  and  he  with  admonitions  and  re¬ 
quests  for  more  pictures.  He  was  particularly  concerned 
that  she  draw  her  little  girls  with  less  clothing:  “ Will  you 
—  (it  ’s  all  for  your  own  good  — !)  make  her  stand  up  and 
then  draw  her  for  me  without  a  cap  —  and,  without  her 
shoes,  —  (because  of  the  heels)  and  without  her  mit¬ 
tens,  and  without  her  —  frock  and  frills?  And  let  me  see 
exactly  how  tall  she  is  —  and  —  how  —  round.  It  will  be 
so  good  of  you  and  for  you  —  And  to  and  for  me.” 

Greenaway  was  always  soliticious  of  Ruskin  but  could 
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Reviewed  by  Chariie  Shively 

Sexuality  rests  (or  should  I  say  lies)  at  the  heart  of  a 
person’s  being.  Here  we  should  receive  feelings  of 
self-worth  and  wonder.  Our  sex-negative  culture, 
however,  tells  us  that  feeling  there  is  nasty  and  that 
something  at  our  very  core  is  ugly  and  mean  — :  they  call 
it  “obscene.  ”  The  transition  from  childhood  sexuality  to 
adulthood  is  particularly  painful  as  boys  and  girls 
undergo  biological  change:  most  begin  to  produce 
eggs,  semen;  develop  pubic  hair,  breasts  and  beards. 
Somewhere  along  the  line,  everyone  becomes  aware  of 
cocks  and  cunts,  who  has  which  and  how  they  work  or 
play' 

In  this  development,  I  think  menstruation  —  which 
word  itself  is  a  euphemism  meaning  “monthly”  —  is 
more  fundamental  in  forming  ideas  about  sexuality 
than  the  much  over-played  Oedipal  crisis  or  alledged 
penis  envy.  The  depth  of  the  dis-ease  felt  about  cunt- 
blood  goes  very  deep.  Even  in  the  GCN  toilet,  some  of 
the  males  became  disturbed  to  find  tampons;  and  I  was 
in  a  socialist /feminist/ lesbian /gay  study  group  where 
you  could  eat  the  air  —  tension  was  so  thick  —  when 
“periods”  came  to  be  discussed.  Both  faggots  and  les¬ 
bians  have  been  taught  to  hate  the  body  that  bleeds. 
Despite  her  insensitivity  to  non-white  bodies,  Luce 
Irigarary  opens  some  new  horizons  as  she  brings  love, 
approval  and  celebration  to  the  bleeding:  “You  are 
pure  because  you  have  stayed  close  to  the  blood.  Be¬ 
cause  we  are  both  white  and  red,  we  give  birth  to  all  the 
colors:  pinks,  browns,  blonds,  greens,  blues  .  . 
(Signs  Vol.  7,  No.  1)  This  birth  of  the  blues  should  and 
could  be  celebrated  (by  both  boys  and  girls)  when  each 
woman’s  body  begins  to  bleed.  Relatives,  friends,  lovers 
and  other  trusted  ones  could  be  invited  in  for  a  party, 
where  the  bleeding  girl  could  share  her  blood  joyfully 
within  a  community  which  did  not  deny  her  body.  Bet¬ 
ter  than  drinking  the  blood  of  Christ. 

Since  France  has  a  reputation  for  being  avant  garde  — 
particularly  in  matters  sexual  and  intellectual  —  I  had 
hoped  to  find  more  insight  into  such  questions  as  the 
difference  (if  any)  between  men  and  women  and  how 
female/male  might  relate  to  lesbians  and  faggots.  But 
the  three  works  under  review  are  disappointing;  in  fact, 
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they  seem  to  reaffirm  the  ditty:  “little  girls  are  made  of 
sugar  and  spice  and  everything  nice;  little  boys  of  snits, 
snails,  puppy  dog  tails  and  every  other  vice,”  An  enor¬ 
mous  range  of  expression  —  socialist,  psychoanalysist, 
reformist  and  literary  —  appears  in  New  French  Femi¬ 
nism,  An  Anthology  and  the  special  section  ‘Trench 
Feminist  Theory”  in  Signs,  Journal  of  Women  in  Cul¬ 
ture  (Autumn,  1981);  nonetheless,  a  consensus  emerges 
that  women  are  life  —  affirmative,  loving,  creative, 
good  —  while  men  are  violent,  rapist,  destructive  and 
mean.  Issue  10  of  Semiotext(e)  is  “a  collage  or  a  textual 
patch-work”  evidently  bent  on  proving  all  the  points 
made  about  men  by  French  feminists:  yes,  men  are 
rapists;  yes,  they  give  themselves  over  to  death;  yes,  they 
center  their  lives  around  and  worship  their  cocks.  Men 
pursue  every  possible  evil:  necrophilia  with  grand¬ 
mother,  bestiality  with  dogs  and  other  strange  animals; 
buggering  babies;  rape,  incest,  desecration,  murder, 
lust,  dirt,  vice  —  even  the  ultimate,  asexuality. 

These  three  works  support  the  notion  of  France  as 
“the  locus  of  theory  (indeed  as  being  an  essentially  theo¬ 
retical  sort  of  place).”  Abstraction  and  impersonality 
seem  much  prized.  The  authors  —  male  and  female 
seem  disconcertingly  casual  about  using  “we”  and  “us,” 
when  more  properly  they  should  just  say  “I”  or  “me.” 
The  first  person  singular  seems  to  be  in  general  disfavor 

—  often  dismissed  as  “narcissistic”  —  doubtless  a 
reaction  against  some  of  the  existentialist  (and  earlier 
Romantic)  emphasis  on  confessional  narrative.  But  if  the 
personal  is  political  and  the  only  access  road  to  the  theo¬ 
retical  —  why  exclude  or  hide  it?  The  purpose  is  to  pre¬ 
tend  that  you  speak  for  more  experience  than  you  do. 
For  instance,  by  using  “we”  when  the  author  is  white 
and  male  to  include  black  women  slyly  steals  speech 
from  the  latter.  In  New  French  Feminism ,  Francoise  Par- 
turier  uses  “we”  for  women  at  the  same  time  she  com¬ 
plains  that  Frenchmen  want  their  women  “living  like 
Polish  peasant  women.  ”  Too  often  theory  has  been  only 
a  hiding  place  for  displaced  egos  —  even  superegos.  — 
afraid  to  reveal  their  limited  origins  or  rather  trying  to 
disguise  their  use  of  thought  or  theory  to  keep  down 
revolts. 

The  influence  of  anthropology  on  contemporary 
French  thought  is  pervasive;  to  be  respectable  every 
theory  must  include  some  mention  of  “the  savages.” 
Unfortunately  too  many  echoes  remain  within  French 
structuralist  anthropology  of  oh-how-much-smarter-we- 
are-here-in-the-abstraction-capital-rather-than-the- 
raw-material-colonies-of-the -world.  And  too  often 
French  authors  unconsciously  use  details  from  former 
colonies  to  reenforce  parisian  ethnocentric  vanity.  Some¬ 
times,  the  usage  is  sloppy  and  racist,  as  in  Jean  Poullin’s 
‘Table  manners,  Bed  Manners,  Language  Manners,” 
where  his  account  of  Iroquois  cannibalism  comes  from 
seventeenth  century  Jesuit  publicity  for  their  missionary 
work  progressing  in  company  with  the  French  army 
along  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  On  a  more  general  level, 
too  many  of  the  women  fall  into  the  trap  of  arguing  that 
women  are  not  —  or  should  not  be  —  “a  dark  continent” 

—  the  European  term  for  ignoranceof  AfricaWould  it  be 
shameful  if  The  Savage  Mind  —  the  title  of  C.  Levi- 
Strauss’  classic  —  and  the  feminine  mind  turned  out  to 
share  the  same  structure?  Crudely  put,  Levi-Strauss 
holds  that  language,  culture  and  the  incest  taboo  all 
began  together  as  women  became  commerce  for  men. 
Evelyn  Reed  has  traced  a  quite  different  lineage  in 
Woman  !r  Evolution  (1975)  —  a  work  which  would  save 
many  French  writers  from  taking  Levi-Strauss  quite  so 
seriously.  Reed  attempts  to  recover  “the  historical  pri¬ 
ority  of  the  maternal  clan  system  and,  along  with  it,  the 
leading  part  played  by  women.” 


The  spectre  of  Jacques  Lacan  —  like  Levi-Strauss  an 
exemplar  of  heterosexual  male  values  —  haunts  each  of 
the  works  under  review.  French  feminists  either  defend 
or  denounce  him  in  one  way  or  another;  Polysexuality  is 
an  extended  exegesis  of  the  man’s  ideas.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
explain  why  so  many  quick-witted  authors  take  Lacan 
seriously.  Evidently  they  feel  he  alone  adequately 
resolved  the  personal-psychological  and  the  political, 
psychoanalysis  and  marxism,  by  ignoring  the  latter  and 
bringing  psychoanalysis  into  line  with  sociology  through 
an  analysis  of  language.  Lacan  has  taken  two  dead  men 
for  his  masters  —  Sigmund  Freud  (d.  *939)  and  Ferdi¬ 
nand  de  Saussure  (d.  1913)  —  combined  their  science 
and  used  his /their  insights  to  lord  it  over  other  intellec¬ 
tuals.  Lacan’s  crabby,  cranky  and  obscure  presentation 
have  been  based  in  pan  on  de  Saussure  whose  work  is 
known  through  posthumously  published  lcetures.  Lacan 
has  published  only  some  of  his  lectures;  however,  unlike 
de  Saussure,  Lacan  has  become  a  celebrity  within  his 
own  lifetime. 

Lacan  does  not  mean  to  be  summarized  (easily  or 
otherwise),  but  let  me  try  to  get  a  little  finger  up  his 
tight  ass.  He  argues  that  the  cock  is  everything;  the  cunt 
nothing,  zero;  and  by  his  mathematics  “surely  0  and  1 
make  2.  ”  (Semiotext(e))  So  far  as  I  can  tell,  he  makes  no 
allowances  for  zero  plus  zero  or  one  plus  one  —  not  to 
mention  other  possible  combinations!  And  “0”  can  only 
be  cunt  —  not  mouth  or  asshole,  fingers,  thighs,  stom¬ 
ach,  breasts,  toes,  armpits,  ears  or  other  sexual  parts  of 
the  body. 

At  the  center  of  Lacan’s  language  stands  the  noble 
cock  —  the  big  number  one  —  but  alas  it  has  a  problem: 
the  danger  of  being  cut  off  and  bleeding  all  over  —  like 
the  dreaded,  devouring  cunt  (as  he  defines  it)  —  a  dan¬ 
ger  which  always  looms,  giving  significance  to  every¬ 
thing.  Zeros  serve  best  as  mothers,  second  best  as  wor¬ 
shippers  of  the  phallos,  and  they  can  never  be  accepted 
as  either  speakers  or  equals.  Thus  when  Simone  de 
Beauvoir  telephoned  Lacan  requesting  an  interview(she 
should  have  asked  for  an  audience)  he  replied  that  she 
could  not  possibly  grasp  his  though  in  a  few  hours;  they 
must  spend  a  minimum  of  five  or  six  months.  Ideally, 
Lacan  prefers  admiring  women  students  who  try  to  ex¬ 
plain  his  thought  to  other  men;  examples  of  this  may  be 
found  both  in  Semiotext(e)  and  in  Anika  Lemaire, 
Jacques  Lacan  (Paris,  1970;  London,  1977). 

A  central  Lacanian  theory  is  that  only  men  can  be  cas¬ 
trated.  A  corollary  of  this  is  that  men  —  because  they 
fear  castration  —  are  given  to  violence  and  equate  death 
with  cock /loss.  Francois  Peraldi  writes  that  masochistic 
activities  are  “an  experimentation  whose  ultimate  goal  is 
death:  Death  as  the  ultimate  sex!"  And  in  illustration, 
Polysexuality  is  inlaid  with  pictures  of  war,  destruction, 
devastation  and  concludes  with  a  photograph  of  a  lawyer 
who  devised  an  ingenious  device  of  fatal  disembowl- 
ment:  “a  most  modest,  obscure,  obstinate  practice  on 
which  there  is  strictly  nothing  to  say  since  it  remains,  at 
least  for  us,  beyond  human  recognition.  ”  Annie  Leclerc 
denounces  men  on  just  such  Lacanian  grounds:  “the 
hero  commits  himself  to  death  by  reason  of  the  obses¬ 
sional  gaze  he  casts  upon  death  that  has  only  one  face, 
his  own.” 

Here  I  think  both  the  men  and  women  go  adrift  into 
their  metaphysics  without  adequate  grounding  in  per¬ 
sonal  observations.  While  the  Polysexuality  emphasis  on 
the  interest  that  men  have  in  death  is  not  necessarily 
false,  the  inverse  proposition  accepted  by  both  feminists 
and  the  men  —  that  women  don’t  worry  much  about 
death  because  they  can’t  be  castrated  —  flies  in  the  face 
of  common  sense.  Helene  Cixous’  essay  “Castration  or 
Decapitation?”  thus  turns  Lacan  on  his  head:  “Man  can¬ 
not  live  without  resigning  himself  to  loss.  He  has  to 
mourn.  It’s  his  way  of  withstanding  castration  .  .  . 
Woman,  though,  does  not  mourn  .  .  .  She  loses  and 
doubtless  it  would  be  to  death  were  it  not  for  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  those  basic  movements  of  a  feminine  uncon¬ 
scious  .  .  .  which  provide  the  capacity  of  passing  above  it 
all  by  means  of  a  form  of  oblivion  ...  of  acceptance .” 
While  I  wouldn’t  want  to  trust  all  the  studies  about 
women’s  mourning,  I  do  think  that  Marguerite  Duras’ 
Hiroshima  mon  amour  (1958),  Simone  de  Beauvoir’s  A 
Very  Easy  Death  ( 1964)  or  any  number  of  women  poets 
would  dispel  the  gender  generalities  about  death  gen¬ 
erated  by  Lacanian  metaphysics.  In  fact,  men  and 
women  both  share  a  fear  of  death;  and,  while  this  fear 
varies,  the  variation  is  linked  less  to  gender  than  many 
other  parts  of  our  culture. 

While  mutual  male/femal  recriminations  lead  no¬ 
where,  a  closer  listening  to  the  unconscious  might  be  re¬ 
warding.  Most  men  do  fear  castration,  but  they  do  not 
recognize  that  women  no  less  fear  rape.  You  could  argue 
that  the  boy’s  fear  of  castration  is  totally  irrational.  Set¬ 
ting  aside  circumcision,  how  many  boys  or  men  are  ever 
castrated  in  this  or  any  other  society?  Some,  of  course;  a 
few  become  transsexuals.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fear 
women  have  of  rape  is  much  closer  to  reality.  The  editors 
of  Polysexuality  (like  Lacan)  dismiss  the  female  fear: 
scattered  through  the  text  are  ninety-two  scenes  from 
Pierre  Klossowski’s  film  script  of  a  woman  being  raped 
and  enjoying  it.  And  in  his  ‘Inquiry  into  Feminity," 
Michele  Montrelay  suggests  that  “One  tends  to  refer  to 
the  anxiety  of  rape  and  penetration  without  emphasiz¬ 
ing  that,  in  reality,  on  the  contrary,  the  girl  risks  little.” 
Alice  Jardine  notes  in  Signs  that  ‘Toucault  caused  a  stir 
last  year  [1980]  when  he  maintained  that  rape  is  a  social 
and  not  a  sexual  crime.” 

In  some  ways  the  dispute  between  boys  fearing  castra¬ 
tion  and  women  fearing  rape  represents  a  heterosexual 
argument.  Unquestionably  the  issue  impinges  upon  gay 
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The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street  begins  with  an  author’s 
note  in  which  Randy  Shilts  says: 

The  story  of  Harvey  Milk  is,  to  a  large  extent, 
the  story  of  the  gay  movement  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and,  ultimately,  the  nation.  This  is  the 
story  of  Harvey  Milk,  his  life  and  times. 

I  want  to  talk  more  about  that  later,  but  first  I  want  to 
say  that  The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street  is  a  wonderful  biog¬ 
raphy.  It  is  vividly  written,  and  meticulously  researched 
and  documented.  Shilts  tells  Harvey  Milk’s  story  in  a 
way  that  is  engrossing  and  dramatic.  (Too  dramatic 
sometimes.  Shilts  has  an  unfortunate  tendency  to  lapse 
into  melodrama  and  say  things  like  “[He]  made  his  ren- 
dezous  with  history”.) 

Harvey  Milk  lived  a  life  filled  with  melodrama, 
unlikely  coincidences  and  odd  twists  of  plot.  Raised  on 
Long  Island  in  a  comfortably  middle-class  Jewish  fam¬ 
ily,  Milk  became  a  financial  analyst  on  Wall  Street  (and 
ardent  Goldwater  supporter),  then  a  theatrical  finan¬ 
cier,  then  a  hippie,  then  a  shopkeeper  (on  a  seedy  and 
little  known  street  called  Castro)  and  finally  a  politi¬ 
cian.  Along  the  way  he  crossed  paths  with  the  famous 
and  near  famous  in  the  growing  gay  rights  movement. 
He  also  had  a  string  of  young,  waif-like  lovers  who 
almost  invariably  grew  suicidal.  As  a  young  man  he  led 
a  highly  closeted  life,  but  by  1977  when  he  became  the 
first  openly  gay  official  in  a  major  American  city  he  was 
one  of  the  most  famous  homosexuals  in  the  world.  Ele- 
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men  and  1  esbians  —  again  more  on  the  latter  than  the 
former  —  but  lesbians  and  gay  men  face  an  equally 
pressing  psycho-sexual  question  which  is  not  gender 
(cock  or  cunt)  related,  and  that  is  the  question  of  engulf- 
ment.  Simone  de  Beauvoir,  in  a  1972  interview,  points 
out  that  French  feminists  don’t  hate  men;  they  just  have 
“an  attitude  of  caution,  a  determination  not  to  allow 
themselves  to  be  devoured.”  In  the  usual  heterosexual 
relationship,  the  man  is  supposed  to  engulf  the  identi¬ 
ties  of  both  wife  and  children  (he  gives  them  his  name) ; 
the  mother’s  identity  then  (if  she  is  to  have  any)  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  in  her  children  who  she  herself  may  for 
awhile  engulf.  The  issue  of  engulfment  appears  in  each 
relationship  between  each  lesbian  and  each  faggot  both 
as  they  interact  with  their  lovers  and  as  they  form  organ¬ 
izations.  Lesbians  face  engulfment  in  organizations 
where  compulsive  heterosexuality  is  not  questioned; 
they  face  engulfment  in  “gay”  organizations  where  male 
supremacy  is  not  challenged.  Faggots  face  engulfment 
not  only  from  the  surrounding  and  hostile  heterosexual 
milieu  but  also  in  their  organizations  which  more  often 
than  not  seem  alien  to  its  own  “members.  ” 

While  the  French  feminists  and  male  theorists  often 
seem  much  more  profound  than  English-speaking  coun¬ 
terparts,  they  have  some  big  blindspots.  One  is  their 
failure  to  adequately  understand  heterosexuality  as  an 
institution  and  an  ideology.  Charlotte  Bunch  in  her 
pathbreaking  essay  “Not  for  Lesbians  Only”  {Quest,  a 
Feminist  Quarterly ,  Fall,  1975)  explained  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  to  understand  heterosexuality  not  as  natural 
but  as  man-made  for  specific  purposes.  Even  now  many 
feminists  cannot  accept  this  notion  that  heterosexuality 
must  be  defined,  its  origins  traced  and  its  overthrow 
organized.  Thus  correspondents  in  Signs  question 
Adrienne  Rich’s  essay  “Compulsory  Heterosexuality.” 

Despite  the  long  experience  in  both  literature  and 
life,  lesbians  seem  left  out  of  French  ideology.  They  do 
not  appear  in  Poly  sexuality .  And  while  Elaine  Marks  and 
Isabelle  de  Courtivron  who  edited  New  French  Femi¬ 
nisms  were  also  co-editor  and  contributors  to  Homosex- 


ven  months  after  his  election  to  the  San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors,  he  was  dead.  It  was  somehow  in  keeping 
with  his  life  story  that  he  should  be  assassinated,  as  he 
expected  he  would  be. 

Shilts  has  done  a  superb  job  of  weaving  together  the 
threads  of  Milk’s  life  and  the  social  forces  then  at  work. 
Particularly  interesting  is  his  description  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  development  as  a  gay  mecca  in  general,  and  the 
Castro  Street  phenomenon  in  particular.  He  presents 
Milk  as  he  was,  with  all  the  contradictory  facets  of  his 
personality:  realistic,  romantic,  meddling,  practical, 
theatrical,  altruistic,  ambitious  and  driven.  All  of  this  is 
happily  free  of  the  pop  psychology  that  plagues  so  many 
modern  biographies.  In  all,  The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street 
is  a  well-told  story  of  a  man  who  was  very  much  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place  at  exactly  the  right  time  in  his¬ 
tory. 

In  reporting  Milk’s  life  and  times,  Shilts  does  a  fine 
job.  Unfortunately,  in  interpreting  what  it  all  means,  he 
wanders  onto  very  shaky  ground,  and  ultimately  does  a 
great  disservice  to  gay  politics.  Despite  what  the  above 
quotation  claims,  Shilts  doesn’t  tell  the  whole  —  or  any¬ 
thing  near  the  whole  —  story  of  the  gay  movement. 
Only  a  piece  of  it,  albeit  an  important  piece. 

To  begin  with,  Shilts  gives  us  a  very  clear  picture  of 
Harvey  Milk  the  politician,  but  it  doesn’t  quite  match 
his  analysis  of  Harvey  Milk  the  politician.  He  is  fond  of 
saying  that  Milk  was  a  “radical”  and  a  “populist,”  and  I 
suppose  he  was  populist  in  the  sense  that  he  was  a  grass¬ 
roots  candidate.  But  Milk  had  no  coherent  political  phil¬ 
osophy  other  than  a  vaguely  libertarian  outlook  and  a 
strong  desire  to  see  gay  men  (particularly  himself)  obtain 
political  power.  What  seems  clear  from  Shilts’  portrait  is 
that  Milk  was  not  a  radical  in  the  sense  of  questioning 
existing  political  structures.  Rather  he  was  a  maverick 
politician  who  played  an  old-time  political  game.  When 
it  was  expedient, he  broke  the  rules,  but  he  never  chal¬ 
lenged  the  game  itself.  There  is,  of  course,  nothing 
wrong  with  being  a  maverick  politician,  but  it  should 
not  be  confused  with  —  or  represented  as  —  being  radi¬ 
cal. 

There  are  many  examples  of  this  politicking  in  the 
book,  but  perhaps  the  most  telling  is  an  incident  involv¬ 
ing  another  maverick  politican,  John  Briggs,  sponsor  of 
the  infamous  Briggs  Initiative.  Shilts  describes  a  time 
when  Briggs  and  Milk  met  in  an  airport  lounge,  just 
prior  to  a  public  debate  with  each  other: 

...  for  a  half-hour  Briggs  and  Milk  bantered  back 
and  forth  about  the  campaign  like  two  old  World 
War  II  buddies  reminiscing  about  their  days  in  the 
trenches  .  .  .  They  were  two  seasoned  politicians 
who  had  spent  years  breaking  all  the  political  rules, 
relying  on  sheer  showmanship  for  their  successes, 
and  delighting  in  the  give-and-take  of  politics. 

It  gets  to  be  very  annoying  the  way  The  Mayor  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Street  claims  to  be  a  chronicle  of  the  national  gay  pol¬ 
itical  movement,  but  in  reality  deals  only  with  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Gay  politics  outside  of  San  Francisco  are  either 
ignored  or  dismissed  as  unimportant.  Nor  does  the  book 
give  a  particularly  balanced  picture  of  gay  politics  in  San 
Francisco.  In  his  discussion  of  the  Coors  boycott,  for 
example,  Shilts  gives  all  the  credit  for  that  boycott  to 
Milk.  In  fact,  Howard  Wallace  was  the  primary  gay 
organizer  behind  it,  but  he  is  not  even  mentioned.  This 
seems  rather  odd,  since  even  the  Coors  Co.  itself  recently 


recognized  his  role  as  organizer  by  slapping  him  with  a 
lawsuit. 

Similarly,  the  lesbian-feminist  community  in  San 
Francisco  is  ignored.  Shilts  says  blandly  that  Milk  didn’t 
know  many  lesbians,  which  is  true.  But  the  point  is  that 
one  cannot  tell  the  story  of  the  gay  movement  without 
talking  about  the  women’s  movement.  The  two  have 
been  too  closely  affiliated  for  too  long  for  that  connec¬ 
tion  to  be  ignored  the  way  it  is  here. 

It  would  be  one  thing  if  Shilts  said  that  he  omitted  all 
of  this  because  of  lack  of  room.  He  does  not  however. 
Rather  he  clearly  dismisses  as  trivial,  ineffectual  or 
unimportant  the  gay  politics  that  existed  in  cities  other 
than  San  Francisco,  or  that  revolved  around  people  other 
than  Milk. 

One  more  example:  throughout  his  political  life 
Harvey  Milk  feuded  with  such  cautious  gay  politicians  as 
Rick  Stokes  and  Jim  Foster  of  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club.  Shilts  portrays  these  people  as  fairly  useless 
in  gay  politics.  He  is  even  more  contemptuous  toward 
San  Francisco’s  radical  gay  community.  For  Shilts  it  was 
all  Harvey  Milk.  But  the  fact  is  that  it  wasn’t  ail  Harvey 
Milk,  and  Shilts  has  missed  a  very  important  point  here. 
Political  movements  do  not  advance  on  one  front  alone, 
or  by  the  efforts  of  one  person  alone.  They  advance  on 
many  fronts  simultaneously,  and  these  fronts  are,  in 
fact,  dependent  upon  each  other  for  forward  momen¬ 
tum.  In  other  words,  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic 
Club,  maddening  as  they  must  have  been  to  work  with, 
broke  the  ground  that  Milk  was  so  successful  in  plant¬ 
ing.  Similarly,  the  gay  radicals  defined  and  explored 
important  issues  (such  as  sexism)  that  Milk  had  neither 
the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  explore. 

Shilts  is  plainly  disturbed  that  now,  after  Milk  is 
gone,  his  political  organization  and  even  his  political 
legacy  seem  to  have  been  coopted  entirely  into  main¬ 
stream  San  Francisco  politics.  Actually,  this  should  have 
come  as  no  surprise.  What  is  more  disturbing  is  his  clear 
implication  that  there  is  no  more  gay  political  move¬ 
ment,  that  it  all  ended  somehow  with  Harvey  Milk’s 
death  and  that  there  is  no  one  left  doing  any  important 
gay  political  work. 

All  of  these  flaws  will  be  fairly  obvious  to  anyone  with 
any  sense  of  gay  movement  history.  After  all,  Harvey 
Milk’s  time  was  also  our  time,  and  San  Francisco  isn’t  the 
whole  world,  even  if  some  people  in  San  Francisco  think 
it  is.  But  we  aren’t  the  only  ones  reading  this  book.  This 
is  the  big  gay  book  of  the  year.  It  is  the  one  that  non-gay 
people  will  read,  and  it  is  the  one  that  will  sit  on  book¬ 
shelves  for  years  as  the  chronicle  of  gay  history.  I  can’t 
help  but  think  of  Harvey  Milk’s  proverbial  gay  teen-ager 
in  Altoona,  PA.  Will  he  or  she  read  this  looking  for 
hope,  only  to  finish  with  the  depressing  conclusion  that 
no  one  is  left  out  there  working  for  him  or  her?  I 
wonder. 

By  now  it  probably  sounds  as  if  I  am  reviewing  two 
books  here.  In  a  way  I  am.  One,  a  chronicle  of  gay  move¬ 
ment  politics,  suffers  greatly  from  a  narrow  outlook  and 
lack  of  perspective.  The  other  is  the  compelling  story  of 
an  important  gay  leader’s  life  and  death,  and  is  a  master¬ 
ful  piece  of  storytelling  and  reporting.  Despite  its  faults, 
The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street  succeeds  as  a  biography.  It 
made  me  feel  that  I  knew  Harvey  Milk.  And  now,  hav¬ 
ing  known  him,  I  miss  him. 


ualities  and  French  Literature  (1979)  —  they  do  not 
seem  able  to  link  1  esbians  either  into  French  Feminism 
or  into  French  homosexuality.  A  number  of  feminists 
express  ambiguous  attitudes  toward  lesbians.  Thus 
H$len«  Cixous  seems  to  oppose  lesbian  identity  in  one 
statement:  “  lesbianiam’  is  what  maintains  power,  a 
power  situation,  whereas  with  the  entirely  feminine 
homosexuality,  that  power  relationship  is  dis¬ 
assembled.”  And  in  “Castration  or  Decapitation,”  a 
note  suggests  that  she  considers  female  homosexuality 
and  bisexuality  “tangential  to  the  central  interest  of  her 
work.  ”  While  feminists  would  thus  seem  to  thrust  Lesbi¬ 
ans  into  a  tangential  position,  male  homosexuals  also 
would  engulf  Lesbians  from  another  direction.  The 
French  Gay  Liberation  Front  (FHAR)  made  the  women 
feel  depossedees  par  les  hommes  —  dispossessed  by  the 
men.  (Jacques  Girard,  Le  movement  homosexual  en 
France,  1945-1980,  103) 

The  Lesbian  dispossessment  by  the  faggots  points  to 
an  interesting  alliance  in  Polysexuality .  There  a  largely 
heterosexual  sensibility  has  set  aside  the  divisions 
between  homosexual  and  heterosexual  or  male  and 
female  or  possessors  and  dispossessed,  and  substituted 
instead  polysexuality,  divided  into  self  sex,  soft  sex,  ali¬ 
mentary  sex,  sex  of  the  gaze,  ambiguous  sex,  animal  sex, 
child  sex,  morbid  sex,  violent  sex,  corporate  sex,  discur¬ 
sive  sex,  philosophical  sex  and  critical  sex.  The  conclud¬ 
ing  essay  on  defunct  sex  also  considers  asexuality.  This 
disingenious  division  means  to  develop  an  alliance 
between  straight  men,  boy  lovers  and  patrons  of  the 
Mine  Shaft  against  feminists,  against  the  cunts.  Because 
of  feminist  attacks  on  male  homosexuality  many  faggots 
may  respond  to  this  call,  but  the  alliance  is  an  ill  con¬ 
ceived  and  unnecessarily  defensive  one.  Faggots  should 
stand  up  (or  bend  over  or  kneel  down)  for  their  sexual¬ 
ity,  but  they  cannot  expect  women  or  others  not  to  ask 
questions  about  it  or  to  criticize  it.  What  happens  in  the 
alliance  with  straight  men  is  that  they  use  us  to  defend 
themselves  against  change  and  against  feminist  attack. 
But  the  straight  men  will  not  protect  faggots;  indeed, 


they  will  eagerly  throw  us  to  the  wolves  to  protect  them¬ 
selves.  Thus  Paul  Virilio  after  denouncing  feminists  as 
murderers  adds  that  “In  the  United  States,  all  of  this 
takes  the  ultimate  form  of  a  new,  merciless  social  strug¬ 
gles  between  cliques  that  have  become  homosexual  in 
the  pursuit  of  power,  influence  and  money.” 

The  attack  on  straight  men  and  on  faggots  is  differ¬ 
ent.  Although  there  is  always  a  sense  in  which  every  fag¬ 
got  is  in  part  a  straight  man  and  in  which  all  men  possess 
certain  male  privileges  —  the  straight  men  need  to  de¬ 
fend  their  possessions;  their  sense  of  being  unique  and 
potentially  superior.  Faggots  —  and  most  especially 
those  who  are  boy  lovers,  prostitutes,  sadists,  poor, 
masochists,  third  world,  promiscuous  and/or  public  — 
must  on  the  other  hand  struggle  just  for  our  existence. 
How  many  times  does  anyone  ever  tell  us  we  are  “unique 
and  potentially  superior”  because  we  suck  cocks  out  of 
toilet  bowls  on  the  Connecticut  Turnpike?  Francois 
Peraldi  in  Polysexuality  recommends  that  “the  reader 
visit  the  pit  at  The  Mine  Shaft’  in  New  York  City,”  In 
June  1 980  I  was  there  —  incidentally  not  having  much 
luck  getting  anyone  to  piss  on  me  —  and  some  straight 
thugs  gathered  outside  the  door  waiting  to  beat  up 
queers.  In  1969,  the  queens  at  Stonewall  attacked  the 
police;  in  1980.  the  Mine  Shaft  management  kept  peo¬ 
ple  inside.  A  similar  incident  happened  recently  at  a 
downtown  lesbian  bar:  lesbians  had  to  be  restrained 
from  clearing  the  streets  of  straight  men.  What  are  the 
philosophical  straight  men  going  to  do  about  these 
thugs  (are  they  among  them?)? 

French  practice  and  theory  on  these  questions  needs 
to  be  studied  and  circulated.  But  we  must  not  allow  the 
study  of  the  structures  to  undermine  our  capacity  to 
change  the  structures.  What  is  sometimes  sloppily  called 
“structuralism”  often  intends  to  discourage  organiza¬ 
tion,  fighting  back  and  change.  Too  much  effort  spent 
in  understanding  existence  leads  to  a  committment  to 
keeping  it  all  intact;  what  we  need  are  understandings  of 
how  to  destroy  what  is.  What  is  is  what  needs  to  be 
destroyed. 
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A  Depressing  View 


Gay  Fathers 

Written  and  published  by 
Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  1981 
P.O.  Box  187  Station  F 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4V  2L5 
74  pp.,  $5.73 

Reviewed  by  Read  Weaver _ 

It’s  taken  me  something  like  four  months  to  write 
this  review,  and  as  I  sit  down  to  it.  I’m  figuring  out 
why.  I  was  excited  by  this  book,  I  wanted  to  like  it, 
but  it’s  a  very  depressing  view  of  gay  men  and  their 
children. 

Last  week  I  traded  coming  out  stories  with  several 
friends.  There  was  pain  in  much  of  what  we  said  to  each 
other,  but  the  joy  that  underlay  our  telling  kept  coming 
through  with  great  clarity.  An  important  part  of  Gay 
Fathers  is  its  coming  out  stories,  but  the  underlying  joy 
that  make  such  stories  resonant  is  missing.  We  hear  the 
pain  of  secrecy  before  coming  out,  and  the  hardship  of 
dealing  with  what  that  does  in  a  marriage.  We  can  feel 
how  the  honesty  of  coming  out  is  an  unburdening,  but 
not  how  that  honesty  powerfully  enriches  us.  Coming 
out  becomes  something  we  have  to  do;  pan  of  the  pain 
of  being  gay. 

Since  being  fathers  is  important  to  these  men,  one 
might  expect  strong  emotions  when  they  talk  about 
their  children.  Their  commitment  to  their  daughters 
and  sons  comes  through  —  some  of  these  men  have 
gone  through  hell  to  stay  close  to  their  children.  But  the 
emotions  involved  just  aren’t  there.  It  bothers  me  that  a 
book  by  gay  fathers  can  so  neglect  talking  about  kids, 
except  with  an  overlying  guilt:  Will  my  child  suffer  for 
my  being  gay?  I  believe  my  life  would  have  been  so 
much  enriched  had  my  father  been  queer.  Yes,  of 
course  it’s  a  hard  situation  —  but  it’s  not  only  bad! 

(There  is  a  reference  in  this  book  to  Jack  Purdom 
Latham’s  ‘Tender  Mornings:  Progress  of  a  Faggot 
Father”  in  Gay  Sunshine  (#40 / 41).  I  read  this  after  Gay 
Fathers  and  was  blown  away.  The  love  between  the 
father  and  son  described  in  this  article  is  stunningly  in¬ 
tense.  This  is  what  I  wanted  to  see  in  Gay  Fathers.) 

An  appendix  includes  an  example  of  the  League 
Against  Homosexuals’  hate  literature.  I  understand,  I 
think,  why  it’s  included,  but  it  doesn’t  work  in  this 
book.  To  use  this  kind  of  raving  as  a  spark  for  our  rage  is 
an  important  thing  to  do,  but  this  book  never  touches 
that  rage.  That  explains  some  of  my  disappointment. 
One  of  the  pieces  that  I  read  when  I  was  j  ust  coming  out 
was  “Father  Knows  Best”  in  The  Gay  Liberation  Book. 


That  was  the  first  time  I’d  seen  articulated  the  idea  that 
being  gay  was  not  only  okay,  but  actually  better  than  the 
alternative.  There  was  a  lot  of  anger  in  that  piece.  Con¬ 
trast: 

.  .  .  this  society  of  ours  is  ruled  by  the  sick  values 
of  butch-,  hail  the  conquering  hero  —  watch  me 
flex  my  muscles  —  see  what  I  have  between  my 
legs. 

Don’t  ask  me  again  why  I  want  my  boys  to  be 
gay- 

...  as  a  gay  brother  and  father,  I’m  ready  to 
struggle  so  that  words  and  hopes  become  concrete 
realities  for  everyone  —  and  especially  for  three 
boys  I  know.  (“Father  Knows  Best”) 


I  have  no  fear  of  my  son  being  gay. 

(Gay  FathersJ 

That  passage  sums  up  for  me  much  of  what  Gay  Fathers 
is  about  —  not  just  the  perception  of  ‘gay’  as  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  fact,  but  also  the  dearth  of  emotion  in  talking 
about  the  kids. 

The  passage  that  gives  advice  on  coming  out  to  your 
wife  is  one  of  the  better  in  the  book.  It  is  calm  and  sensi¬ 
ble  and  not  a  downer  —  perhaps  more  distance  from  the 
event  allows  that. 

In  the  ideal  world  you  would  tell  her  calmly, 
gently,  and  reassuringly,  and  she  would  cry  a  little, 
but  decorously,  and  into  her  natural-toned,  lace 
edged,  damask  handkerchief,  $59-99  the  set  of 
four.  You  would  discuss  things  as  mature  adults 
and  come  to  an  agreement  on  how  your  lives  would 
change,  ultimately  for  the  better. 

This  is  not  the  ideal  world.  In  the  truly  ideal 
world  you  would  not  be  in  this  predicament  and 
coffee  would  still  be  fifty  cents  a  pound.  Well,  it 
isn’t,  and  you  are. Do  what  we  have  all  done  and 
bumble  through. 

Say  the  wrong  things,  break  down ,  cry,  become 
frustrated,  confused,  angry.  Apologize  (You’re  not 
supposed  to  apologize  but  jeez,  you’ve’  been  lug¬ 
ging  all  this  guilt  around  for  twenty  years  and  this  is 
the  first  chance  you’ve  had  to  say  you’re  sorry;  and 
so  you  are,  even  if  you  haven’t  really  done  anything 
wrong)  .  .  . 

The  press  material,  the  back  cover,  the  intro,  the 
afterword,  and  several  places  within  the  book  say  “ You 
are  not  alone.  ”  It  seems  that  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto  con¬ 
cluded  that  this  single  message  was  so  important  that  it 
needed  to  be  gotten  out,  even  if  the  book  does  not 
otherwise  meet  our  expectations.  That  is  not  an 
approach  that  can  produce  a  work  of  great  merit. 

There’s  a  section  where  one  man  expresses  more  emo¬ 
tion  about  his  step-daughter  than  does  his  lover  —  the 
girl’s  father.  That  explains  the  problem  I  have  with  this 
book  —  it  is  the  coldness  of  the  writing,  more  than  what 
is  being  said,  that  I  find  depressing.  Perhaps  these 
fathers  are  still  too  bound  up  in  their  traumatic  experi¬ 
ences  to  be  able  to  show  those  strong  feelings  in  print. 
The  afterword  suggests  that  these  authors  see  the  joy  of 
being  gay  fathers  as  part  of  the  present  and  the  future, 
and  that  this  book  is  joyless  because  it  is  about  the  past. 
There  are  hints  that  another  edition  may  be  forthcom¬ 
ing.  This  is  a  book  that  ought  to  exist,  but  it  ought  to  be 
much  better  than  it  is.  I  will  be  excited  and  glad  and 
hopeful  to  see  a  second  edition. 


Violence,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
The  Struggle  for  Equality 

Prepared  and  Published  by  the  Connecticut 

Education  Association,  the  Council  on  Interracial 

Books  for  Children,  and  the  National  Education 

Association,  1981 

1841  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10023 

72pp.,  $4.95 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Patton 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  the  re-emergence  of 
two  forces  in  America:  ‘The  Family”  and  reac¬ 
tionary  hate  organizations.  The  link  between  the 
two  is  not  incidental.  Fascist  groups  must  indoctrinate 
their  members  somehow;  the  supposed  “free  associa¬ 
tion”  of  groups  like  the  Klan  masks  the  fact  that  lies 
and  emotional  manipulations  lead  embittered  people 
to  join  groups  that  target  other  people  rather  than 
groups  that  fight  against  the  social  institutions  that  are 
responsible  for  their  frustrations.  Those  lies  could  not 
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be  perpetrated  in  a  society  where  information  was  freely 
available;  hence,  the  growing  importance  of  the  family 
as  a  means  of  shielding  youth  from  the  truths  they 
would  find  if  they  were  allowed  to  choosefreely  the 
books  they  read  and  the  people  they  learn  from.  An 
editorial  in  the  January  16,  1981  Tennessean  (Nashville) 
stated,  “What  the  Klan  cannot  stand  is  for  the  truth  to 
be  told  about  it.  That  is  what  the  teachers  should  do.” 

That  is  exactly  what  Violence,  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
The  Struggle  for  Equality  is  all  about.  This  informa¬ 
tional  and  instructional  guide  is  designed  as  a  school 
curriculum,  but  it  is  an  excellent  resource  for  anyone 
who  wants  to  learn  about  institutionalized  racism  and 
violence  in  America.  It  is  simply  written;  the  excerpts 
from  books  and  newspapers  stand  on  their  own.  The 
difficult  part  of  the  booklet  is  understanding  how  the 
Klan  could  continue  to  be  so  effective,  and  how  few 
people  confront  the  truth  about  racial  violence. 

The  authors  provide  a  comprehensive  article  on  the 
history  of  the  Klan  which  is  keyed  to  the  lesson  plans 
that  follow.  It  is  helpful  to  have  all  of  this  background 
in  one  place,  rather  than  spread  out  with  each  lesson. 
Teachers  —  who  will  have  different  levels  of  knowledge 
about  the  Klan  —  will  appreciate  having  this  chunk  of 


information;  it  should  help  them  feel  more  confident 
with  the  material.  The  book  also  includes  a  good,  if 
brief,  chapter  on  ‘The  Emotional  Climate  of  the  Class¬ 
room,”  which  should  be  helpful  in  establishing  a  con¬ 
trolled  and  supportive  environment  in  which  to  discuss 
this  volatile  subject.  It  carefully  points  out  that  the 
Klan  may  well  be  active  in  the  communities  where  this 
curriculum  is  employed  and  classrooms  may  contain 
students  who  are  Klan  members,  as  well  as  students 
who  have  been  the  victims  of  Klan  violence.  It  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  teachers  may  feel  uncomfortable  presenting 
this  material,  and  offers  guidelines  for  facilitating 
democratic  discussion  about  a  group  that  this  book  calls 
“the  enemy  of  democratic  ideals.” 

Violence  carefully  outlines  the  genesis  and  resurgence 
of  the  Klan  against  the  backdrop  of  an  ever  changing 
society.  The  vigilante  groups  that  became  centrally 
organized  as  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  after  the  Civil  War  grew 
out  of  earlier,  semi-official  patrols  that  hunted  down 
escaped  slaves,  harassed  blacks  in  general,  searched 
homes,  and  broke  up  meetings.  In  the  spring  of 
newly  formed  Klan  units  held  a  meeting  in  Nashville  at 
which  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest  was  elected  Grand 
Wizard.  Forrest,  a  slave  trader  and  Confederate  officer, 
had  commanded  the  troops  that  had  attacked  Fort  Pil¬ 
low,  where  black  soldiers  were  garrisoned.  He  captured 
the  fort  and  slaughtered  three  hundred  black  soldiers 
and  their  wives  and  children.  Forrest  quickly  expanded 
the  Klan’s  power  base;  the  old  ruling  elite  quietly  sup¬ 
ported  the  violent  tactics  of  the  Klan  members,  most  of 
whom  were  disenchanted  poor  whites.  This  structure  — 
tacit  support  and  financial  aid  from  wealthy  business 
and  civic  leaders  who  don’t  want  their  names  associated 
with  the  Klan  but  do  want  the  return  of  white  suprem¬ 
acy,  with  the  actual  activities  carried  out  by  poor  whites 
who  have  very  little  to  lose  —  exists  right  up  to  today. 

Klan  terrorism  (it  is  sobering  to  reflect  on  who  are 
labelled  terrorists  in  today’s  media  and  recall  the  many 
discussions  of  the  Klan’s  first  amendment  “rights’’) 
consists  of  lynchings,  rapes,  bombings,  and  beatings. 
Klan  members  perpetrated  these  atrocities  under  cover 
of  night  and  dressed  in  robes  and  hoods,  which  hid  their 
identity  and  made  it  psychologically  easier  to  commit 
these  crimes.  Between  1866  and  1875  the  Klan  killed 
about  3,500  blacks.  Finally,  in  1871  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
Act  imposed  penalities  on  anyone  “who  shall  conspire 
together,  or  go  in  disguise  ...  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  any  person  of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws, 
or  of  equal  privileges  or  immunities  under  the  law.” 
While  the  Klan  as  an  organization  disappeared  for  a 
time,  white  lynching  groups  continued.  Their  violence 
peaked  in  the  1890 ’s,  against  a  coalition  of  black  and 
white  tenant  farmers  and  sharecroppers  called  the  Popu¬ 
list  Party.  •  Continued  on  page  8 


The  Times  Change 

Quatrefoil 


by  James  Barr  (pseud.  James  Fugate) 

Republished  by  Alyson  Publications,  1 982 
373  pp.,  $6.93 

Reviewed  by  Harry  Seng 

SYNOPSIS:  Boy  (Man)  meets  boy-in-trouble.  Man 
saves  boy.  Boy  deserts  girl  (unworthy  of  course). 
Man  charms  boy’s  family.  Man  wins  boy.  Man  dies 
(accidentally).  Boy  considers  suicide  but,  instead,  goes 
on. 

The  thornier  question  of  whether  boy  goes  on  to 
other  men,  or  back  to  women,  or  into  permanent 
mourning;  in  other  words,  whether  he  chooses  life  or 
life-in-death,  is  not  seriously  considered.  Instead,  we 
are  offered  a  cliche,  a  formulaic  ending: 

Though  he  might  be  capable  of  destroying 
himself,  he  knew  that  he  could  never  destroy  that 
part  of  him  which  was  Tim.  Once  more,  even  in 
death,  Tim  had  intervened  on  his  behalf.  Now 
Phillip  knew  that  he  was  strong  enough  to  face  the 
ordeal  of  living.  In  descending  to  the  level  of  self- 
destruction,  he  had  conquered  it.  He  had  found 
the  one  thing  that  was  more  powerful  than  death 
—  love.  Death  was  not  strong  enough  to  claim  him 
without  conquest .  .  .  (373) 

All  of  this  today  might  make  a  good  made-for-TV 
movie.  The  plot  is  predictable  —  only  slightly  tortured 
with  little  ironies  —  and  the  supporting  cast  of  charac¬ 
ters  is  made  up  almost  equally  of  angels  and  devils.  The 
style  is  unremarkable  at  best,  descending  to  a  flatness 
which  shows  the  influence  of  that  grand  deflator  of  lan¬ 
guage,  Hemingway,  ascending  to  the  stratosphere  in 
passages  that  one  can  only  call  writerly.  I  breezed 
through  the  book,  soaking  up  the  story  while  soaking  in 
the  tub.  I  wanted  to  know  what  happens  to  Phillip  and 
Tim,  but  only  as  much  as  I  want  to  know  the  happen¬ 


ings  of  Liz  T.  or  Babs  S.  There  is  no  reason  to  linger  over 
anything  here.  Explanation  approaches  overkill,  and 
subtlety  and  nuance  are  never  called  in. 

Quatrefoil  is  the  story  of  two  very  conservative  men 
(and  I  can’t  begin  to  underscore  the  force  with  which 
that  is  driven  home)  who  have  little  use  for  much  out¬ 
side  themselves  and  the  people  they  wish  to  control.  It 
should  come  as  no  surprise  that  the  two  men  are  officers 
in  the  U.S.  Navy,  circa  1946,  and  that  they  are  quite 
comfortable  with  what  is  implied  in  the  man’s  world 
they  are  privileged  to  be  part  of.  They  have  money, 
honey,  too. 

Women  in  this  novel  are  meant  to  serve  men.  We 
have,  on  one  side,  the  saintly  Victoria  (Phillip’s  mother), 
the  wise  and  understanding  Fanchon  (Phillip’s  sister), 
and  the  eccentrically  charming  Minna  (Phillip’s  adopted 
aunt).  The  witches  (or  bitches  as  Barr  would  probably 
have  it)  are  simpleton  Sybel  Jo  (Phillip’s  intended),  the 
crass  opportunist  Madame  (Sybel  Jo’s  stepmother),  and 
the  man-eater  Pat  (Tim’s  wife).  What  separates  the  good 
gals  from  the  bad  gals  Phillip  very  gallantly  explains  to 
us: 

It  was  a  heartless  role  for  Phillip.  He  was  fond  of  the 
girl  but  that  was  all.  He  would  never  respect  her  as 
an  equal,  but  he  might  love  her  as  he  would  love 
the  children  she  would  bear  him.  He  would  be  cle¬ 
ver  enough  to  make  her  happy  so  [sic]  long  as  she 
never  crossed  him,  and  there  seemed  little  danger 
of  that  after  Madame ’s  severe  domination.  As  the 
girl  had  little  spirit,  her  stepmother  constantly 
urged  her  to  be  brighter  or  gayer  or  more  aggres¬ 
sive.  The  result  was  a  desperate,  pathetic  effort  to 
please.  As  his  wife,  Phillip  knew  that  she  would 
change.  His  mother  and  sister  would  set  her  on  a 
more  natural  plane,  persuading  her  to  be  quiet  and 
dignified,  simple  and  gracious,  as  they  were.  (82) 
Poor  Phillip!  Even  in  1950  this  is  appalling  misogyny.  Its 
force  at  that  time  marks  its  presence  in  the  male  homo¬ 


Street  Tough 

The  Pinball  Player 

by  Pat  Kuras 
Good  Gay  Poets,  1982 
Box  277  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
34  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Cindy  Patton 

un  at  Kuras”  will  sound  familiar  to  many  Boston- 
ians  —  either  as  a  writer  and  poet,  or  as 
JL  someone  vaguely  connected  with  the  more 
colorful  aspects  of  the  mythology  of  the  not  yet 
reincarnated  Saints  bar.  Those  who  know  her  in  both 
capacities  will  be  glad  that  Good  Gay  Poets  is  issuing  a 
book  of  her  work.  The  Pinball  Player  is  divided  into 
“Poems”  and  “Bar  Scenes”  (they  are  really  all  poems), 
and  there  will  be  something  here  for  everyone.  These 
are  wonderful  poems  from  a  rugged,  streetwise  voice 
that  we  don’t  often  hear  —  the  bar  dykes,  the  ‘charac¬ 
ters’  that  don’t  fit  neatly  into  the  ‘lesbian-feminist’ 
community.  They  are  evocative  of  the  problems, 
‘struggles’  if  you  will,  of  women  who  live  outside  the 
rules  for  how  relationships  are  conducted  in  politically 
correct  dykedom.  One  of  my  favorites  is  a  bar  scene, 
and  I  think  I  remember  this  night,  too. 

S’il  Vous  Plait 

She  wears  a  pastel -colored  pantsuit, 

miscast  among  the  denim-slacked,  flannel-shined  crowd. 


First  night  in  the  bar  and 
she  smiles  timid,  hopefully,  at 
the  flurry  of  bodies  that 
nonchalantly  buzz  around  her. 

No  one  sees  or  cares. 

She  is  a  misfit,  as 

her  sexual  longings  have  always  told  her. 
(Even  here,  she  does  not  belong.) 

Soon  she  will  slither  from  the  stool  and, 
like  a  dissolving  pool ,  evaporate 
through  the  door  and 
fade  into  mist. 

Return  is  unlikely. 


sexual  world  today. 

The  author’s  insistence  on  characters  as  antipodes  is 
felt  even  in  the  two  central  characters:  Tim  is  guru,  Phil¬ 
lip  disciple.  Tim  does  nothing  wrong,  unless  his  posses¬ 
siveness  is  seen  as  a  fault  (which  the  author  certainly 
doesn’t  see  it  as).  Phillip  stumbles  into  a  very  conven¬ 
tional  adulthood  under  Tim’s  tutelage,  but  only  learns 
to  act  upon  his  sexuality  by  skirting  it  in  public.  This 
may  have  been  the  only  way  to  survive  in  1950.  That  it 
takes  its  toll  on  the  practitioner  of  deception  does  not 
occur  to  James  Barr.  There  is  also  something  unhealthy 
in  the  sexuality  being  peddled  here.  Tim  is  constantly  at 
pains  to  insist  that  education  is  the  prime  mover  in  the 
attraction  between  Phillip  and  him.  For  him  sex  is  a 
bonus,  for  Phillip  an  onus.  Phillip  is  not  a  child;  he  is,  in 
fact,  23.  And  Tim  is  only  ten  years  older.  When  Phillip 
wonders  why  Tim  treats  him  like  a  child,  Tim  replies 
that  it  amuses  him  to  do  so.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Higgins  in  Tim.  He  bandies  about  ideas  almost  as 
enticements.  He  never  fully  emerges  as  flesh  and  blood 
because  when  he  speaks  it  is  in  the  language  of  teacher 
rather  than  lover. 

Phillip,  in  his  cockiness  and  perverse  stubborness, 
sometimes  breaks  through  the  language  that  is  put  in  his 
mouth.  When  this  happens,  I  begin  to  suspect  that 
James  Barr  has  felt  a  lot  of  pain  growing  up  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  in  a  heterosexual  world.  I  was  encouraged  as  early 
as  the  end  of  Chapter  1  when  he  showed  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  often  contradictory  impulses  of  the  melan¬ 
cholic  temperament.  He  tells  us  that  boredom  is  behind 
Phillip’s  insubordination  aboard  ship,  and  then  he  has 
Phillip  try  to  convice  us  in  the  following  chapters  that  it 
was  his  desire  for  perfection,  his  intolerance  of  incompe¬ 
tence  and  the  laziness  of  his  superiors  that  prompted  his 
rather  laborious  rebellion.  Truth  is  behind  both  of  these 
revelations.  It  is  the  interplay  of  narrative  intelligence 
and  a  character’s  self-knowledge  which  brings  richness  to 
a  novel.  It  is  in  this  overlap,  this  grey  shadowy  world, 
where  fictions  exist. 

James  Barr  chose  black  and  white.  The  content  of 
Quatrefoil  was  fabricated  in  the  author’s  mind,  the  tech¬ 
nique  grew  out  of  the  classroom.  The  pain  was  not  given 
a  human  voice,  the  narrative  intelligence  that  was  prom¬ 
ised  fizzles  out. 

We  should  keep  in  mind  that  in  the  fifties  there  were 
limitations  placed  on  a  gay  writer  from  without  as  well  as 
those  imposed  by  the  artist  himself.  This  double  censor¬ 
ship  working  on  a  vital  manuscript  might  drain  life  from 
characters  and  spirit  from  language.  To  what  extent  was 
there  a  publishable  language  available  to  James  Barr 
with  which  to  describe  a  very  private  homosexual  world? 

Taking  all  of  this  into  account,  I  still  cannot  say 
Quatrefoil  is  a  good  novel.  I  suspect  that  it  was  devoured 
by  male  homosexuals  when  it  was  published  in  1950  —  a 
friend  told  me  that  he  cut  his  teeth  on  it.  Suicide  is  con¬ 
sidered,  but  not  perpetrated;  one  of  the  lover’s  dies  in  a 
plane  crash,but  this  is  more  deus  ex  machina  thanmoral 
retribution.  For  this  we  could  be  grateful  as  homosexuals 
in  1950. 

Unfortunately,  we  learn  as  much,  if  not  more,  from 
bad  writing  as  we  do  from  good  novels.  In  1982  the  poli¬ 
tical  necessity  of  such  a  book  is  obviated  by  the  compara¬ 
tive  freedom  many  of  us  enjoy.  I’m  afraid  Phillip  and 
Tim  are  dated.  With  nothing  else  in  the  novel  but  their 
very  limited  potential  as  positive  gay  role  models,  the 
republication  of  Quatrefoil  is  questionable,  even  whim¬ 
sical.  It  is  very  important  to  know  that  it  was  once  pub¬ 
lished,  and  to  be  aware  of  what  it  has  to  tell  us  about 
being  gay  in  this  country  in  the  fifties.  (Roger  Austen 
gives  us  this  information  in  his  important  survey,  Play¬ 
ing  the  Game.)  We  have  traveled  a  great  distance  in 
thirty  years  —  which  is  not  to  say  that  we  couldn’t  go 
backward  just  as  quickly.  It  is  disappointing  that  James 
Barr’s  vision  was  not  powerful  enough  to  travel  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  reach  us. 


But  Kuras’  women  are  solidly  ground  in  the  world  ol 
today,  replete  with  the  small  but  significant  details  of 
our  oppression  to  technological  madness.  “Home¬ 
coming”  provides  paired  impressions  of  going  to  the 
airport  to  pick  up  a  lover: 

You  return  on  a  dusk  flight,  prior  to  a  night 
that  promises  to  be  heavy  w/  stars 


I  pass  thru  their  scanning  arch 
—  unblipped  —  I  walkt  to  the 
appropriate  gate  &  sit  in  an 
orange  plastic  chair. 

I  watch  silver  planes  plop 
perfectly  to  ground  &  slide  along 
runways. 

It  does  not  matter  to  me  that  it  will 
take  a  machine  in  the  form  of 
a  cock  w/ wings  to  return  you  to  me. 

In  this  era  of  questioning  who  we  are,  what  the 
myriad  of  forms  lesbianism  might  take,  The  Pinball 
Player ,  offers  some  rare  insights.  The  more  terse  her 
poetry,  the  more  vivid  the  image  of  lesbians,  raw,  un- 
politically  corrected  and  vibrating  with  a  desire  for 
women  against  all  the  constraints  devised  by  our  indi¬ 
vidual  and  collective  selves.  Kuras  sometimes  leaves  too 
much  in  her  poems,  softening  the  punch  with  an  extra 
word  or  phrase.  But  I  keep  going  back  to  book,  to  re¬ 
experience  the  images  she  has  created.  This  poetry  is 
not  about ,  our  struggles,  it  is  our  struggles. 
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not  bring  herself  to  conform  to  these  artistic  suggestions. 
As  time  went  on  she  became  more  and  more  dependent 
upon  his  attentions  and  approvals.  He,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  always  backing  away,  making  excuses,  and 
attempting  to  get  more  out  of  her  than  he  was  willing  to 
give  back.  To  be  fair  to  him,  he  was  beset  with  deep  fits 
of  melancholy  and  madness  that  made  it  difficult  for 
him  to  relate  to  anyone  at  times.  Looking  over  their 
correspondence  it  becomes  clear  that  Greenaway,  after  a 
time,  accepted  the  non-love  relationship  and  took  on 
the  role  of  a  mother.  Their  letters  take  on  the  tone  of 
baby  talk;  more  stickly  and  gooey  than  Greenaway’s  lit¬ 
tle  girls:  “My  Dear,  My  Dear  Dinie  —  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  your  sad  news  and  sorry  too,  for  the  shock  to  you, 
just  now  —  when  you  are  not  well  —  it  is  very  sad  .  .  . 
I’m  very  sorry  for  all  of  you  —  .  .  .Yes,  Dinie  —  I’ll  be 
very  good  —  I  don’t  think  I’ve  been  —  naughty  —  have 
I?” 


Even  though  Kate  was  hardly  Ruskin’s  “type”  —  she 
was  short,  somewhat  on  the  heavy  side,  darkish  and  on 
the  depressive  rather  than  jubilant  side  —  it  seems  as 
though  he  would  have  trouble  relating  to  any  woman  on 
an  equal  basis.  Although  the  relationship  became  very 
painful  for  Kate  at  times  —  he  had  a  tendency  to  be 
quite  nasty  and  vicious  to  her  when  he  did  not  get  his 
way  —  she  continued  to  feed  his  needs  for  mothering 
and  little  girls. 

All  of  this  is  presented  very  well  in  the  Rodney  Engen 
biography.  He  has  a  fine  sense  of  the  inner  life  of  a  self- 
named  social  misfit,  and  although  he  doesn’t  go  as  far  as 
he  might  in  deliniating  the  Ruskin  / Greenaway  relation¬ 
ship  the  bare  bones  he  presents  are  evocative  and  strik¬ 
ing.  The  only  other  biography  of  Greenaway  was  written 
in  ‘905  by  M.H.  Spielmann  &  G.S.  Layard  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Greenaway  family.  It  is  not  very  good  — 
mainly  a  tribute  to  Kate  filled  with  color  plates  and  lots 
of  letters  with  some  connective  prose  to  piece  the  life 
together.  Engen  relies  heavily  upon  the  Spielmann  for 
source  material  and  photographs  but  is  able  to  transform 
the  raw  material  into  a  suitable,  psychological  narrative. 
It  is  surprising  then  that  when  he  obviously  stumbles  on 
a  terribly  important  detail  he  totally  avoids  it.  (Actually 
it’s  not  all  that  surprising.) 

In  the  midst  of  her  depression  about  Ruskin,  Kate 


met  Violet  Dickinson  and  they  became  fast  friends  and 
confidants.  Dickinson  is  best  known  today  for  her  later 
relationshp  with  Virginia  Woolf.  Although  Violet  was 
twenty  years  Kate’s  junior  she  was  more  experienced  in 
worldly  and  social  matters  and  was  able  to  help  Kate 
leave  the  dismal  world  of  her  everyday  life  and  move 
into  a  more  social  world.  It  is  amazing  to  read  the  letters 
Kate  would  send  her.  The  scolding,  pleading  mommy 
tone  of  the  Ruskin  letters  is  gone  and  Kate  is  now  writing 
to  an  equal  human  being.  The  letters  are  long  and  affec¬ 
tionate,  and  she  addressed  to  “my  Violet.  ”  Kate’s  reserve 
is  breaking  down:  “I  am  such  a  reserved  person.  You  tell 
everything  to  everyone  and  I  can’t.  There’s  numbers  of 
things  I  often  long  to  say  to  you  but  I  do  not  dare  —  and 
yet  you  are  the  one  person  in  the  world  I’d  like  to  talk 
about  them  with.” 

Violet  also  encouraged  Kate  to  change  her  way  of 
dressing  which  for  years  had  consisted  of  dowdy  black 
dresses.  She  began  wearing  colorful  dresses  and  fea¬ 
thered  hats  which,  if  not  totally  fashionable  did  indicate 
a  change  in  attitude.  For  once  Kate  seemed  to  be  coming 
out  of  her  dark  solitary  shell  and  entering  that  magical 
land  that  she  put  upon  paper  —  where  all  the  females 
were  happy  and  contented. 

The  relationship  between  Kate  and  Violet  was  very 
strong  for  more  than  four  years  and  although  they 
always  remained  friends,  and  continued  to  write  to  one 
another,  they  did  see  less  of  one  another.  (It  is  never 
stated  that  they  had  a  falling  out  over  the  issue  of 
woman’s  suffrage  but  Kate  was  quite  adamant  that 
women  should  not  vote  because  “they  would  follow 
their  feeling  too  much  .  .  ‘Tor  I  feel  we  can  only 
hope  to  do  —  what  men  can  do.  It  is  sad  but  I  fear  it  is 
so.  They  have  more  ability.”) 

Engen  mentions  the  fact  that  Violet  may  have  been  a 
1  esbian  but  does  not  venture  into  any  speculation  about 
Kate.  She  dies  six  years  after  meeting  Violet  and  for  at 
least  four  of  those  had  a  relationship  with  her.  The 
Spielmann  biography  reproduces  copious  letters  from 
Kate  to  Violet  of  which  Engen  only  takes  a  few.  I  suspect 
that  if  he  had  printed  more  the  nature  of  the  relation¬ 
ship  would  have  been  all  too  evident  to  the  modern 
reader.  (The  revealing  letters  were  innocuous  in  the  '905 
edition  because  everyone  knows  that  Queen  Victoria  did 


not  admit  to  the  existence  of  lesbians  to  Violet  and  Kate 
were  just  good  friends.) 

The  Engen  biography  is  adequate  but  it  both  avoids 
the  lesbian  implications  in  Greenaway’s  life,  and  fails  to 
bring  us  an  understanding  of  the  relationship  of  the 
woman  to  her  work.  He  admits  that  it  is  ironic  that  a 
short,  dumpy  woman,  afraid  of  growing  old  and  dying 
should  have  to  make  a  living  drawing  young,  pretty, 
lithe  (albeit  clothed)  girls.  (Alison  Lurie  in  her  review  of 
the  Engen  book  attempts  to  give  some  notion  of  this  re¬ 
lationship  but  focuses  mostly  on  Ruskin:  The  New  York 
Review  of  Books  3/18/82.)  In  a  culture  that  rigorously 
maintained  heterosexual  relationships  and  stereotypes, 
Kate  had  little  chance  of  being  very  happy.  A  strong 
minded  and  willed  woman,  she  managed  to  support 
herself  and  make  her  name  known  by  drawing  those  lit¬ 
tle  figures  who  were  everything  that  she  was  not.  For 
years  she  kept  her  emotions  tethered  to  maintain  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Ruskin,  all  the  while  buying  into  the  social 
conventions  that  were  keeping  her  down.  (It  is  no  won¬ 
der  that  her  political  convictions  were  also  so  conserva¬ 
tive.)  The  Greenaway  look  was,  in  some  regards  a  subli¬ 
mation  and  transformation  of  Kate  herself.  It  was  not 
only  the  undercurrent  of  sexuality  but  the  happy,  peace¬ 
ful  settings  that  her  figures  resided  in  that  represented 
the  world  that  Kate  did  not  have:  a  world  of  grace  and 
charm,  of  simple  emotions,  of  uncomplicated  social  sit¬ 
uations.  Hers  was  a  life  smitten  with  the  cultural  blight 
of  the  times.  It  is  unfortunate  that  she  bought  into  and 
helped  to  continue  the  very  source  of  what  was  making 
her  so  unhappy.  Reading  Greenaway’s  life  is  depressing 
and  you  are  as  thankful  that  Violet  Dickinson  came 
along  as  I’m  sure  Greenaway  was. 

The  Engen  biography  is  not  the  best  in  the  world  but 
it  is  better  than  nothing.  (The  Spielmann  volumn  is 
almost  completely  unavailable;  I  could  find  only  one 
copy  in  all  of  Boston.)  It  is  lavishly  illustrated  with  both 
black  and  white  and  color  plates  and  printed  on  fine, 
thick  paper.  When  you  first  begin  reading  it  the  inno¬ 
cent  pictures  are  depressing  because  they  are  such  a  con¬ 
trast  to  the  life.  But  after  reading  about  Violet  it 
becomes  possible  to  see  them  in  a  different  light:  they 
become  the  projections  of  her  new  life  with  Violet.  Not, 
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perhaps,  what  the  world  (and  Ruskin)  told  her  she 
should  be  and  what  she  could  never  measure  up  to;  but 
rather  a  happy  portrait  of  what  she  could  allow  herself  to 
be. 

was  impressed  by  Christina  —  but  what  non¬ 
sense  these  lives  of  her  are!”  wrote  Virginia 
Woolf  to  Lady  Ottoline  Morrell  in  December, 
1930.  She  was  writing  her  own  appreciation  on  the  poet 
(it  would  later,  appear  in  The  Second  Common  Reader) 
and  had  just  reviewed  the  existing  biographies  of  Chris¬ 
tina  Rossetti.  Unfortunately,  if  Woolf  were  living  today 
she  would  not  have  a  very  different  opinion.  While 
some  women  writers  sink  beneath  the  surface  of  culture 
never  to  emerge  again, Christina  Rossetti  has  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  be  resurrected  on  the  average  of  every  fifteen 
years;  each  time  as  badly  as  before. 

Christina  Rossetti  by  Georgina  Battiscombe  is  no 
worse,  and  most  certainly  no  better  than  the  other  two 
major  biographies  since  1949.  Rossetti,  like  Emily  Dick¬ 
inson,  is  difficult  to  write  about  because  so  much  of  her 
life  must  be  filled  with  conjecture  and  speculation. 
While  her  brother  Dante  Gabriel  remained  in  the  lime¬ 
light  most  of  his  life.  Christina  preferred  the  life  of  a 
semi-recluse.  Born  into  an  Italian /Anglo  family  she 
seemed  to  inherit  both  the  passion  and  the  reserve  asso¬ 
ciated  with  those  cultures.  She  lived  most  of  her  life  in 
the  family  house  and  died  of  cancer  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four.  A  great  deal  of  her  life  was  spent  fighting  ill 
health  and  watching  a  series  of  misfortunes  (both  physi¬ 
cal  and  psychological)  attach  themselves  to  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  family.  She  turned  to  religion  —  and  a  par¬ 
ticularly  harsh,  violent  one  at  that  —  in  her  youth  for 
comfort  and  clung  to  it  throughout  her  life.  Much  of 
her  poetry  is  of  a  religious  nature  and  this  fact  usually 
used  to  forestall  any  further  investigation  into  her  life. 
(After  all  the  deeply  religious  —  and  some  of  the  biog¬ 
raphers  go  as  far  as  to  call  her  a  saint  —  have  their  only 
real  relationship  with  God.) 

Part  of  the  problem  with  the  Rossetti  biographies  is 
that  the  first  written  material  to  be  published  after  her 
death  was  a  Memoir  written  by  her  brother  William 
Michael.  As  with  all  family  memorials  (the  one  written 
about  Saki  by  his  sister  is  another  fine  example),  you 


learn  only  what  they  want  you  to  know  and  everything 
that  might  be  important  or  embarrasing  is  immediately 
removed,  thus  setting  the  tone  for  future  works.  Like 
Dickinson,  she  had  vague  suiters  in  her  life.  She  was 
engaged  to  James  Collinson  when  she  was  seventeen. 
He  had  convened  back  to  Anglicanism  from  Roman 
Catholicism  for  her  (strong  religious  convictions  would 
allow  her  to  marry  only  an  Anglican)  but  then  changed 
his  mind  again  and  she  dropped  him.  When  she  was 
thirty-six  Charles  Cayley  proposed  to  her  but  again  on 
religious  reasons  she  refused  him.  In  his  Memoir ,  Wil¬ 
liam  refers  to  the  “deeper  internal  currents”  of  his 
sister’s  life  and  the  wellspring  of  her  poetry.  Some  biog¬ 
raphers  have  discovered  a  secret  lover  —  usually  pin¬ 
pointed  as  William  Bell  Scott,  a  married  friend  of  the 
family  (and  of  course  there  was  no  question  of  marriage 
here)  —  who  caused  great  unhappiness  and  turned 
Christina  deeper  into  her  private  world  and  to  the  com¬ 
fort  of  religion.  (Of  course  we’ve  seen  this  “secret  lover” 
routine  before.  Emily  Dickinson  seemed  to  have  “secret 
lovers”  all  over  New  England  until  feminist  scholarship 
revealed  that  it  was  her  next  door  neighbor  and  sister- 
in-law  that  she  was  in  love  with.)  Because  most  people 
cannot  imagine  a  non-heterosexual  world  —  the  life  of 
a  woman  with  no  men  must  be  explained  somehow.  Of 
course,  since  they  have  very  little  to  go  on,  all  of  the 
biographers  rely  upon  interpreting  the  poems  to  back 
up  their  assurnDtionsi 

From  1860  to  1870,  Christina  worked  at  the  House  of 
Charity  at  Highgate,  a  penitentiary  run  by  Anglican 
nuns:  a  home  for  prostitutes,  unwed  mothers,  and  fallen 
women.  During  this  period  she  wrote  many  poems  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  plight  of  women  in  compromised  circum¬ 
stances.  Critics  have  been  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  depth 
of  feeling  in  these  poems  —  some  claim  that  she  had  an 
overactive  imagination  that  could  ferment  feelings  for 
situations  she  had  never  experienced;  others  claim  that 
her  “guilty”  love  of  Scott  were  the  base  of  them.  But  if 
we  accept  the  fact  that  Christina  may  have  recognized 
her  attraction  to  other  women  (and  could  not  bring  her¬ 
self  to  act  upon  it)  both  her  placing  herself  in  an  all 
female  environment  (the  House)  and  the  poems  make 
sense: 


Go  from  me,  summer  friends,  and  tarry  not: 

I  am  no  summer  friend  but  wintry  cold; 

A  silly  sheep  benighted  fro  the  fold, 

A  sluggard  with  a  thorn -chocked  garden  plot. 

Take  counsel,  sever  from  my  lot  your  lot 

Dwell  in  your  pleasant  places,  hoard  your  gold; 
Lest  you  with  me  should  shiver  on  the  wold, 
Athirst  and  hungering  on  a  barren  spot. 

For  I  have  hedged  with  me  a  thorny  hedge, 

I  live  along,  I  look  to  die  alone. 

But  vague  analogies  between  life  and  art  are  always  mis¬ 
fires  and  generally  prove  nothing.  But  a  look  at  Chris¬ 
tina’s  major  poem,  Goblin  Market ,  will  convince  all  but 
the  die  hard,  that  there  is  real  homoerotic,  lesbian  feel¬ 
ing  here. 

Goblin  Market  is  a  narrative  poem  telling  the  tale  of 
two  sisters  —  Lizzie  and  Laura  —  who  are  tempted  by 
the  fruit  sold  by  the  evil  ratlike  goblin  men.  Laura  is  not 
convinced  by  her  sister  that  the  fruit  is  evil  and  clips  off  a 
lock  of  her  hair  to  buy  the  fruit:  ‘Then  sucked  their  fruit 
globes  fair  or  red:  /  Sweeter  than  honey  from  the  rock,  / 
Stronger  than  man-rejoicing  wine,  /  Clearer  than  water 
flowed  that  juice;  J  She  never  tasted  such  before,  /  How 
should  it  cloy  from  length  of  use?  /  She  sucked  and 
sucked  and  sucked  the  more  ...” 

But  it  turns  out  you  can  only  eat  the  fruit  once  and 
then  begin  to  slowly  wither  and  die.  Lizzie  decides  to 
save  her  sister  and  goes  to  see  the  goblin  men.  They  try 
to  force  her  to  eat  the  fruit  but  she  refuses.  They  smear  it 
all  over  her  body  and  she  runs  back  home  to  free  her  sis¬ 
ter  from  the  Goblin  spell: 

She  cried,  ‘Laura”,  up  the  garden, 

‘Did  you  miss  me? 

Come  and  kiss  me. 

Never  mind  my  bruises, 

Hug  me,  kiss  me,  suck  my  juices 
Squeezed  from  goblin  fruits  for  you, 

Goblin  pulp  and  goblin  dew. 

Eat  me,  drink  me,  love  me; 

Laura,  make  much  of  me: 

For  your  sake  I  have  braved  the  glen 
And  had  to  do  with  goblin  merchant  men.” 
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The  scheme  works  and  Laura  is  cured  and  both  sisters 
live  happily  ever  after. 

Most  of  the  early  critics  described  the  poem  as  reli¬ 
gious:  Eve  and  the  apple  and  the  redemption.  Later 
commentators  interpreted  it  as  the  fear  of  losing  one  vir¬ 
ginity  (you  can  do  it  only  once).  Incredibly  almost  no 
one  —  critics  that  is  —  has  ever  discussed  the  poem  as 
being  about  lesbianism  and  naturing,  sustaining,  (and 
sexual)  relationships  between  women.  While  earlier 
commentators  had  Freud  to  help  them  make  a  more  sex¬ 
ual  analysis  of  the  poem,  Battiscombe  (who  wrote  her 
book  in  1981)  has  had  feminism  and  the  gay  movement 
to  give  social  background  and  support  to  more  radical 
ideas:  she  has  not  taken  them. 

Like  the  life  of  Kate  Greenaway,  Rossetti’s  life  is  de¬ 
pressing  to  read.  The  religion  that  was  such  a  comfort  to 
her  seems  to  have  caused  at  least  as  much  pain  as  any¬ 
thing  else  in  her  life.  In  writing  to  Violet  Dickinson  in 
December,  1906,  Virginia  Woolf  wrote:  “Christina  Ros¬ 
setti  positively  liked  being  ill  she  said;  it  reminded  her  of 
her  narrow  bed,  and  of  the  chance  of  hell  fire,  and  the 
probability  of  eternal  torment.  And  to  a  Christian  this  is 
about  the  most  cheerful  thought  in  the  world.”  (Don’t 
get  the  impression  that  Woolf  didn’t  like  Rossetti,  in  an 
earlier  letter  to  V.D.  she  wrote:  ‘Do  you  know  she  was 
about  as  good  as  poetesses  are  made,  since  Sappho 
jumped.”  She  feared,  however,  that  religion  was  Ros¬ 
setti’s  downfall:  “But  if  I  were  bringing  a  case  against 
God,  she  is  one  of  the  first  witnesses  I  should  call.”) 

If  Kate  Greenaway  was  imprisoned  in  the  Victorian 
conventions  of  sociability,  gender  restrictions,  and  sex¬ 
ual  desirability,  Christina  Rossetti  opted  to  avoid  the 
same  imprisonment  by  removing  herself  from  life.  In 
her  own  well  of  loneliness  she  hid  her  sexuality  and  tried 
to  rescue  herself  with  religion.  Goblin  Market  is  so 
amazing  because  within  the  limited  framework  she  set 
for  herself  she  managed  to  reveal  so  much.  The  young 
girl  —  the  Victorian  symbol  of  sexlessness,  purity  and 
innocence  —  that  Kate  Greenaway  exhaulted  was  also 
used  by  Rossetti.  But  Rossetti  left  less  to  the  imagina¬ 
tion:  Laura  and  Lizzie  are  beset  with  specific  sexual 
fears,  desires,  and  longings.  Rossetti  takes  the  soft-core 
icon  and  moves  it  closer  to  the  hard-core  realism.  Her 
sexual  feelings  for  women  allowed  her  to  save  Laura 
from  the  clear  threat  of  male  sexuality,  and  bring  her 
back  again  into  the  arms  of  her  loving  sister.  (In  the 
usual,  hard-core  porn  the  woman  gets  fucked  and  learns 
to  like  it:  in  this  “lesbian  porn ’’she  hates  it  and  is  saved.) 

Both  Greenaway  and  Rossetti  are  women  whose  sexu¬ 
ality  and  view  of  life  influenced  their  work.  Both  were 
products  of  their  times  and  both  envisioned  worlds  that 
allowed  them  to  express  their  sexuality,  their  feelings 
towards  women,  and  their  responses  to  the  culture 
around  them.  It  is  too  bad  that  neither  have  had  biog¬ 
raphies  that  do  them  —  and  their  work  —  justice.  But 
better  to  have  survived  this  far  than  be  lost  completely. 
As  it  is  we  have  their  writing  and  drawings  to  show  us 
their  lives,  and  give  us  some  understanding  into  them, 
and  our  selves. 

(Thanks  to  Walta  Borawski  for  the  extensive  Virginia 
Woolf  research.) 
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The  Enemy  Continued  from  page  4 

The  authors  emphasize  the  role  of  Northern  politi¬ 
cians  in  the  events  that  would  create  an  environment  for 
the  continual  re-emergence  of  the  Klan.  Whites  in  the 
north  were  more  interested  in  national  unity  than  in 
meaningful  resolution  of  racial  division  and  inequali¬ 
ties.  Businessmen  wanted  the  return  of  secure  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  South, and  eventually,  the  Republicans 
made  a  deal  with  Southern  Democrats  —  U.S.  troops 
would  be  withdrawn  from  the  South  in  exchange  for 
support  of  Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  Courts  systematically 
ruled  against  most  of  the  provisions  of  Reconstruction, 
which  mandated  black  involvement  in  government  and 
provided  material  restitution  for  their  years  of  enslave¬ 
ment.  The  next  half  century  was  marked  by  an  un¬ 
checked  “separate  but  equal”  doctrine  and  Jim  Crow 
laws. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  Klan  was  directly  linked 
with  the  economic  shifts  caused  by  World  War  I.  The 
rise  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the  U.S.,  women’s  suf¬ 
frage,  and  the  tremendous  influx  of  Catholic  and  Jewish 
immigrants  created  new  fronts  for  the  Klan’s  attack. 
This  was  the  era  when  the  Klan  organized  with  the  slo¬ 
gan  “  100  percent  Americanism”  —  “Americans”  being 
defined  as  white  Protestants  of  Northern  European 
descent.  Klan  terrorism  rose  and  Klan  members  won 
local,  state  and  federal  offices.  Once  immigration  laws 
were  tightened  and  unions  in  the  South  were  smashed, 
in  the  mid-thirties,  the  Klan  began  to  decline.  A  general 
economic  prosperity  made  it  less  attractive  for  poor 


whites  to  join.  The  Klan’s  own  reputation  of  lawlessness, 
corruption  and  contradiction  caused  a  general  fall  from 
grace  with  even  the  more  bigoted  members  of  society. 
From  the  ’30s  to  the  ’30s,  the  Klan  concentrated  its  ef¬ 
forts  on  the  perceived  threat  of  Communism. 

During  World  War  II,  blacks  served  in  the  military 
and  moved  to  urban  areas  to  become  crucial  workers  in 
the  massive  industrial  buildup.  After  their  contribution 
to  the  war,  they  wanted  racial  justice,  but  whites  return¬ 
ing  from  the  war  wanted  their  old  jobs  back.  Racial  ten¬ 
sions  ran  high.  The  Klan  began  to  rise,  again  backed  by 
civic,  business,  and  religious  leaders,  and  the  police  and 
FBI. 

After  a  lull  in  membership  in  the  mid- ’70s,  Klan 
membership  is  up  today.  This  time,  the  Klan  has  tar¬ 
geted  youth.  They  have  leafletted  schools  to  promote 
their  “survival  camp,”  where  young  people  are  taught  to 
use  handguns,  strangle,  and  decapitate  people.  They 
have  even  recruited  on  Armed  Forces  bases  where  racial 
tension  among  young  enlistees  runs  high. 

The  curriculum  aims  to  help  young  people  under¬ 
stand  what  the  Klan  really  stands  for  and  whose  interests 
it  serves.  There  are  newspaper  accounts  of  Klan  violence 
around  the  country  from  the  last  year.  Historical  docu¬ 
ments  and  testimonials  are  also  provided.  An  interesting 
and  compelling  excerpt  about  an  ex-Klan  member  pro¬ 
vides  insight  into  why  people  are  attracted  to  the  Klan. 
And  finally,  there  is  a  section  on  myth  vs.  reality  and  the 
process  of  scapegoating,  which  helps  students  learn  to 


sort  out  the  reality  in  what  they  read  and  understand 
how  facts  are  manipulated  to  blame  groups  of  people  for 
institutional  problems. 

Violence  does  an  excellent  job  of  showing  how  Klan 
racism  has  spread  to  include  other  groups  of  people.  It 
docs  not  directly  deal  with  lesbian  and  gay  men,  but 
provides  a  foundation  (including  glossary  entries  for 
“gay”  and  “lesbian”)  and  suggestions  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  promotional  material  that,  hopefully,  many  teachers 
will  follow  through  on.  It  solidly  places  bigotry  and 
oppression  in  the  realm  of  social  responsibility  and  de¬ 
fines  them  as  structural  —  rather  than  individual  — 
problems.  The  book  leaves  the  reader  with  a  critical 
understanding  that  racial  violence  and  prejudice  serve 
the  needs  of  the  wealthy  establishment,  and  that,  while 
individuals  perpetrate  that  violence,  society  must 
change  before  there  will  be  any  comprehensive  changes. 

Very  few  school  systems  have  accepted  Violence,  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the  Struggle  for  Equality  as  part  of 
their  curriculum.  That  is  not  surprising.  It  took  a  great 
deal  of  effort  to  create  this  curriculum,  and  it  will  be  a 
great  struggle  to  persuade  schools  to  teach  it.  But  the 
fact  that  it  exists,  and  can  be  used  by  any  of  us,  is  a  tre¬ 
mendous  step  in  the  right  direction.  As  white  people 
come  to  grips  with  their  own,  and  society’s  racism,  we  all 
need  all  of  the  information  that  we  can  get.  And  as  the 
right  wing  cries  “protect  the  family’’  we  need  constantly 
to  be  reminded  of  exactly  what  lies  they  are  telling  inside 
the  hallowed  walls  of  their  homes. 
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During  her  captivity,  Rieth- 
miller  was  harangued  non-stop 
about  lesbianism  and  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  Thieman,  then  locked  in 
a  room  alone  with  Roe  each  night 
where,  she  maintains,  he  raped 
her.  She  told  the  jury  she  did  not 
resist  because  she  knew  she  could 
not  escape  her  captors.  She  also 
said  she  was  dazed  and  that  she 
would  have  jumped  out  a  window 
if  her  captors  had  instructed  her  to 
do  so. 

Marita  Riethmiller  testified  that 
she  did  not  know  her  daughter 
was  “engaging  in  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with”  Roe,  that  she 
thought  Roe  was  “a  nice  Catholic 
boy”  and  that  he  and  her 
daughter  were  falling  in  love.  She 
said  she  saw  them  holding  hands 
during  the  day. 

Stephanie  Riethmiller  told  the 
court  that,  while  at  the  “depro¬ 
gramming”  house  in  Alabama, 
she  overheard  her  mother  talking 
with  other  kidnappers  about 
whether  Stephanie  Riethmiller 
should  be  using  birth  control.  She 
also  said  that,  at  her  parents’ 
home  in  the  wealthy  suburb  of  In¬ 
dian  Hill,  she  witnessed  a 
conversation  between  her  parents 
in  which  her  father  objected  to  the 
rapes  and  her  mother  reassured 
him  that,  in  Stephanie  Rieth- 
miller’s  words,  “Anything  was 
better  than  what  1  was  doing.” 

Asked  what  she  wore  to  bed 
during  captivity,  Riethmiller 
replied  that  she  wore  an  old  shirt 
of  her  father’s.  Her  mother,  how¬ 
ever,  said  she  had  given  Stephanie 
Riethmiller  a  halter  top  and  bikini 
underwear  to  wear.  At  that,  the 
defense  attorney  for  Roe  told 
jurors  that  his  client  would  have 
to  be  “a  pretty  strong  man”  to 
control  himself  at  the  sight  of 
Riethmiller.  That  comment  was 
left  in  the  court  record,  according 
to  Ramstetter. 

Leis  began  his  closing  remarks 
to  the  jury  by  saying,  “I’m  not  go¬ 
ing  to  say  that  I  approve  of  their 
sexual  preference,  and  I’m  sure 
that  you  wouldn’t  either.”  He 


then  went  on  to  say  that  never¬ 
theless  the  three  defendants 
should  not  have  taken  Rieth- 
miller’s  rights  away. 

He  also  assured  the  jury  that 
Marita  and  William  Riethmiller 
had  acted  only  out  of  love  for 
their  daughter. 

The  disrespect  with  which  he 
treated  Thieman  on  the  stand 
prompted  her  to  exclaim  at  one 
point,  “I’m  a  victim  here  and  I’m 
being  treated  with  less  respect 
than  the  defendants.”  Her  out¬ 
burst  was  struck  from  the  record. 

Leis  also  offered  his  definition 
of  a  “dyke”  to  the  courtroom: 
“For  those  of  you  who  do  not 
know,  a  dyke  is  the  person  who 
plays  the  male  role  in  a  lisbian  (sic) 
relationship.” 

Thieman,  who  works  a  con¬ 
struction  job  and  wears  work 
boots  and  other  clothes  suited  to 
her  job,  was  grilled  about  why  she 
wears  this  clothing. 

Ramstetter  reported,  “The  way 
Leis  and  others  portrayed  Patty 
Thieman  and  her  ‘control’  over 
Riethmiller,  you  expected  God¬ 
zilla  to  walk  into  the  courtroom. 
Thieman  is  about  five  feet  tall  and 
rather  petite.” 

Ramstetter  said  she  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  trial’s  outcome 
will  give  license  to  “anyone  who 
suspects  someone  is  a  lesbian  or  to 
grab  her  and  do  whatever  they 
want.” 

She  continued,  “The  state  is  us¬ 
ing  families  as  monitors:  parents 
will  do  the  state’s  job  of  eli¬ 
minating  unacceptable  behavior 
by  launching  deprogramming; 
schemes  —  breaking  the  law  with 
impunity.” 

The  Lesbian  Activist  Bureau 
staged  a  demonstration  outside 
the  Riethmiller’s  residence  on  the 
day  the  verdicts  were  handed 
down  and  they  are  distributing  a 
press  release  to  protest  the  trial’s 
outcome. 

Leis  said  he  will  re-try  the  case 
and  expects  it  will  be  back  in  court 
in  the  fall. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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At  last,  GCN  supplies  the  answer  to  the 
ever-present  problem  of  what  to  wear  to 
marches,  demonstrations,  support 
groups,  etc.  Introducing  the  GCN  Tee 
Shirt,  more  than  a  statement  in  style,  it's 
a  statement  in  politics.  Order  yours  to¬ 
day  and  let  the  crowd  at  the  bar  know 
you  also  have  a  mind! 

Regular  Tee  Shirt  {S,M,L):  red,  tur¬ 
quoise,  orange,  purple,  blue.  $6.00 
Tank  Top  (S,M):  pink,  turquoise, 
magenta  $5.00 

French  Cut  (M,L):  black  and  navy. 
$7.00 

Baseball  Tee  Shirts  (S,M,L):  white 
with  navy,  red,  or  green  sleeves. 
$8.00 

More  sizes  and  colors  in  June. 

Send  check  and  your  first,  second 
and  third  choice  of  style  and  color 

t0:  GCN  Tee  Shirt 

22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  M A  02108 
Or  Just  drop  by  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6 


Holy  Daze 


By  Shepherd  Bliss 

Ever  wonder  where  to  go  on 
Easter  or  Passover  and  still  be 
yourself,  even  celebrate  your  sex¬ 
uality?  The  Choral  Majority  and 
the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence 
provided  the  answer  for  San  Fran¬ 
ciscans:  Holy  Daze. 

An  Episcopal  Church  and  a  cul¬ 
tural  center  provided  the  settings 
for  four  mid-April  evenings  of  a 
special  “Easter/Passover/Pagan 
Spring  Concert  and  Ritual  Cele¬ 
bration”  —  contemporary  fun 
and  respectful  traditions.  Chris¬ 
tian  hymns  were  present,  though 
with  words  significantly  trans¬ 
formed  by  the  choralists  — 
“Amazing  Grace’’  became 
“Amazing  Gays.” 

Seder  elements  were  present,  ex¬ 
cept  these  Jews  shared  not  only 
their  oppression  as  Jews  but  also  a 
common  history  of  oppression  as 
gays  and  lesbians.  To  complete  the 
trinity,  pagan/fairy  elements  of 
ritual  were  blended  into  Holy 
Daze. 

Audiences,  which  included  gays 
and  straights,  on  both  sides  of  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  were  left  dazzl¬ 
ed.  Applause  met  the  sisters  and 
choralists  from  the  moment  they 
entered  the  crowded  room,  the 
sisters  clad  in  their  black  habits 
and  the  choralists  in  their  red 
robes. 

A  “sister”  encouraged  the  con¬ 
gregation  “to  join  as  we  dykes  and 
fags  play  with  new  meanings  of 
truth.”  She  called  for  a  “flower¬ 
ing  of  a  new  culture,”  which  in  the 
next  two  hours  emerged  through 
song,  dance,  slides,  poetry,  and  a 


their  version  of  “America,” 
“Alienated  Jews  Are  We,”  and  a 
“tribute”  to  San  Francisco’s 
mayor,  who  lacks  the  openly  pro¬ 
gay  stance  of  the  previous  mayor, 
assassinated  by  a  homophobe. 
Though  the  tunes  clearly  question¬ 
ed  authority  and  traditional  reli¬ 
gious  institutions,  as  one  hymn 
says,  “We  know  there  is  some¬ 
thing  here  we  do  not  want  to 
lose.” 

The  frequency  of  audience  par¬ 
ticipation  and  singing  along  in¬ 
dicated  the  growing  familiarity  in 
the  Bay  Area  with  the  Choral  Ma¬ 
jority’s  work,  available  in  a  hym¬ 
nal  and  on  a  tape.  Among  their  nu¬ 
merous  performances,  the  choral¬ 
ists  recently  sang  their  version  of 
“America”  before  4,000  fans  at  a 
basketball  game.  Their  music  is 
beautifully-blended,  inspiringly- 
presented,  and  politically-power- 
ful.  Audiences  respond  with 
laughter,  squeals,  applause,  si¬ 
lence  and  other  expressions  of  am¬ 
azement,  mirth,  joy,  and  con¬ 
templation. 

The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulg¬ 
ence  and  the  Choral  Majority,  dif¬ 
ferent  yet  related,  complement 
each  other.  The  two  religious/anti¬ 
religious  groups  worked  well  to¬ 
gether.  The  sisters  bring  a  zeal  and 
outrageousness  to  all  their  work/ 
play,  which  has  thrilled  the  Bay 
Area’s  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munities  for  years.  The  all  male 
sisters  and  the  sexually  mixed 
Choral  Majority  combined  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  common  anti-sexist  perspec¬ 
tive. 

As  the  evening  rose  in  intensity. 


from  Seattle  for  the  opening  night 
to  sing  “Burning  Times,”  which  is 
about  the  burning  of  the  witches, 
whose  fires  were  kindled  by  fag¬ 
gots,  “The  pope  declared  the  in¬ 
quisition,/  It  was  war  against  the 
women  whose  powers  they 
feared,/  In  this  holocaust  against 
the  nature  people/  Nine  million 
European  women  died.”  The  eve¬ 
ning’s  poetic  climax  was  reached 
later  in  a  moving  poem  written 
from  a  gay  man’s  suicide  note,  giv¬ 
ing  his  life  in  hopes  that  others 
would  live  free. 

Masterfully  produced  by  choral- 
ist  Leslie  Hassberg  and  skillfully 
directed  by  sister  Fred  Brungard, 
the  evening  had  a  sense  of  beauty 
and  completion  to  it,  as  well  as  a 
Whitmanesque  affirmation  of  the 
human  body.  “Bold  and  feisty  wo¬ 
men”  were  lauded.  In  the  middle 
of  the  fun,  a  health-minded  “sis¬ 
ter”  asked  that  we  rise  from  our 
comfortable  rugs  and  pillows  for  a 
few  moments  of  exercise. 

The  evening  revealed  the  sub¬ 
stantial  political  and  emotional 
strength  of  San  Francisco’s  gay 
and  lesbian  communities,  perhaps 
clearest  in  the  Choral  Majority’s 
version  of  the  favorite  “Were  You 
There?”:  “Were  you  there  when 
they  murdered  Harvey  Milk  .  .  . 
Were  you  there  when  our  fury  fill¬ 
ed  the  night ...”  And  the  group’s 
articulation  of  the  community’s 
pledge  to  deal  with  the  cold-blood¬ 
ed  murder  of  San  Francisco’s 
popular  elected  gay  official, 
“We’ll  be  there  when  they  set  the 
killer  free.” 

Rage  against  killing  in  El  Salva¬ 


Members  of  the  Choral  Majority 


full  concert  of  the  worshipful  arts. 

A  15-page  program,  written 
mainly  by  choralist  Larry  Wisch, 
prepared  the  congregation.  Some 
even  had  their  Choral  Majority 
hymnals.  The  invocation  chant 
was  to  various  goddesses:  Isis, 
Asarte,  Diana,  Hecate,  Demeter, 
Kali,  Inana.  Then  the  Cosmic 
Lady  burst  upon  the  scene  to  wel¬ 
come  us  to  “a  festival  of 
freedom.”  She  added,  “We  per¬ 
verts  are  bold.” 

As  the  Passover  retold  events  of 
the  Jews’  exodus  from  Egypt,  “so 
too  we  are  here  to  commemorate 
our  exodus  from  the  Midwest.”  A 
loud,  understanding  roar  soared 
from  the  audience,  which  respond¬ 
ed  by  reading  in  unison,  “Toto,  I 
have  a  feeling  we’re  not  in  Kansas 
any  more.”  This  reporter,  once 
from  Kansas,  added  his  approval. 

Then  we  collectively  imbibed  of 
four  cups  of  wine  “to  refer  to  our 
political,  economic,  intellectual 
and  spiritual  freedom.”  What  be¬ 
gan  in  pure  fun  began  to  deepen. 
“To  be  truly  free,  and  to  reach  our 
highest  potential,  we  must  be  free 
in  mind  and  spirit;  free  to  finger- 
paint,  free  to  consent  as  adults  and 
free  to  develop  all  the  kinkiness 
within  us.”  The  unison  reponse, 
“Blessed  are  the  fruits  who  drink 
the  fruit  of  the  vine.”  Then  an¬ 
other  responsive  reading,  “Off  the 
patriarchy!  Down  with  machismo! 
God  save  us  nelly  queens!”  Yes, 
there  were  a  few  queens  up  front, 
and  more  in  the  audience. 

The  Choral  Majority  offered. 


the  militancy  heightened,  as  the 
worshipers/revelers  addressed  the 
issues  of  attacks  upon  women  and 
the  rising  violence  against  gays, 
“We  fought  at  Stonewall  and  we 
want  more  fruited  plains.  When 
called  to  fight,  we’ll  do  it  right 
with  no  apologies.” 

Easter  is  a  time  when  Christians 
turn  to  death.  As  one  hymn  from 
the  evening  affirmed,  “All  things, 
including  ourselves,  will  be  re¬ 
cycled  in  time.”  Among  the  sisters 
was  one  brother,  Bobbie  Camp¬ 
bell,  R.N.,  known  by  some  in  the 
audience  to  be  experiencing 
Kaposi  Sarcoma,  the  so-called 
“gay  cancer.”  Dressed  this  even¬ 
ing  in  a  white  habit,  this  Sister 
Florence  Nightingale  sometimes 
wears  a  button  which  expresses  his 
individual  will  and  that  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  communities,  “I  will 
survive.” 

The  Cosmic  Lady  began  the  ir¬ 
reverent  communion,  “this  is  not 
my  body.  This  is  not  my  blood. 
This  is  not  the  remains  of  prophets 
of  old.” 

In  addition  to  the  obvious 
humor  which  delighted  the  au¬ 
dience,  there  were  also  numerous 
more  subtle  movements,  like  in  the 
belly-dancing.  Sister  Lawrence/ 
Laura  provided  the  physical 
climax  of  the  evening  with  her 
belly-dancing,  thrilling  the  au¬ 
dience  to  a  standing  ovation. 

Numerous  climaxes  were  reach¬ 
ed  in  the  course  of  the  evening. 
One  political  climax  was  a  song  by 
Charlie  Murphy,  who  came  down 


dor  was  also  directed  by  the  choir, 
which  sang  in  Spanish  that  “Nic¬ 
aragua  has  won,  El  Salvador  will 
win.” 

Sure  enough,  by  the  evening’s 
end,  the  Christ  figure  who  had 
been  playfully  “crucified”  in  fact 
rose  from  the  dead  —  as  an  Easter 
bunny.  He  led  us  in  the  “Bunny 
Hop,”  which  got  the  congregation 
on  its  feet  dancing.  Our  hands 
came  together,  and  we  were  united 
in  a  circle  of  care  and  love  — 
gay  men,  lesbians,  and  supporters. 
Each  night  had  been  a  sell-out, 
with  people  being  turned  away. 

The  Holy  Daze,  a  special  Eas¬ 
ter/Passover/Pagan  Spring  Con¬ 
cert  and  Ritual  Celebration,  had 
all  the  characteristics  of  a  positive 
religious  service  —  great  music, 
good  preaching,  an  active  con¬ 
gregation,  compelling  theology, 
food  and  exercise  to  nourish  the 
body,  and  a  serious  spiritual  pur¬ 
pose.  To  these  traditional  values, 
the  “sisters”  and  choralists  added 
an  outrageousness,  a  political 
commitment,  and  a  deeply  cele¬ 
bratory  mirth.  The  congregation 
left  fulfilled  spiritually,  politically, 
and  intellectually  and  some  of 
them  to  be  further  fulfilled  sexual- 
con  tinned  on  pane  9 

Correction: 

In  Vol.  9,  No.  39,  in  the  article 
“Women  of  Iron,”  the  address  of 
Subterranean  was  incorrectly 
listed.  The  correct  address  is:  912 
Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley,  CA 
94710. 


West  Comes  East 
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Mary  Watkins  was  inaudible  in 
the  first  set,  and  only  somewhat 
improved  in  the  second.  June 
Millington’s  lyrics  were  reported 
to  be  undecipherable  by  women  in 
several  different  parts  of  the  hall. 
Only  Linda  Tillery,  whose  gorge¬ 
ous  voice  can  leap  over  towers  of 
big  bass  amps,  seemed  to  be  se¬ 
ducing  the  audience  instead  of  at¬ 
tacking  it.  But,  in  spite  of  the 
sound  problems,  the  energy  and 
competence  on  the  stage  was  well- 
projected  to  a  very  appreciative 
and  enthusiastic  audience. 

The  “Heartsong”  band  was 
unusual  because  all  of  its  members 
are  women  of  color.  Although 
women  of  color  have  always 
played  a  prominent  role  in 
women’s  music  on  the  west  coast, 
their  presence  has  been  much  less, 
and  sorely  missed,  in  the  east  and 
midwest.  Locally,  concert  pro¬ 
ducers  have  been  trying  to  rectify 
this  situation,  but  ticket-buying 
support  from  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity  has  been  disappointing. 
This  concert,  deliberately  held  in  a 
mixed-racial  neighborhood  of 
Boston,  drew  a  bigger  audience 
than  the  1979  concert  by  Watkins 
and  Tillery,  and  hopefully  will  at¬ 
tract  continued  interest  in  women 
of  color  musicians. 

The  other  half  of  the  California 


invasion  of  Boston  was  the  Bay 
Area  group  Alive!  They  have  been 
playing  Boston  pretty  regularly 
the  last  few  years,  and  this  time 
performed  at  an  intimate  jazz  club 
called  “Storyville”  in  Kenmore 
Square.  It  was  wonderful  to  see 
them  in  such  an  optimum  setting. 
They  have  plenty  of  new  material, 
but  their  basic  sound  is  the  same 
as  on  their  two  fine  albums, 
“Alive!”  and  “Call  It  Jazz.”  The 
first  set  was  a  bit  packaged,  soun¬ 
ding  much  like  other  concerts  I’ve 
seen  them  do,  but  in  the  second 
set  they  really  opened  up  and  the 
audience  got  quite  a  treat.  At  an 
Alive!  concert,  part  of  the  fun  is 
seeing  which  of  the  five  fine  musi¬ 
cians  is  going  to  have  the  hottest 
night,  and  this  particular  evening 
it  was  drummer  Barbara  Borden. 

Alive!  was  playing  at  Storyville 
in  an  effort  to  bring  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  last  month’s  Kansas  City 
Women’s  Jazz  Festival  to  Boston. 
June  Millington,  who  has  an  ex¬ 
tensive  background  in  rock  and 
roll,  was  emphasizing  the  hard 
stuff.  The  audiences  were  pleased 
both  nights,  so  it  would  seem  that 
the  California  sound  of  intensity 
and  power,  jazz  and  rock  is  point¬ 
ing  the  future  direction  of 
women’s  music. 


June  Millington 


June  Millington,  with  Mary 
Watkins,  Linda  Tillery,  Vickie 
Randall,  and  Bernice  Brooks,  at 
the  Strand,  April  17. 

Alive!  at  Storyville,  April  13. 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

Ten  top  women  musicians  from 
California  played  in  Boston  last 
week,  and  the  result  was  two  fine 
concerts,  with  two  very  different 
sounds.  Alive!  played  intense  and 
highly  structured  jazz,  while 
“Heartsong,”  June  Millington’s 
tour  band,  rocked  and  rolled  so 
loud  and  powerfully  that  the 
labels  “heavy  metal”  and  “acid 
rock”  came  to  mind.  If  there  is 
anyone  left  who  still  thinks  that 
women’s  music  is  a  white  woman 
with  an  acoustic  guitar  singing 
about  rape,  these  concerts  would 
soon  wipe  out  their  illusions. 

June  Millington,  who  is  touring 
to  publicize  her  new  Olivia  album 
“Heartsong,”  was  accompanied 
by  four  top  musicians  in  their  own 
right.  Seeing  Mary  Watkins  on 
piano,  Linda  Tillery  on  vocals  and 
percussion,  Vickie  Randall  on 
bass  and  Bernice  Brooks  on  drums 
was  like  getting  five  concerts  in 
one.  All  go  way  back  in  women’s 
and  mainstream  music,  both  as 
featured  and  back-up  musicians. 
The  audience  was  totally  thrilled 
by  the  performance.  As  one 
woman  told  me,  “Those  women 
were  having  a  great,  fun  time, 
they  were  really  happy,  and  they 
were  really  feeling  powerful,  and 
you  could  see  it.  I  wanted  to  feel 
that  same  power.”  The  audience 
seemed  most  excited  by  Linda 
Tillery,  a  warm,  intimate,  singer 
whose  powerful,  gospel-style 
voice  won  her  a  standing  ovation 
in  the  middle  of  the  concert,  quite 
an  uncommon  tribute. 

Lighting,  including  a  wonderful 
sun-drenched  effect,  was  par¬ 
ticularly  effective  at  this  concert  in 
the  lovely  Strand  Theatre.  Pro¬ 
duction  was  smooth.  But  the  con¬ 
cert  was  hindered  by  unusually 
bad  sound.  The  band  seemed  to 
be  going  for  a  loud,  overpower¬ 
ing,  rock  sound,  and  at  times  it 
seemed  like  the  stage  was  a  rumbl¬ 
ing  launching  pad  about  to  blast 
off.  But  the  noise  smothered  the 
subtleties  of  the  Fine  musicians. 

Daze 

continued  from  page  8 
ly  with  old  or  new  partners. 

This  reporter  left  the  celebration 
looking  forward  to  Christ- 
mas/Hannakah  with  the  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  another  evening  by  the 
“sisters”  and  the  choralists,  as 
well  as  looking  forward  to  next 
year’s  Passover/Easter/Spring  in 
hopes  that  this  year’s  event 
becomes  an  annual  occurrence  to 
bring  San  Franciso’s  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  communities  and  supporters 
together. 


Proud  Pansy  Productions 
Presents 

WITH  SHAKRA 

in  concert  for  Lesbians, 
Gay  Men  and  their  Friends 


ms  fi>u  qaj 

Saturday,  May  1 5, 8pm  Boston  YWCA 


Wheelies  Assisted,  Eight  Steps 

Interpreted  in  ASL 

Child  Care  Reservations  and  INFO 

426-4469 


140  Clarendon  Street 
$  4-8  More  if,  Less  if 
Blackberri  appears 
on  Bea  B.  Queen  Records 


PERFS  BEGIN  TUES  NITE  APRIL  27th 


Andrea  McArdle 


Timothy  Landfield 

'and  _ 


Elly  Stone  as Jenny 


Jessica  James 


DIRECTED  BY 


Geraldine  Fitzgerald 

Producing  Artistic  Director  ERIC  BLAU 

Music  by  Kurt  Weill 
Text  and  Lyrics  by  Bertolt  Brecht 
Adaptation —  Marc  Blitzstein 

4 


lapiation  —  Marc  blitzstein  - - - —  _  _  - 


CHARGE  TICKETS 

TELETRON  426-8383 

Information &Group  Sales 

426-6912 

TICKETRON 


PRICES  &  PERF.  SCHEDULE 

Tues  thru  Thurs  at  8  PM  .  Sun  Mai- at 
3  PM  S  Sun.  Eve.  at  7:30  P  M  .  $14.95  & 
$12  95,  Fri.  at  8  P.M..  Sat.  al  6  00  &  9:30 
PM  .  $15.95  &  $13.95. 


MAIL  ORDERS  NOW:  Make  checks 
payable  to  Charles  Playhouse  Enclose  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  for 
return  of  your  tickets 


3rd  1981  -1982  Charles  Playhouse  Subscription  Series  Attraction 


Charles  Playhouse 

HE 


MAIN  THEATI 


76  WARRENT0N  STREET. 
BOSTON,  MA0Z116 


□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name _ 

address  _ _ _ 

city - state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 
Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  Mastercharge 

name _ _ _ 

account  no._ _ _ 

exp.  date _ signature  _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN  _ _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCA/”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

TED 

Hey  Markipoo,  glad  ya'all  finally  got 
that  sub.  Come  up  sometime  and  see 
how  the  other  10%  lives  in  Boston.  (40) 
Funloving  considerate  honest  prof  LF 
30  a  bit  shy  at  bars  loves  life  people/out¬ 
doors/good  conversation  sks  other  F 
w/similar  interest  for  friendship  & 
growth.  GCN  Box  545. _  (41) 

L  sks  dance  partner  (pref  F).  I  can  teach 
or  learn.  Am  used  to  lead  but  can  folldw 
if  you  want  to  share.  Also  know  some 
ballroom  &  swing.  Camb/Bos  area.  (617) 
354-6610. _ (41) 

GF  25  PI!  Class  musician  sks  honest 
intel  friends.  Sense  of  humor  adventure 
&  compassion  nec.  Is  this  any  way  to 
meet  people?  GCN  Box  547. _ (41) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
It  doesn't  help  to  talk  about  it 
I  don't  know  what  to  do 
But  no  matter  where  we  turn 
There's  always  doggy-do,  doggy  do 
There’s  always  doggy  do. 

Is  this  to  be  the  issue  of  my  life??? 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

Attract  local  LF  late  twenties  sks  same 
for  lighthearted  spring  affair  (wkends 
on  the  Cape...).  Serious  replies  w/note  & 
tel  #  to  GCN  Box  548  (41) 

THANK  YOU 

To  JB,  PW,  L,  MJ  and  GC  for  lending  me 
your  strength  when  I  had  none.  A 
woman  couldn’t  ask  for  better  friends. 
Love,  Linda. _ (41) 

...AND  VIVA  SWEET  LOVE 
JF— You  are  home  at  last!  Come  into 
my  arms  once  again,  share  your  new 
hope  with  me,  and  know  that  I  love  you 

more  than  ever.  JF. _ (41) 

AMATEUR/PRO  PHOTOGRAPHERS 
GF  30  skng  someone  to  share  time  with 
in  photography  &  other  interests.  Give  it 
a  shot  &  write  PO  Box  489,  Belmont,  MA 

02178. _ (42) 

Blackberri  in  concert  with  Debbie  Lem- 
pke  from  Shakra,  Sat,  May  15,  8pm  at 
the  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  In¬ 
terpreted  in  ASL.  Wheelchair  assist¬ 
ance.  Braille  programs  available.  Call 
426-4469  for  childcare  &  info.  Produced 
by  Proud  Pansy  Productions  as  a 
benefit  for  GCN. _ 

Intel  attract  GF  27  Ikg  for  same  26  pis 
for  poss  rltnshp.  Pref  worldly,  fun- 
loving,  romantic  F  w/time  to  cultivate 
new  interest.  Pis  send  letter  w/tel  #  to 
GCN  Box  549. _ (42) 

Sex  frustration  causes  violence,  war, 
crime,  disease.  Sacramental  sex  de- 
stroys  evil,  heals.  Ancient  secrets  re¬ 
vealed.  Send  SASE  $1  St.  Priapus  Phal- 
lie  Worship  church,  583  Grove  St  San 
Francisco  CA  94102.  (415)  431-2188.  (43) 

ERIC 

I  really  didn't  know  you  were  hurt.  It 
was  not  my  intention  to  injure  you. 

GAY  PRIDE  '82 

Remember  the  balloon  drop  in  '81?  If 
you  live  on  Charles  St.  &  want  to  take 
part  this  year,  call  723-2725,  eves. 

HOT  GDLOOKNG  DYKE  NEW 
to  P'town  area  sks  friends  playmates, 
lovers.  Im  25,  intelligent,  high  energy  & 
very  versatile.  I  enjoy  most  sports,  quiet 
times,  gd  conversation  &  wild  nights  on 
the  dance  floor.  Interested?  GCN  Box 

536.  _ ___ _ (40) 

PREPPIE  DYKES? 

Tired  of  reunions  where  everyone’s 
engaged,  married  or  pregnant?  Where 
is  the  other  10%  from  Abbot  &  Pa?  Lets 
have  our  own  reunion.  GCN  Box  540. 

_ (40) 

50  yr  old  WM  sing  wd  Ik  2  meet  sim  no 
SM  for  fr  &  ?  Will  be  in  NY  City  1  wk  in 
June  wld  Ik  2  stay  w/gay,  pay  rm  bd. 

GCN  Box  534. _  (40) 

GWF  36  prof  sks  fern  to  shre  enjoy 
sprts  otdrs  dance  beach  redg  movies  I 
promise  ans  to  all  who  write  send  photo 
live  in  NJ  no  hard  drgs.  GCN  Box  538. 

_ (11) 

LAVENDER  REGISTER 
A  discreet,  dignified  meeting  ground 
for  Gay  Gentlemen.  A  new  publication 
featuring  self-descriptions  identified  by 
code  number  only  &  special  support 
services.  Inquiries  in  strict  confidence: 
SASE  to  Box  1041,  Bala  Cynwyd,  PA 
19004. _  (42) 

PHONE  PALS  CLUB 
Hot  gay  phone  J/O.  Send  age  &  SASE 
for  info.  Phone  Pals,  Box  11097,  San 
Diego,  CA  921 11-0010.  (Please  note  new 
address.)  Mention  GCN  and  age.  (43) 

FUN  IN  NY  /  $$  FOR  GCN 
Front  Runners  of  Boston  is  sponsoring 
a  bus  trip  to  attend  the  N.Y.C.  Gay  Pride 
Weekend,  June  25  to  27.  This  will  be 
cheap  transportation:  $23  round  trip. 
Enjoy  a  fun  five  hours  each  way  with 
other  lesbians/gays.  Leave  Friday, 
come  back  Sunday.  Proceeds  to  benefit 
Gay  Community  News.  For  info  call 
Allen  825-0181. 


GF  29  prof,  settld,  sks  sme  in  30’s.  Trd 
of  brs.  Sk  enrgtc  thnkr,  ertv  hnst  sens 
soul-srchr.  No  drgs.  Lke  otdrs  spts  arts 
convr.  If  you  exist,  write  w/photo.  GCN 
Box  531. _ (39) 

GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1 ,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _ ‘ _  (c) 
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BIG  BROTHER 

But  not  Orwellian!  I'm  35,  GWM,  tall, 
not  fat.  Runner/swimmer,  rebellious, 
political,  energetic,  understanding, 
affectionate.  A  prof  writer,  I  travel 
worldwide,  live  in  NYC  &  SF.  Happy 
now  but  wd  like  to  share  life  &  world 
w/ynger  guy  15-24  who's  growing.  Let's 
exch  letters  &  photos.  All  races.  All  ans. 
Peace.  Joe.  GCN  Box  492. _ (39) 

NUCLEAR  WAR:  DON'T  DESPAIR 
Join  a  million  people  at  the  UN  on  June 
12  to  promote  disarmament  &  protest 
the  causes  of  war;  militarism,  racism, 
sexism,  &  homophobia.  Lesbians  & 
gays  will  be  visible,  if  you  are  there!! 
For  Boston  area  info  &  to  help  do  out- 
reach,  call  Cathy  (61 7)  661-0974.  (c) 


INTELL  QUIET  WASP  33  SKS 
Similar.  Am  5 ' 1 1 ",  160  br  hr/eyes, 
hndsme,  motivated,  successful.  Sk 
25-32.  Similar  quiet  but  gregarious. 
Locat  N  of  Boston.  Recently  ended  rela¬ 
tionship  pis  reply  w/letter  &  photo. 
Allow  2  wks.  Wrk  in  Bos  &  Phila.  GCN 
Box  541. _ (40) 

BI/GAY  WOMAN 

Who  is  friendly,  open,  together  &  sen¬ 
sitive  to  discrimination  is  needed  by  in¬ 
teresting,  sensitive,  unique  (closet) 
crossdresser.  I  wd  like  help/advice  in 
selecting  the  right  clothes.  Pis  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  my  situation.  GCN  Box  539. 
_  (40) 

BROWN  SUGAR  ANYONE? 
Attractive  GBF  21  sks  sincere  relation¬ 
ship  w/woman  who  is  warm  &  true.  GCN 

Box  54? _ • _ (40) 

Lesbian  craftswomon  &  writer,  tired  of 
mellowing  out  in  Calif  wants  to  write  to 
and  meet  other  women.  Likes  sleeping 
out  under  the  stars,  travel  &  conversa¬ 
tion.  Linda  PO  Bx  1163  Guerneville,  CA 
95446. _ _ (40) 


Funloving  attr  prof  LF  30  varied  intrst 
not  into  drugs  just  life  itself  sks  to  meet 
other  honest  considerate  F  to  share 
good  times.  GCN  Box  546. _ (40) 

My  dear  sweet  lambie  pie, 

I  want  to  sing  a  lullaby 
To  you  after  being  sick. 

I’m  glad  you  got  better  quick! 

My  heart's  first  place  you  occupy. 

All  my  love,  Spikette. _ (40) 

Dress  in  beautiful  feminine  fashions  in 
a  comfortable  atmosphere.  Call  after 
4:30  pm.  (617)  598-1859. _ (41) 

GWM  31  5' 10",  180,  a  cynic  that  still 
cares.  Int  incl  music,  films,  travel,  out¬ 
doors  &  more.  Skng  sim  guy  for  friend¬ 
ship  maybe  more.  Incl  phone  if  poss. 
Will  ans  all.  PO  Box  4264,  Manchester, 
NH  03108. _ (41) 

WOMEN  OVER  AGE  55 
Wanted  for  research  on  social  support 
networks.  Questionnaire  takes  about  Vi 
hr  to  fill  out.  Confidentiality 
guaranteed.  For  details  call  Peg  (617) 
876-6307, _ (11) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

JUNE  OPENING!  RESERVE  NOW 
Sea  Gnomes'  Home,  Womyn’s  Guest 
House,  coastal  Maine.  Lovely  private 
rms,  views,  commonbath.  Reasonable 
rates.  Wk  ex  June  &  Sept.  Write  Box  33, 
Stonington,  ME  04681. _ (13) 

THE  PARKVIEW 

Private  guestrooms  in  heart  of  Boston. 
85  Westland  Ave,  (617)  536-3608.  (33) 

WANTED 


GWM  Yale  grad  sks  2  bdrm  apt  to 
rent/sublet  as  of  June  1.  Back  Bay  or 
Beacon  Hill.  Gary  (203)  777-2158  (New 
Haven,  CT). _ (£1) 

LF,  GCN  writer,  looking  for  QUIET  one 
bdrm  apt:  Somerville/Camb/  Could 
move  any  time.  Any  leads,  please  call 
Nancy  Wechsler  623-6210.  Thank  you. 

MOVERS _ 

LOCAL  MOVING 

Homes,  Apartments.  Large.  Small. 
Fine  Furniture.  Antiques.  Object  d’Art. 
Bruce  West  Moving  Co  (MDPU  #25107) 
Where  successful  moving’s  guaranteed 
Piano.  Hoisting.  Rigging. 
Packing.  Storage.  547-6246.  (41) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  VILLAGE 
Charming  200  yr  old,  3-story  townhouse 
w/income  unit.  Systems  updated.  Kit  & 
bths  new.  $122,500  excl.  Hunneman  & 
Co,  Inc.  266-4430. _ (41) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 
JP:  Bargain!  3  fam  carpenter’s  delight 
7,7,7.  Just  $13K. 

JP:  Great  starter  2  fam  cottage  w/large 
&  pvt  yard.  $25K. 

Roslindale:  2  fam  duplex  needs  TLC 
35K.  Low  $$$  down.  Call  Sue  524-5464. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

RADIO  SHACK  TRS-80  II 
We  will  need  someone  soon,  part  time, 
to  do  record-keeping,  invoicing,  time 
records,  P/L,  BIS  and  similar  reports. 
Probably  1  to  2  hours  per  day  per  week, 
estimate.  Flexible  hours.  This  could 
also  work  into  a  full  time  job  in  office 
and/or  into  telecommunications  for 
someone  who  understands  translation 
tables  and  computers. 

Xanadu  Graphics, 

143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge,  661-6975. 

SEASONAL  HELP 

North  Shore  Bar  Restaurant  sks  key 
personnel  mgr  chef  cooks  waiters 
bartenders  write  to  Lambda  Assn  of 
Long  Island  195  Washington  St,  Hemp- 
stead,  NY  11550.  Attn  Scotty.  (41) 

WORK  STUDY  STUDENTS 
Gay  oriented  community  health  center 
sks  student  w/work  study  grant  for 
summer  job  performing  billing,  book¬ 
keeping  &  auditing  functions.  Full  or 
part  time.  Could  continue  into  school 
yr.  Contact  Joanne  at  267-7573, 
9:00-5:00. _ (12) 

MEANWHILE,  BACK  AT  THE 
Ranch  I  need  someone  running  things 
while  I'm  on  tour.  In  order  of  necc  a 
houseperson  driver  someone  excel 
w/dogs  cats  horses  &  gardening  &  a 
need  to  live  in  the  country.  Own  apt, 
salary.  (802)  496-5366  service. _ (43) 

THE  ONE  AND  ONLY 
Andrews  Inn  in  Vermont  is  now  hiring 
head  chef  &  bartenders.  Reach  Tom 
Herman  at  (802)  463-3966  on  weekends. 
Full  time  &  yr  round! _ (13) 


Gay/Lesbian  owned  business  sks  sales¬ 
person  for  outside  sales  work  soliciting 
graphic-related  services.  Base  salary 
pis  commission.  Sales  exp  helpful. 
542-8280. _ (10) 

LEGAL  SECRETARY 
IN  BUSY  LAW  OFFICE 
SERVING  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COMM 

POSITION  AVAIL  JUNE  1 
We  are  Ikng  for  a  bright  &  competent 
gay  man  or  lesbian  for  a  difficult  & 
challenging  position  in  our  office. 
Duties  include  typing  (including 
transcribing  from  tapes),  telephone 
answering  &  reception,  filing,  billing, 
some  bookkeeping.  Send  resumes  by 
May  1  to  Cindy  T.  Rizzo,  Esq.,  2  Park 
Sq„  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (?) 

INCOME  OPPORTUNITY 
Earn  extra  money.  Be  your  own  boss. 
No  gimmick,  no  hassle,  not  an  envelope 
stuffing  scheme.  For  details  SASE  to 

PO  Bx  756  Marblehead,  MA  01945.  (40) 

Collectively  run  Food  Cooperative 
Warehouse  sks  to  fill  2  positions.  20 
hr/wk  dispatcher/outreach  person  for 
fledgling  trucking  dept;  40/hr  wk  ware¬ 
house  worker/coordinator  of  shipping¬ 
receiving  for  grains  dept.  $6/hr  plus 
benefits.  Women  &  minorities  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Write  to:  Hiring 
Committee/  NEFCO/  129  Franklin  St, 
Camb,  MA  02139.  (41) 

HELLO,  WASHINGTON?? 

Moving  to  Caribbean  sometime  in  next 
year,  and  would  like  some  advice  and/or 
help  in  getting  myself  appointed  as  an 
unpaid  Commercial  Attache  to  that 
country.  Anyone  out  there  in  the  State 
Department  who  could  give  advice? 
Write  Box  290, 118  Massachusetts  Ave., 
Boston  02115.  Many  thanks. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

GAY  MEN’S  RETREAT  MAY  21-23 
A  unique  opportunity  to  gather  in  the 
optimistic  calm  of  Berkshire  spring¬ 
time.  No  speeches  or  headshrinking. 
Coord  Allen  Young.  Sliding  scale  $60  to 
$104.  Details  from  Rowe  Conference 
Center,  Rowe,  MAPI 367. _ (41) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

SPROUTING  WINGS 
A  Day-long  movement  improvisation 
workshop  for  women  Sun  May  23,  10-4. 
$20  led  by  Marsha  Hiller  &  Pat 
DeAngelis  info  &  reg  497-4272.  (41) 

RESORTS _ 

SHORE  HOUSE  OGUNQUIT 
Enjoy  a  spring  vacation  or  wkend  at  a 
quiet  guest  house  in  town  near  beach  & 
clubs.  Spring  rates  till  June  17  $20-35 
except  holiday.  Cont  brkfst  incl.  (207) 
646-8654,  PO  Box  2228. _ (42) 

Women's  art  weekends  in  Catskill  Mts. 
Reasonable  rates  July  Aug.  For  info 
women  only  write  Holda  Box  88L  Palen- 
ville,  NY  12463. _ (42) 

GABRIEL’S 

Apartments  &  guest  rooms  for  women. 
Hot  tub,  sun  deck,  coffee,  in  the  center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  (61 7)  487-3232. _ (17) 


Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
April  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


APARTMENTS _ 

1  bdrm,  eat-in  kit.  East  Boston,  harbor 
view,  ht/hw  inc,  $350/mo.  569-6143 
anytime.  Nr  MBTA.  Owner-occ.  Brick 
bldg. _ _ (13) 

CARRIAGE  HOUSE 

Arlington  overlooking  in  ground  pool 
sks  conservative  single  person  to  rent 
&  help  restore.  GCN  Box  550. _ (41) 

Boston  South  End  1  bdrm  nr  Pru  ww 
d&d  ind  zone  htd  brick  walls  $475. 
Separate  entrs  owner-occ  267-9624.  (42) 

Dorchester  on  Red  Line  Ig  sunny  1 
bdrm  apt  oak  firs,  porch,  Ig  eat-in  kit. 
12x26  living  rm.  $275  unhtd.  436-0850. 
_ _ (42) 

Parkview:  why  not  live  in  a  gay  hotel? 
Some  residential  rooms  available  now 
with  excellent  location,  private  kitchen, 
and  shared  bath.  $250/mo.  (617) 
536-3608. _ (42) 

Large,  sunny  apt  in  owner-occ  bldg  in  S. 
End.  1  very  Irg  bdrm  w/separate  dress¬ 
ing  rm,  exp  brick,  refinshd  firs,  mod 
kitch  &  bth.  $425  inc  ht.  267-2456.  (37) 

JP:  renovated,  spacious  5  rm  apt 
natural  wood  sunny  400  pis.  522-3743 
7 -9am,  5-8pm, _ (37—) 

Bos— Fort  Hill:  Newly  ren  1  bd  in  priv 
home  w/priv  ent,  fireplce,  wide  pine  firs, 
30x14  beamed  cath  ceil,  views,  safe  & 
supportive  com,  front  door  pkg.  $350 
rnc  heat  &  util.  First  &  last.  May  1 
or  15.  Kruk/lan  445-1435. _ (36) 


Park  Drive  spacious  2  bdrm  newly 
renovated  bldg  new  kit  bath  Irg  closets 
super  views.  $600/mo.  965-0934  or 
899-2400. _ (3 7) 

JP:  uniquely  renovated  sunny  4  rm  apt 
nr  Green  line,  425  pis.  522-3743,  7-9am, 
5-8pm. _ (37—) 

BUSINESS  OPP 

Jamaica  Plain:  Lucrative  cleaning 
business  in  friendly  neighborhood. 
Financing  avail.  40K.  Call  Sue, 
524-5464.  ■ 


SERVICES 


Counseling  service  for  adolescent  & 
adult  women.  Low  sliding  scale.  Call 
Joyce  Kauffman  M.Ed,  LCSW  776-3340. 
Pis  Iv  message. _  (41) 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Kenmore  Square 
247-4861  x58 


Monday  Evening 
Therapy  Group 
For  Gay  Men 

Has  two  openings 
Call  for  Free 
Initial  Interview 
BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  739-7803 
Copley  Square,  Boston 


COMING  OUT/STAYING  OUT 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  & 
Research  —  intro  workshop  for  people 
who  are  gay  (&  having  trouble  doing  it). 
(617)  524-3293  Susan  Gong.  (40) 


COUNSELING  RESOURCE 
CENTER,  INC. 

On  the  North  Shore 
Counseling  &  Consultation 
For  Individuals, 
Couples,  Groups 
Call  Dr.  Orth 
for  Initial  Appt. 
729-5268  or  646-2607 


GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 

change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 

(28) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
_ For  initial  Appt. _ 

INSTITUTE  FOR  RATIONAL  LIVING 

hypnosis  and  self-hypnosis 
rational  therapy 
assertiveness 
self-help  workshops 
career  and  couple  counseling 
licensed  psychologists 
holistic 

IRL,  1162  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 


739-5063 
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Classifieds 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX. THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appf. 


ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381. _ (26) 

/  \ 

complete  printing  service 

serving  the  gay  !i  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 

orders  by  phone  &  mail 
accepted  locally  & 
nationally 

(617)542-8280, 

(617)825-6700 

55  Broad  St,  Boston  MA  02109 

V _  _ 

GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Offers  individual  &  relationship 
counseling  with  a  focus  on  learning 
new  skills  in  managing  relationships 
however  you  define  them.  Sliding  fee, 
ins  accepted.  Charles  Hannagan,  MA. 
Leave  message  at  262-4194. _ (41) 

MARRIED  AND  GAY? 

You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  support 
group  or  individual  sessions  are 
available.  Call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  or  mornings  at  661-4070. 

 (36-) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Cellars  attics  &  garages  cleaned.  Rub¬ 
bish  removal.  Deliveries.  Appliance  and 
piano  pick-ups.  Bands.  Gay  owned  & 
operated.  Commercial,  personal  or  in¬ 
dustrial.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
641-1234. _ (10/5) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Relaxing,  energizing  synthesis  of  Shiat¬ 
su,  acupressure  &  muscular  work.  In¬ 
struction  available.  Experienced 
masseur.  Mick  Hazen  522-9164.  (1357) 


SUPPORT  GROUP  GROWTH  GROUP 
Churches  not  'nuf  bars  not  ’nuf 
Small  group  where  each  is  heard 
no  fee  rotating  leadership 
104  Charles  St  #376,  Boston  02114 

Menstrual  cycle  and  other  female 
medical  concerns.  Lucianne  Cronin, 
RN,  MSC.  Consultant/researcher.  (617) 
566-5740.  (40) 

HARRY  SCANLAN  ELECTRICIAN 
Residential,  house  wiring,  apartment 
alarm  systems,  track  lights,  heating, 
neon.  Free  estimates.  Journeyman  lie 
#E26401. 599-8585. _ (42) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on 
Beacon  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail. 
Barb  523-3772. _ (c) 

ROOMMATES _ 

ESCAPING  FROM  IOWA! 

F  20  non-smoking  semi-veg  resp  sks 
apt/house/sublet  to  share  for  late  May- 
Aug.  in  Provincetown.  Pis  write  A  Shel- 
ley/College/Grinnell,  IA50112.  (41) 

GM  prof  28  sks  rmte  for  spacious  vy 
nice  2  br  Marlboro  St  apt  in  quiet  bldg. 
Lkg  for  mature,  very  neat  M  or  F. 
$330/mo  incl  ht/hw.  266-6744  nite.  (41) 

BiBM  sks  M  2  share  Ig  2  br  apt  w/liv  rm 
kit  bath  in  beaut  hist  hse  nr  H  Sq. 
U-shaped  apt  w/sep  ent  gives  max  pri- 
vacy  $300/mo  util  inc.  876-0644.  (41) 

GM  to  share  luxury  furnished  2  bdrm 
apt  avail  immed.  $372/mo.  Days 
247-1714,  eves  266-9442. _ (41 -) 

LF  sks  friendly,  indep  F  28  pis  to  share 
apt  on  pond  in  Winchester.  Walk  to 
train.  Off  street  pkng.  Nr  tennis.  No 
pets,  no  smkng.  Avail  June  1.  $300  pis 
utils.  Pat  729-51 17  eves  7-10. _ (42) 

Brkln/Camb  GM  28  sks  3-4  GM/Fs  to 
form  supportive  hshld.  Non-smkng, 
semi-veg,  gay  politics.  327-7133  M-F 
10-11  pm  only,  all  day  Sun. _ (43) 

LF  32  and  cat  seek  F  to  share  Bedford, 
MA  apt.  $225/mo  inc  util  (or  $175  for  tiny 
bdrm)  no  deposit.  Avail  5/1  or  after. 
GCN  Box  537. _ (41) 

Women  wntd  for  coop  hsehld  in  N 
Allston.  Living/studio  &  office  space 
avail.  Creative  &  political  environ.  Opn- 
ings  May,  June  &  July.  782-0599.  (42) 

NEWTON  CTR  LF  COUPLE 
Sks  same  or  2  single  LFs  for  3  bd  apt  in 
hse.  Yard,  sundeck,-tree  pkg,  wash/dry, 
Ige  rms.  No  pets,  drugs,  smok.  Semi- 
veg,  nr  T,  politicaware,  sens  humr. 
169/mo  not  incl  util.  June  1  occup.  (617) 
969-1 651. _ (42) 

LF  sks  LF  25  pis  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Central  Sq  Camb.  Nice  space  &  exc 
location.  $200/mo  inc  ht.  Avail  immed. 
491-5655  eves. _ (36) 


HOUSE  SHARE  IN  CINCINNATI 
Prof  BiM,  32,  sks  1-2  discreet  M  or  F, 
20-40  to  shr  spac  hse  on  3  acres  wood¬ 
ed  land.  $250.  Hassle-free  arrangement 
for  short  or  long  term.  735-9704  (Boston) 
or  PO  19329  Cincy,  OH  45219.  Moving 

6/1. _ (44?) 

2  QUIET  ROOMS  BY  THE  PRU! 

In  friendly  gay  house,  small  size  room 
with  frige  $35/wk.  Also  vry  nice  unit 
w/small  bdrm,  L/R,  kitchenette,  $65/wk 
incl  utils.  Joe  267-7422.  (39—) 

Somerville  nr  Por  Sq  prof  indep  GWM 
32  sks  gay  or  bi  male  rmt  for  Ige  2  br  apt 
nr  T  200/mo  pis  util.  Non-smk  pref. 
492-1842  eve  6-8. _ (40) 

BACK  BAY  CONDO 

Gay/professional  rmtes  wanted.  300/mo 
&  225/mo.  Call  before  3  pm  or  after  11 
pm.  536-3564.  (41) 

GF  prof,  mature,  sks  1  or  2  GF  share  lux 
condo  w/fireplace,  AC,  pool— quiet 
country  stg  W  of  Boston  nr  Rte  52.  495. 
Finances  to  be  negotiated.  GCN  Box 
544. _ (43) 

Lisa  &  Tony  are  Ikng  for  someone  to 
share  a  6  rm  3  bdrm  apt  on  Charles  St, 
Bos.  $167/mo  ht  inc  for  5/1.  227-5934. 

(41) 

HAD  IT  WITH  YOUR  HOUSE? 
try  ours  ...  3  LFs  looking  for  2  more 
May  openings.  Loose,  friendly  coop, 
pref  mid-20s.  Large  sunny  house  w/2 
fireplaces,  garden.  No  smoking  or  pets. 
W.  Som'l.  nr  T  $130  +  util  +  food.  Eve. 
628-7275,  days  426-4469  (ask  for  Cindy). 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP! 

We  got  the  bad  news  from  The  Good 
News  Garage.  The  GCN  truck  is  sick 
unto  death.  The  rust  has  taken  over  and 
the  dyke  who  does  local  distribution  is 
no  longer  willing  to  risk  her  life  by  driv¬ 
ing  the  infamous  green  machine.  Any¬ 
one  got  an  extra  truck  they  don't 
need???  If  so,  please  call  Mike  or  Amy 
at  426-4469. 

Blackberri  in  concert  with  Debbie  Lem- 
pke  from  Shakra,  Sat,  May  15,  8pm  at 
the  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  In¬ 
terpreted  in  ASL.  Wheelchair  assist¬ 
ance.  Braille  programs  available.  Call 
426-4469  for  childcare  &  info.  Produced 
by  Proud  Pansy  Productions  as  a 
benefit  for  GCN. 


GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.Thank  you.  *  


MANAGING  EDITOR 
Gay  Community  News  is  seeking  ap¬ 
plicants  for  the  position  of  Managing 
Editor.  Ability  to  facilitate  a  democratic 
decision  making  process,  and  adminis¬ 
trative  experience  within  a  non-hier- 
archical  setting  helpful,  as  well  as  a 
knowledge  of  gay  journalism  and  famili¬ 
arity  with  the  local  and  national  lesbian 
and  gay  communities.  Applicants 
should  have  a  commitment  to  gay  lib¬ 
eration,  feminism  and  social  change. 
Low  salary,  medical  benefits,  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Please  contact  Amy  Hoffman  at 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 
02108,  (617)  426-4469. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  in  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11  pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm,  35  pis  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8pm,  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  3rd  Mon,  8pm.  Softball 
every  Sun  3pm  Apr-Sept,  weather  per¬ 
mitting,  Magazine  Field.  Bimonthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  & 
fundraising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate^ _ (c) 


BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  M A  021 14  (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 


GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138. _ (36) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

New  Spring  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00.  Womansplace 
Bookstore,  (GCN)  2401  N  32nd  St, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85008.  (41-10x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 
Pamphlet  of  tips  fbr  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press  publi¬ 
cation,  welcomes  review  copies,  au¬ 
thors’  queries,  and  subscriptions:  $5.00 
for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor  Station, 
Boston,  MA  02123. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us.  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 

'iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiii 


9? 


I  received  a  letter  from  a  woman  named 
Jazzie  in  Bedford  Hills  Prison  in  New 
York  but  she  had  no  return  name  on  the 
envelope  and  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
her  again.  Would  you  please  put  this  in- 
your  paper  so  she  will  see  it  and  write 
me?  Thanks.  Dawn  Marie  Lee  SCHREI- 
BER,  Box  C#R107067,  Dwight,  IL 60420. 


Would  love  to  have  a  penpal!  Bonnie  L. 
WILLIAMS,  Unit  27,  #49134,  Parchman, 
MS  38738. 


A  Capricorn  lady  looking  for  corres¬ 
pondence.  I  love  all  people  and  will  re¬ 
ply  promptly.  Carol  KING,  C87139,  Box 
C,  Dwight,  IL  60420. 


I  need  some  news.  Looking  for  otfier 
gay  ladies  to  write.  I’m  28  and  in  prison. 
Please  write!  Ruby  Leah  Richardson, 
285002,  1401  State  School  Rd„  River¬ 
side  5A,  Gatesville,  TX  76528.  (Note: 
Most  Texas  prisons  don’t  admit  GCN  or 
any  other  gay  publications,  so  these 
prisoners  are  even  more  isolated  than 
the  average.) 


Apparently  the  mailroom  is  throwing 
away  my  copies  of  GCN  without  letting 
either  of  us  know!  I  will  jump  on  them 
and  see  what  I  can  do.  Also  I  would  like 
to  have  my  name  run  in  your  next  pen¬ 
pal  section.  Thank  you.  Julius  A.  PAN¬ 
THER,  96939,  Box  514,  Granite,  OK 
73547. 


My  cellie  gets  your  paper  and  I  read  it 
and  think  it’s  great  to  see  how  being 
gay  is  and  has  been  a  way  of  life  for  so 
many  beautiful  people.  I  would  really 
appreciate  a  sincere  person  to  write. 
Thanks.  Will  ABNER  Jr.,  147-127,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


I  seek  male  friends  for  correspondence. 
At  27  I’m  artistic,  sexually  innovative, 
and  fed  up  with  people  like  the  Moral 
Majority!  Please  write  Joe  DICKER- 
SON,  14502,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. 


I’m  requesting  a  penpal  ad.  I  am  gay 
and  very  lonely  and  need  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  other  gays.  Thank  you. 
Joseph  DAVIS,  M-3600,  Box  244,  Grater- 
ford,  PA  19426. 


I’m  interested  in  placing  an  ad  in  the 
GCN  for  I’m  in  need  of  friendship.  I’m 
into  sports,  partying  and  need  of 
friends.  Thanking  you  in  advance.  John 
A.  BALL,  A-50006,  Box  87,  Menard,  IL 
62259.  _ 


Could  you  send  me  a  list  of  gay 
prisoners’  rights  and  please  put  my 
name  in  your  penpal  service.  Thanks. 
Larry  CLAY,  5323,  Box  30,  Pendleton,  IN 
46064. 


I’m  very  lonely  in  here  and  could  really 
use  some  penpals!  I’m  not  a  bad  person 
at  all.  I  just  made  a  mistake.  Any  help 
from  you  would  be  appreciated.  I  enjoy 
the  outdoors  a  lot,  camping  and  fishing, 
and  skiing  too!  Thank  you  for  your  help 
and  time.  Joe  MORA,  124824308,  Box 
7000E,  Texarkana,  AZ  75501. 


Reading  your  paper  has  given  me  the 
impression  that  the  people  there  at 
GCN  are  interested  in  prisoners  and  in 
helping  us  so  I  just  wanted  to  ask  if  you 
know  of  someone  who  might  be  able  to 
help  with  a  medical  problem  I’m  having 
(a  thyroid  disorder).  My  eyes  are  swol¬ 
len  and  there  is  definitely  some  sort  of 
lump  on  the  back  wall  of  my  throat 
(right  side).  Here  at  the  prison  they  are 
more  interested  in  giving  me  a  mental 
label  than  in  dealing  with  the  real  prob¬ 
lem,  which  is  physical.  If  you  know  of 
someone  who  could  help  please  write 
back  real  soon!  Thanks.  Matthew 
ROSS,  37790,  Box  141,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. 


******** 

TO  ALL  PRISONERS  GETTING  GCN!  IF  | 
YOU  DIDN’T  ANSWER  OUR  LETTER 
SENT  IN  JANUARY  ABOUT  WHETHER 
YOU  ARE  GETTING  GCN  OR  NOT 
|(MAYBE  BECAUSE  THE  GUARDS  DID-|  I 
N‘T  GIVE  IT  TO  YOU),  WRITE  NOW  (!!!) 
TO  THE  PRISONER  PROJECT  AND  LET 
US  KNOW  IF  YOU’RE  GETTING  IT! 
OTHERWISE  IT  WILL  STOP  COMING, 
BECAUSE  WE’LL  ASSUME  YOU’RE 
NOT  GETTING  IT.  WRITE:  PRISONER 
PROJECT,  GCN,  22  BROMFIELD  ST., 
BOSTON,  MA  02108. 


********' 

I’m  a  true  Scorpio  if  you’re  into  I 
astrology.  I  love  Mother  Earth  and  wild 
animals,  expecially  big  cats.  I'm  a  fair  I 
free  dancer  and  like  to  go  until  I  get 
soaking  wet.  I  don’t  have  many  dislikes. 

I  don’t  like  violence  at  all,  unless 
there’s  a  good  reason.  I’m  really  an 
open-minded  person.  Thanks.  Danny 
THOMAS,  106903,  JHCC  Rt  1,  Box  1548,  | 
Lexington,  OK  73051. 


Happy  Birthday,  Jerry!!!  Bob. 


I  am  27  years  old,  blond  hair,  gray  eyes, 
5’ 11”,  170  lbs.,  I  am  a  Libra  born 
10/2/54.  I  have  been  in  prison  about  7 
years  on  a  20  year  sentence.  A  person 
can  learn  a  lot  about  themselves  in 
here.  When  I  came  in  I  was  a  "know  it 
all  20  yr.  old  asshole."  I  found  out  very 
quick  I  knew  nothing.  When  I  came  here 
I  had  no  trade  and  no  high  school 
diploma  and  very  little  common  sense, 
now  I  have  all  three.  This  may  sound 
like  I’m  bragging  but,  I  also  have  50  col¬ 
lege  credits  with  a  3.66  grade  point 
average.  I  am  very  pleased  with  myself 
for  being  able  to  do  that.  Some  of  the 
things  I  like  to  do  are  read,  play  soccer. 

I  don’t  like  T.V.  at  all,  the  only  thing 
like  to  watch  is  sports.  T.V.  just  doesn't 
appeal  to  me  anymore  a  good  book  is 
100  times  better  than  watching  Adam 
12  or  some  such  show  as  that.  I  am  hop¬ 
ing  you  will  put  an  ad  in  GCN  for  me.  I 
am  not  looking  for  someone  to  con  or  | 
anything  like  that  I  just  need  a  few 
friends  to  talk  with  when  I  feel  down. 
Thank  you.  David  LANT  061143,  P.O. 
Box  1747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  it 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov- 
|  ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don't 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons’ 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 
prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  "unions”  and 
|  social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  “troublemakers"  (the 
I  type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
|  of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families 
I  and  friends  live 


Your  establishment  has  been  very  help¬ 
ful  in  aiding  prisoners  like  myself  and  I 
hope  you  will  consider  putting  an  ad  in 
your  paper  for  me.  It  would  really  please 
me.  Thank  you  much.  Tony  WILLIAMS,  I 
13795,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 


I  am  a  very  flamboyant  feminine  homo¬ 
sexual  and  am  doing  a  long  sentence  in 
the  joint.  I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  eligible,  sexy  men.  I  go  by  the 
name  of  Brandy.  Thank  you  very  much 
for  having  this  newspaper  available  to 
gay  inmates.  M.  Haynes,  162226,  777  W. 
Riverside  Dr..  Ionia,  Ml  48846. 

I  don't  quite  know  what  all  I  should  say 
so  please  bear  with  me.  It’s  the  first 
time  I’ve  tried  soliciting  pen  pals.  I 
always  hesitated  to  because  so  many 
guys  in  here  use  pen-pals  to  play  games 
with  and  I  didn’t  want  to  be  stereotyped 
into  that  category  (the  game  players). 
Loneliness  has  eroded  my  hesitancy 
and  here  lam...  I’m  a  Cancer,  6’ 1”,  170 
lbs.,  brown  wavy  hair,  Italian,  born  in 
San  Diego,  very  liberal-minded,  a  rock 
music  fan,  a  barber  and  stylist  by  trade. 
My  hobbies  are  varied  because  I  enjoy 
doing  just  about  anything  that  is 
pleasurable  and  fun.  The  ocean,  con¬ 
certs,  and  the  bedroom  are  my  three 
favorite  spots  to  practice  my  hobbies. 
I  I’m  not  an  intellectual  or  a  dummy,  just 
Ian  up-front  everyday  kind  of  person. 
I  Age  or  physical  beauty  isn’t  significant 
I  to  me.  I'll  answer  any  and  all  mail.  I 
don’t  know  If  you  can  help  me,  but  even 
if  not,  have  a  nice  day,  and  thank  you. 
Frankie  IGNAZIO  047589,  PO  Box  747, 
I  Starke,  FL  32091. _ 


In  reading  your  paper  it  has  done  a  lot 
for  me  in  many  ways.  It’s  given  me  a 
great  sense  of  belonging  and  feeling 
right  about  myself.  All  in  all  GCN  has, 
for  me,  set  a  front  perimeter  in  defense 
of  who  and  what  I  am  in  the  struggle  of 
being  free  —  mind,  body  and  soul.  It 
would  be  a  good  step  back  to  the  world 
for  me  to  be  able  to  correspond  with 
someone  gay.  Murel  W.  MAYLE, 
A-159216,  777  W.  Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Ml 
48846. 


I  am  a  23  yr  old  transvestite.  I  first 
became  involved  with  the  gay  scene  at 
the  age  of  15  and  have  lived  on  and  off 
as  a  woman  for  the  past  5  years.  My 
hobbies  are  dancing,  bowling,  cooking 
and  reading.  I  am  seeking  someone 
who  understands  what  it’s  like  to  be 
gay  and  the  emotional  and  social  isola¬ 
tion  in  prison.  I  am  lost  and  do  crave 
some  moral  support  to  survive  the  men¬ 
tal  and  sexual  exploitation  of  this  place. 
I  am  lonely  and  seriously  seek  cor¬ 
respondence  and  friendship.  LaVette  R. 
WILSON,  149898,  Box  45699,  Lucas¬ 
ville,  OH  45699. 


I  am  in  here  on  my  first  charge  of  inden 
cent  liberties  with  a  minor,  and  have 
been  classified  as  a  sexual  psychopath 
(like  all  queers).  I  enjoy  reading  other 
books  about  pedophilia  for  this  is  the 
only  way  I  can  keep  my  sense  of  self 
identity.  You  at  GCN  have  kept  me  go 
ing.  I  really  enjoy  the  Speaking  Out  and 
the  Unicorn.  I  would  love  to  correspond 
with  one  of  your  readers.  Thank  you 
Karly  SWARTZ,  365331,  Box  520 
2E4MSB,  Walla  Walla,  WA  99362. 


I’ve  been  receiving  GCN  for  the  Iasi 
year  while  I  was  in  a  prison  hospita 
recovering  from  a  major  breakdown  anc 
I’d  like  you  to  know  that  reading  il 
played  a  major  part  in  my  recuperation. 
The  spirit  of  the  gay  cause  really  came 
thru  to  me  and  motivated  me  literally 
back  into  the  stream  of  life.  I  want  to 
thank  you  and  also  ask  that  now  that 
I’m  back  in  the  oppression  of  general 
prison  I  could  sure  use  a  gay  penpal  to 
help  me  hold  it  together.  Thanks  a  lot! 
Tony  JONES,  F5421,  Drawer  K,  Dallas 
PA  18612. 


Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly, 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  tfs 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  basketball  236-1914. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  2  to  5pm  at  St*  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea¬ 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society 
Monthly  Concert/Socials  for  lesbian  and  gay 
music  lovers.  Fourth  Sunday  of  month. 
Phillips  Brooks  House  (Harvard  Yard)  3pm. 
FREE!  Info:  742-7997,  236-4888  or  266-9423. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  -.facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get- 
togethers  for  lesbians.  First  Suns.  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm).  Info:  Keene  Klon- 
dykes.  Box  261,  Gilsum  NH  03448. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 


FraminghamIMilfordIFranklin,  MA  —  Trl- 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  af  263-9607  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 

Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info:  Box  42, 
Barre.  05641. 


Northern  Vt/NHLeague  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets 
third  Sun.  Into:  (802)  626  3618  or  write:  Box 
703,  St.  Johnsbury.  VT  05819 
Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 
Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meeting. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  882-7746  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 
Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant^25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 
Pltstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 

Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY):  New  person's  meet¬ 
ing  6-7pm;  General  meeting  and  group  discus¬ 
sion  7-9pm.  Youth  22  and  under.  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland' 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men  s  Chorus 

meets  every  Wed.  6:45-9pm.  Community 
Music  Center,  48  Warren  Ave.  (So.  End).  Info: 
542-9493. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the, 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm.  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  586-1503. 
Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  HIM  Ctr., 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  Is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  +i 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
;members  welcome.  Help  make  the  mediai 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679., 

Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting.  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church,  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  info:  599-5928 
Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ.  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  lnfo:424-1993. 

Somerville,  MA  -  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group 
meets  at  the  Gender  Clinic.  7:15-9:15.  Info: 
Martha  666-8280. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian' 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
£$6-5979.  ^ 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People  s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  In 
(the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St* 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  • 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 


friday 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  "Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 

Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  1.5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info-  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  HelD  Line  751-3322  (eves) 


YOU  CAN  HAVE  A 

HE-MAN  VOICE 

Send  today  for  FREE  booklet 
“Voice  Power  &  Personal  Power” 
by  EugeneFeuchtingbr.  Just  send 
your  nanqe,  address  and  age. 
Mailer^  tn  plain  sealed  envelope. 
No  obligation.  Write,  tod  ay! 


coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a 
conservative  group  of  gay/bi  fathers,  meets 
every  Wed.  for  friendship  and  support.  Info: 
Gay  Fathers,  do  Box  6,  GCN.  22  Bromfield. 
Boston  02108. 


may  3  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  meeting.  Conf.  Rm.  IB, 
Sherrill  Hall  Lib,  Episcopal  Div.  School,  99 
Brattle  St.  7:15pm.  Open  to  all  interested 
parents  and  friends.  FREE!  Info:  491-8100,  or 
write:  Boston  Parents  FLAG,  76  Brook  Hill 
Rd„  Milton.  MA  02167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Monday  Night  Jazz  Jam  at 
Somewhere.  295  Franklin.  8pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Martin  Weinberg  will  speak  on 
"Sexual  Preference:  its  development  in  men 
and  women"  at  Northeastern,  Richards  Hall 
#200,  360  Huntington  Ave.  Noon. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force,  a 
group  working  to  build  a  powerful  lesbian  and 
gay  presence  in  disarmament  efforts  and  to 
promote  discussion  of  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  militaristic  arms  buildup  and  homo¬ 
phobia,  sexism  and  racism,  will  be  meeting  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  June  12  March  at  the  UN 
Special  Session  on  Disarmament.  New  mem¬ 
bers  very  welcome!  Dignity  Office,  4th  floor, 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  661-0974 

4  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Oscar  Wilde  Group,  social 
activities  tor  gay  men,  meets  8-llpm.  Info: 
783-0340. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Political  action  on  lesbian 
rights,  ERA,  reproductive  rights,  and  media 
reform.  Consciousness  raising  groups.  Legal 
referrals  Open  house  first  Tues.  7:30pm. 
Info:  661-6015. 


5  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Center  informal 
discussion  groups.  This  week's  topic:  lesbian¬ 
ism.  All  women  welcome.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Rape  Action  Project  presents 
Selma  James  speaking  on  "Rape.  Prostitution 
and  Pornography."  7:30pm.  Info  on  location: 
782-7685 


6  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  “Folie  a  Deux"  (Double  Delu¬ 
sion),  a  funny  play  about  madness  by  Maya 
Silverthorne,  will  be  performed  every  Thurs., 
Fri.  and  Sat.  eve  from  April  15  thru  May  8. 
Folie  fakes  a  bleakly  comic  look  at  Institu¬ 
tions,  power  and  their  victims  by  following  the 
lives  ol  two  characters  trapped  in  what  socie¬ 
ty  calls  "madness."  (Cast  Includes  Charley 
Shively  and  Ken  Sjonnesenl!)  8pm.  Theater 
Loft.  811  Boylston  (across  from  the  Pru). 
Tickets  $5.  Reservations  536-3261. 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  Proofreading. '  See 
Thursdays  above  for  details. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Spell  #7,"  a  play  by 
Ntozake  Shange.  All  black  cast.  FREE! 
Tonight,  Fri,  and  Sat.  at  Currier  House 
("mouse  hole").  Harvard.  7:30pm  Tickets  at  64 
Brattle.  Into:  864-2630.  Don't  miss  it!  It's  hot! 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight  (and  every  Thurs.  eve 
in  May):  Anne  Caputi,  "music  to  change  our 
lives."  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington).  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm.  Performance  at  8.  $3.  Every¬ 
body  welcome, 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Early 
Thursday  birdwatching.  Info:  Michael  492- 
1339  or  495-5711  (w)  after  1:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  DOB  Topic  Rap: 
"Resolving  sexual  difference."  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm. 
Info:  661-3633. 


7  fri 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
VOLUNTEER  NIGHT.  COME  HELP  SEND  OUT 
THE  PAPER.  IT'S  FUN!  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Folie  a  Deux. "  See  6  thurs 
above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Pine  River- 
Ossipee  River  Canoe  Camping.  Info:  Roy  (61 7) 
247-1206. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Rose  Lecture/Dis¬ 
cussion  Series.  Tonight:  Men  and  Women  on 
the  Left:  Where  do  we  stand  on  Violence?  MIT 
Rm  9-150,  105  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  492-6259. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Mothers  (Alyson 
Press):  Jackie  Forster,  ed.  of  Sappho  and 
Gillian  Hanscombe  arrive  from  London  to  read 
from  their  new  book.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T).  8pm.  $2. 
Concord,  MA  —  Concord  Men's  Group. 
Weekly  informal  discussions  every  (almost) 
Friday.  7:30pm.  Info:  224-6931  (10am-10pm). 


8  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  "Folie  a  Deux."  See  6  thurs 

above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Persephone  Press  presents 
Adrienne  Rich.  Irena  Klepfisz.  Melanie  Kaye 
and  others  with  Jewish  lesbian-feminist 
perspectives  on  identity,  pride  and  anti¬ 
semitism.  7:30pm.  Boston  U.  Morse  Aud„  602 
Comm  Ave.  Tickets  at  New  Words.  River 
Street  Emporium  and  Glad  Day  Books.  Info: 
924-0336. 

Boston.  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Beginning 
runners  workshop  (Info:  Allen  825-0181)  and 
Stoneham  zoo  (Lew  547-6113). 

Boston,  MA  -  DOB  Benefit  Potluck.  156 
Warren  Ave.  7:30pm.  $3  Bring  food  to  share. 
All  women  invited.  Info:  661-3633. 


9  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Mothers  Day  Party  at 

Somewhere.  295  Franklin.  2pm.  Boston  publi¬ 
cation  party  for  Rocking  the  Cradle:  Lesbian 
mothers,  a  challenge  in  family  living. 
Champagne  toast,  free  lunch  for  kids.  Gay 
fathers  and  friends  welcome.  Info:  Ann 
542-5679  days. 

Amherst,  MA  —  Woody  Simmons  and  Meg 

Christian  in  concert  at  Bowker  Aud,  UMass 
Amherst.  8pm.  Info:  (413)  584-2637. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  "Sparks  on  Silk."  an 
exhibition  of  colored  light  captured  on  large 
silk  paintings  by  Theresa  Munoz.  May  9  to 
June  10.  Opening  May  9.  5-9pm.  Carpenter 
Center.  Quincy  St. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


